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His LasT WILL; and a Deſcription of his pompous 
FUNERAL. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


F T may be proper to inform 
the reader, that the author 


of Count Saxz's Hiſtory, to 


render it both more complete 
and impartial, has inſerted kis 
failings, as well as his worthy 
actions, that the publick might 
be able to form a true judg- 
ment of him. It is owing 
to the ſame principle, that 
this writer of his life has 
not concealed his amours : the 


5 rather, 


_ Advert gement. 


rather, as he was allowed to 
have been the moſt gallant 


prince of the age; and love 
is an ane neceſſary ingre- 


dient in the character of a hero. 


—He farther declares, that he 


has introduced nothing, but 


what is ſtrictly fact: that he 
hath made uſe of no memoirs, 


but ſuch as could be depended 
on; and were confirmed to 
him by thoſe, who had been 


moſt intimate with the Count. 


For the materials which relate 
to his more juvenile years, the 
compiler of his hiſtory was 
moſt obliged to M. D'Alencon; 
who had been his governor, 
and communicated ſeveral anec- 
dotes concerning him, which 
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Advertiſement. vii 
3 none was acquainted with but 
himſelf. Our HERO, to the 
laſt, paid a great deference to 
that gentleman's advice; and 
teſtified his eſteem by the rich 
diamond which he left him by 
will. M. D'Alengon ſurvived 
him but ſix months: for hav- 
ing broken his arm as he tra- 
velled in his coach, he died of 
the hurt in June 17 's 15 
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MAURI 0 E a SAXE, 


Duke Elect of Courland and Semigallia, 


Marſhal General of the ;Prmies 0 of the moſt 
Chriſtian' ing, POR. 


Knight of the r of Poland and Saxony. 


4 SHE . have hn fo long 
known in Europe, that it is 
WK almoſt impoſſible to trace their 
origin to any certain period; 
and they bave been all that 
time ſo formidable to their 
neighbours, that the moſt an- 
cient hiſtorians repreſent. them, as a people 
fierce, ſanguinary, and warlike: this character 
of their inflexible diſpoſitions, and of hearts as 
hard as rocks, which the Latins call Saxum, 
might poſſibly have contributed to confer on 
them the Saxon name; or elſe they take it 
from their country itſelf, becauſe it abounds 
"with! mountains. and rocks ; ; the land likewiſe, 
War. I. BITES | | which 


2 Hiſtory of Maurice Count Saxe. 
| which is whitiſh, is ſo rough and ſtany in cer- 
| tain places, that without infinite. pains and la- 
bour, it could neither be cleared nor manured: 
but the indefatigable induſtry of the inhabitants 
has ſurmounted all theſe obſtacles, and ren- 
dered the country ſo fertile, hat they have 
little occaſion now for any ſupplies from their 
neighbours. In this part alone of Europe is to 
be found a ſort of clay to make porcelain, 
equally good with any in Africa ; and what is 
made here, is as much eſteemed as that which 
comes from China or Japan. 

The country poſſeſſed by the firſt Saxons was 

much larger than that which they poſſeſs at 

preſent, being now bounded on the north by 

the Baltick, on the weſt by the Weſer and 

Weſtphalia, on the ſouth by Franconia and 
Bohemia, and on the eaſt by Sileſia and Pruſ- 

11a, which nevertheleſs des a vai extent 

of country, very populous. | 

Belides a great many rivers, rings, and 

fountains, which contribute towards the ferti- 
lity of Saxony, it is croſſed by the Elbe, a 
very famous river of Germany, which takes its 
riſe in the mountain of the Giants upon the 
confines of Bohemia and Sileſia, and diſgorges 
itſelf into the Baltick above Hamburg. Miſnia, 
one of the principal provinces of Saxony, and 
of which Miſſen is the chief city, abounds with 
ſilver and lead mines. 

The Saxons have always profeſſed a Relinion 
occuliar to themſelves, which, with their laws 
and cuſtoms, they obſerved with ſo much ex- 
actneſs and ſeverity, that the ſtake, the wheel, 

and the flames, were the uſual puniſhments. of | 
thoſe who were guilty _g&-the leaſt crimes, even 
ſuch as we now-a- d Ane * in the claſs of 
. 1 ..i audits; 
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Hiſtory of Maurice Count Save. 3 
faults ; and this made them paſs for Barbarians 
with their neighbours. | 

They were -originally idolaters, and conſe- 
quently ſuperſtitious : they began by addreſſing 
their worſhip to the ſun, and ſucceſhvely. to 
other divinities. They adored the god Irmen- 
ſul, whoſe, image was found in the temple of 
Ereſbourg, when Charlemagne took that town 
by ſtorm in 772, after their defeat in a battle 
which he gave them near Oſnabrug. This idol 
had the figure of a man completely armed in 
the Roman manner; at his ſide hung a cutlas, 
and on his head he wore a caſk, above which 
was a cock, whoſe tail ſerved for a plume ; on 
his breaſt-plate was the figure of a bear, and 
on his buckler that of a lion in fury. He car- 
ried in his right hand a ſtandard, upon which, 
according to ſome antiquaries, was painted a 
roſe; and in his left a pair of ſcales in balance. 

The temple and the idol bore the fame name, 
in honour. of Arminius, that illuſtrious defender 
of the German liberty, who deſtroyed ſeveral. 
Roman legions commanded by Varrus, in the 
time of Auguſtus; and this word Irmenſul was 
compoſed of two others, Arminii ſala or inſula, 
Arminius's court, or the ifland of Arminius. 
As the Saxons had been forced to embrace 
_ chriſtianity by the power of Charlemagne's 
arms, rather than gained over by his complai- 
lance, or convinced by the proofs urged in fa- 
vour of his religion, it was not long before they 
revolted, and returned to idolatry ; for in 793 
they took off the maſk, by overthrowing the 
altars, demoliſhing the churches, maſſacring 
the prieſts, and in fine, ſhaking off, every 
where, the yoke of the chriſtian religion with 
that of Charlemagne, they returned to the 

| | —2 wWworſhip 


4 Hliſtory of Maurice Count Saxe. 
worſhip of their idol, and re-eſtabliſhed two of 
their gods, to wit, Crodo and Buſterich, whom 
that emperor had deſtroyed with Irmenſul. 
Crodo was worſhipped in the fortreſs of 
Hartzbourg. He repreſented a fretful old man, 
ſtanding up bare- headed, and half bald, with 


a long beard. He was dreſſed in a long white 


robe that reached almoſt down to his ancles : 
this robe was of woollen, and tied with a large 
girdle of gray linen cloth, of which the two 
ends were tolſed to and fro at the pleaſure of 
the wind, He held in his right hand a wooden 
peel full of water, from whence came out dif- 
ferent blooming flowers; and in his left, a 
wheel raiſed to the height of his head. And 
this idol, placed on a pillar eight foot high, had 


His feet on the back of a fiſh ORE the 


pearch. 

As for the god Buſterich, one may ſee that 
idol to this day in the fortreſs of the counts of 
Schwartzembourg, named Sonderſhus. It is of 
an unknown metal, an ell in height, and hol- 


low within: «xt repreſents an angry child, look- 


ing awry, who holds his right hai d on his head, 

and the left leaning on his hip: he has a round 
hole in the crown of his head, and another 
ſuch in the middle of his mouth. After filling 
the ſtatue with ſome ſpirituous liquor, they 
ſtopped up theſe holes, and put burning char- 
coal upon the head of the idol; ſo that the 
water becoming hot, the idol fereated, the 
ſtopples flew out with a noiſe, and the ſtatue 
5 appeared to throw out flames. 

It is pretended, that the prieſts contrived this 


artifice in order to uſe it, when they wanted 


to make the ignorant common people believe 
the „ Was W enraged againſt the 


nation, 
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Hiſtory of Maurice Count Saxe., 5 
nation, and could not be pacified, but by obla- 
tions, of which they made their profit. _ 

Charlemagne, employed at that time about 
quieting ſome diſturbances in the empire, did 
not think of attacking the Saxons, who had 
thus rebelled ; but ſo ſoon as he had pacified 
Germany, he maxched his army into Saxony, 
and defeated the Saxons in 776. - Being maſter 
of their country, he deſtroyed their falle gods 
and their temples, but could not get the better 
of their prejudices, as they had, ſince that time, 
grown very unſettled in point of religion. He 
nevertheleſs granted them peace, upon condi- 
tion that they ſhould for ever renounce idola- 
try, and embrace the chriſtian faitb. Several 
of the chief men were indeed baptized to give 
example; but this zeal did not take among the 
people; and Wittikind, a conſtant ſtickler for 
the liberty of his country, choſe rather to re- 
tire to his father-in-law Sigefroy, king of Den- 
mark, than to abandon the religion of his 
anceſtors, and ſubmit to Charlemagne. | 

As for their laws, a father had a power to 
kill his wife and children, when they offended 
him, without being obliged to give his reaſons 
for ſo doing. A Saxon might with impunity 
murder his countryman, . or any other perſon, 
provided he could but afterwards prove, that he 
had ſufficient motives for what he did. They 
had no notion of thoſe long and deteſtable pro- 
ceedings, by which affairs are now embroiled, 
families ruined, and facrifices daily made to 

The form of their firſt government was ari- 
ſtocratical; they choſe, from among the wiſeſt 
and moſt experienced men, twelve of the oldeſt 
to govern them, for they held old age in the 

5 greateſt 


4 

4 

1 
* 
BY 

/ 

IS 

* 

+ 2X 
TE &- 
xz 
436 
$4. 

2 

i 

1 
7 3 
46 
* 
[ELD 
r 


28 * 0 W N $5 
Mt _ 7 4 - 2 n > 4 
1 „ * DA 
— err << lbe. 4 I ow 


Wh F $I > pag 
ag... 


6 Hiftory of Maurice Count Saxe. 


greateſt veneration. When they ſaw young 
people die, they looked upon it as a puniſh- 

ment af their gods; on the contrary, they 
conſidered long life as the ſtrongeſt indication 


of their ſavour and protection. 


The election was made freely, by the whole 


nation aſſembled, yearly, on a day appointed, 
in a plain near the center of the kingdom, for 


the conveniency of the people: there, without 


regard to the rank or riches of any perſon, they 
judged merit alone worthy of promotion; and 
although thoſe places were the higheſt in the 
ſtate, there was ſo little ſoliciting or caballing 
about them, that they would have often re- 
mained vacant, had not the perſons elected been 
forced to accept: ſo much were they perſuaded 
how difficult a thing it is to govern others 
wiſely, when one intends to diſcharge his duty 
faithfully. 

© Theſe twelve old men for aldermen) had all 
of them the ſame authority as judges ;- upon 
their being choſen they were expoſed on an 
amphitheatre, for three days ſucceſſively, to the 
view of the people, who were to invalidate or 
confirm the election by their ſuffrages ; for the 


very loweſt of the nation, who had the leaſt 


objection to make againſt any of them, might 
do it freely, and in ſuch caſe another was ſub- 
ſtituted in his room. Hence the liberty of 


votes that ſtill ſubſiſts in the diets of Poland, 


and in ſeveral other ſtates of Germany. | 

If, at the expiration of the third day, no 
charge was brought againſt them, their fore- 
heads were girt with an iron crown, which 
they wore night and day during the year of 
their government, to ſignify the hardſhips of 


the r office; after which they were 


— 
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Hiftory of Maurict Count Saue. 7 
conducted with the found of inftruments, at 
the head of the troops, to a place where they 
lived frugally in common, at the expence of 
the people, who voluntarily taxed themſelves, 
without the government's being obliged, as in 
other exigencies of ſtate, to force them by le- 
vying any ſubſidies. In their military enſigns 
they had the figure 6f a white foal; to denote: 
their agility and candour, {EG 
_ - Having carried their arms into Italy to fight 
the Oſtrogoths, who were in poſſeſſion of it at 
that time, one of their chiefs was made priſoner 
there in the year 401, and conducted to Milan, 
where he was beheaded. His iren crown is 
ſtill to be ſeen there, and ferves to crown the 
dukes of Milan, when they are put into poſſeſ- 
ſion, or receive the inveſtiture. | 
The reputation of theſe ancient Saxons made; 
ſo much noiſe in Europe, by their conqueſts in 
Getmany and elſewhere, that the Scotch called 
them to their aſſiſtance againſt the Engliſh ; 
with whom the former were in war: accord- 
ingly in 428 they paſſed over into Scotland, 
and from thence marched into England, where 
they eſtabliſhed themſelves by force of arms: 
they divided it afterwards into ſeven kingdoms, 
having firſt driven out of it thoſe whom they 
came to aſſiſt; and the Engliſh nation, which 
now makes ſuch a figure in Europe, draws its 
origin from theſe invading Saxons. __ | 
In proceſs of time, this people being civilized! 
by their aſſociating with thoſe whom they had 
thus ſubdued, they changed the form of their 
government; and having extended their coun- 
try far beyond its uſual limits, judged that the- 
twelve chiefs, whom they choſe annually, had: 
work enough upon their hands at home to pre- 
TOO 4 ſerve⸗ 
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ſerve. the kingdom, and adminiſter juſtice in it, 
without being employed abroad; and therefore 
when engaged in war, they choſe a leader, to 
whom they gave the general command of the 
troops, the direction of the military operations, 
and the diſtribution of all employments: he 
was choſen by the twelve old men (or judges) 
in the name of the whole nation, but his au- 
thority laſted no longer than the wa. 
They gave this military chief the title of 
duke of the Saxons: the genealogy of theſe firft 
dukes is unknown before Wittikind, who in 
the ſeventh century was contemporary with the 
emperor Charlemagne, and his declared enemy. 
Theſe dukes, who were at firſt elective, have 
inſenſibly, in the ſequel, rendered themſelves 
hereditary ſovereigns. Hiſtory always made 
mention of them as dukes of Saxony, until 
1426, that it pleaſed Sigiſmond, emperor of 
Germany and king of Bohemia, to erect the 
dominions of Frederick, duke of Saxony, ſir- 
named the Warrior, into an electorate, in ac- 
knowledgment of this duke's having made the 
Bohemians (who had revolted on account of 
the death of John Hus and Jerome of Prague) 
return to his obedience; theſe two men had 
been condemned to the flames by that council, 
which the ſame Sigiſmond cauſed to be aſſem- 
bled, and which by his orders elected a new pope, 
under the name of Martin V. inithe room of 
John XXIII. Gregory XII. and Benoit XIII. 
who ſhared among hain at that time, St. Pe- 
ter's patrimony, "to. the great ſcandal' of the 
church, afflicted with different hereſies. 

For ſome ages, the greater part of Saxony 
was ſubject to the holy ſee. It owed its con- 
verſion to the n. Charlemagne, who, by 
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Hiſtory of Maurice Count Saxe, 9 
rooting out paganiſm and idolatry, had ſown 
in it the firſt ſeeds of the true religion ; and 
though it did not take root at firſt among the 
people, it was nevertheleſs adopted by the men 
of diſtinction, with a view to make their court 
to the emperor, and to procure employ ments. 
Their example had a powerful influence, _and 
by degrees all Saxony became chriſtian : the 
dukes after Wittikind gloried in their being 

good Roman catholicks, and their ſubjects, am- 
bitious to obtain employments under the go- 
vernment, had inſenſibly gotten rid of their old 
prejudices : thus, without giving into the here- 
ſies which were frequent in thoſe days, they 
followed the religion of their princes ; ſo ſtrong _ 
is the power of example with the people. But 
the doctrine of Luther having crept into the 
heart of Frederick, ſirnamed the Wiſe, at that 
time elector of Saxony, in 1517 it became the 
reigning religion of the country: all the efforts 
of Charles V. to cruſh it in the bud, were to 
no purpofe. It was in vain, that, by the diet 
of Spire in 1520, and that of Worms in 152, 
he propoſed to put a ſtop to its progrefs ; and 
all his endeavours only ſerved to give freſh vi- 
gour to the flame of novelty, while Luther tri- 
umphed in the caſtle of Wartzbourg in Saxony 
to ſee his doctrine daily gaining ground, and 
making proſelytes of different German princes, 
who, proteſting againſt the out-lawry denoun- 
ced in the edit of Spire, raiſed among them- 
ſelves an army of a hundred thoufand men to 
ſupport it againſt the emperor. * 
John- Frederick, elector of Saxony, with Phi- 
lip, landgrave of Heſſe, had the command of 
this army; and from that time all the princess 
of the houſe of Saxony profeſſed the Eutheran } 
= Ts BH 


10 Hiſtory of Maurice Count Saxe. 
religion, until the month of June 1697, that 
Frederick-Auguſtus, with a view to ſucceed in 
his pretenſions to the crown of Poland, made 
his abjuration to the biſhop ef Javarin, firſt 
preſident of Cologne; but though this prince 
and his ſucceſſor have renounced the doctrine . 
of Luther, the people have ſtill perſevered in 
it; and all Saxony is to this day of the confeſ- 
ſion of Auſbourg. 5 5 
Wittembourg was formerly the capital of 
Saxony, and the uſual reſidence of the electors. 
This great city ſtands on the right ſide of the 
Elbe, in a ſpacious and fertile plain, ſurrounded 
with mountains covered with woods. In 1499 
the elector Frederick II. laid the foundation 
here of an univerſity, which is become remark- 
able ſince Frederick III. took it under his pro- 
tection, and endowed it with a donation in 
— 5 
I be fortifications are regular, in good con- 
dition, and well provided with artillery. It was 
in its caſtle that the princes of Saxe held their 
reſidence, till the year 15 30, in which Henry 
the Pious went to live at Dreſden, and from 
that time all his ſucceſſors have conſtantly re- 
fided there. This city is in Miſnia, ſeated 
likewiſe on the Elbe, and in a charming cli- 
mate, for the purity and temperature of its air. 
The buildings are magnificent, and the inha- _ 
bitants numerous: the people here are more 
gallant and affable to ſtrangers than in any 
other part of Germany, which is the reaſon 
why they croud to it from all other parts. 
The blood at Dreſden is generally pure and 
fine, and the people handſome, particularly the 
fair ſex, which renders the men more volup- 
tuous than in places where the women are __ 
* © 


5 


wo 
7 
—— 
558 
95 
"KAY 
9 * 
8 
CD 
5 
: +; 
. 
4 > 
IBS 
1 2 
5 2 : 
"© 
EIS 
2 * 
* 
1 
Lf 
"3; 
2 
x 
% 34 
A; 
* 


F 
o eg 2's 


— 5 


History of Maurice Count Saxe. 11 


ſo beautiful; for let mankind be ever ſo modeſt 


and virtuous by conſtitution, or by principle, 
yet it is not to be doubted, but that they will 
occaſionally ceaſe to be ſo; and theſe occaſions- 
often repeated ſeldom fail at laſt of degenerating 
into habit, by the familiarity of objects. 

As to the antiquity of the houſe of Saxony, 
it may juſtly contend with all the other fove- 
reigns of Europe: it paſſes with ſeveral authors 
for the ſtock of the Bourbons ; ſince, according 
to them, Hugh Capet deſcended from the ſame 
Wittikind already mentioned. It has furniſhed” 
Germany with four emperors, viz. Henry, ſir- 
named the Fowler, and the three others. 

After the death of Maximilian in 1519, the- 
electors agreed unanimouſly in favour of Frede- 


rick, ſirnamed the Wiſe, elector of Saxony, 


and offered him the title of king of the Ro- 
mans: but this prince, either too much at- 
tached to Lutheraniſm, which he muſt have 
abjured, or from a motive of generoſity, refu-- 
ſed their offer, and gave up his pretenſions in 
favour of Maximilian's grandchild, who was- 
already king of Spain, and who, on his refu- 


ſal, reigned in the empire under the name of 


Chares .. ²˙ Ny. 

It is moreover certain in our own days, that 
if, after the death of Charles VII. in 1745, the 
king of Poland, preſent elector of Saxony, 
would have chimed in with the general incli- 


nation of the empire, he would have prevailed: 


over the houſe of Lorrain, and have been made 
emperor; but his auguſt houſe is illuſtrious 


enough by itſelf, and by the crown of Poland, 
without ſeeking after additional honours: 5 


There are no ſovereigns, who have not at- 


all times eſteemed it a great honour to be allied 
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to this houſe ; but I ſhould digreſs too much 
from my ſubje&, was I to particularize its ſe- 
veral alliances ; let it ſuffice to ſay, that the 
alliance contraRted with France in 1747, by 
the marriage of the dauphin with princeſs Mary- 
Joſeph of Saxony, completes the wiſhes: of both 
nations ; and that the perſonal accompliſhments 
of this princeſs Tender her ſtill more worthy of 
the throne to which ſhe is deſtined, than her 
birth, however illuſtrious, 

ice, count Saxe, duke elect of Courland 
and Semigallia, camp-marſhal of the moſt chri- 
ſtian king's armies, was born at Dreſden, the 


19th of October 1696, and died in the caſtle 


of Chambord the 3oth of November 1750. He 
was natural ſon to Frederick- Auguſtus I. elec- 
tor of Saxony, ſince king of Poland and grand 
duke of Lithuania: his mother Aurora, coun- 
teſs Koniſmarc, was deſcended of one of the 

moſt illuſtrious families in Sweden. 5 

Marſhal Saxe was a man of a middling ſta- 
ture, but of a robuſt conſtitution, and extraor- 
dinary ſtrength, To an aſpect noble, ſweet, 
and martial, all together, he joined the interior 
qualities of a moſt excellent heart; affable, and 
affected with the misfortunes of others, he was 
great and. generous, even more than his fortune 
would permit, 

As it ought to be every hiſtorian's principal 
care to avoid the confuſion of facts and dates, 
and to render his memoirs at all times intelli- 
gible to every body; in order therefore to ac- 
compliſn this, I thought myſelf obliged to re- 
ſame the hiſtory of Frederick-Auguſtus, our 
hero's father, a pretty way backward, becauſe 
there is ſuch a connexion betwixt the one and 


the other, that they are mutually neceſſary, It 
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if in his time that goddeſs had ventured to 
deſcend upon earth ; ſo dangerous was it for 
the ſex to behold, converſe, and be acquainted 


with him, without giving up their hearts. 


Frederick-Auguſtus, king of Poland and 
elector of Saxony, was born at Dreſden the 
11th of May +" ba He was the ſon of John- 
George III. elector of Saxony, and of Anne- 
Sophia, princeſs of Denmark. He had married 
in 1693 Chriſtina-Everhardine of Brandeburg- 
Bareith, being only then prince of Saxony.“ 
His elder. brother John-George IV. elector of 
Saxony, dying without children in, the month 
of April 1694, he ſucceeded him in all his 
dominions. 8 x 4. 4400 
On the 17th of June 2697 he was elected 
king of Poland, and crowned the 15th of Sep- 
tember following. This monarch was the 
greateſt prince of his time; trained up from 
his infancy to the trade of war, he gave early 
and ſhining marks of that courage which he 
ſignalized, in the ſequel, on ſo many occaſions, 
In his youth he had viſited all the courts, 
and almoſt all the different provinces of Europe, 
and had made himſelf be every where admired 
for his extraordinary ſtrength, his wonderful 
addreſs, and diſtinguiſhed mein, but much more 
{til} by the extent of his knowledge, the viva- 
city of his judgment, and by that uncommon 
_ preſence of mind, which has manifeſted itſelf 
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in all the different events of his life. It was in 
his travels that he acquired thofe noble manners, 
which have made him {ſtill be looked upon as 
the moſt polite, the moſt gracious, and the 
moſt generous prince who ever exiſted: he was 


extremely fond of arts and ſciences, and pro- 


tected them in a particular manner, Saxony 
owes to him the uſeful eſtabliſhment of ſeveral 
rich manufactures, and of divers learned ſocie- 


ties, on whom he heaped his favours, and who 
would regret him ftill more to-day, if we did 


not ſee him revived in the monarch, who, hav- 
ing ſucceeded by right of blood, has likewiſe 
inherited all his virtues. | 
Confidering all the bright qualities which 
adorned the elector Frederick-Auguſtus II. he 
could not fail of having the moſt brilliant court 


in Europe; and true it is, that he united in 


his, all the grandeur and magnificence which 
he had obſerved among ſtrangers 3 nay even 
refined upon them by a particular taſte of his 
own; ſo that Dreſden became the delightful 


| ſeat of all that is gay and charming. Every 


day ufhered in a new entertainment, and plea- 


fures crowded on the back of each other. The 


goodneſs of his conſtitution permitted him to 
take his full ſwing, without endangering his 
health; for he had a ſtrong and healthful body, 
that could withſtand exceſſes of any kind, _ 

Though he had for his conſort a moſt accom- 


pliſhed princeſs, and capable, in all reſpects, of 


fixing any other heart but his, yet he could not 


avoid giving way to the bent of that incon- 
ſtancy which he had contracted in his travels, 


where he had given as many leſſons of gallan- 
try as he had received. As he had married the 


cleArvls out of you inclination, he Ai loved 


her, 
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her, | 
which becomes a lover more than a huſband ;. 
but the heat of his conſtitution not permitting 
him to bear confinement, nor to judge of true 
pleaſures but by their variety, he ſoon reſolved. 
to procure them by all the ways in his power. 


nd had for her that buſy complaiſance, 


— 


Mademoiſelle de Keſſel was the firſt rock on 


which his fidelity was ſplit; he ſaw her, loved 
her, and was beſoved by her. Their commerce 
would have perhaps been more durable, had 
ſhe known how to make her court better to the 
electreſs; but far from keeping fair with that 
princeſs, and proud of her credit, ſhe relied fo 
far upon it, as to fail in her duty upon ſeveral 
occaſions ; which offended the electreſs to ſuch. 
a degree, that ſhe put all engines 'at work to- 
get her removed from court ; neither prayers, 
nor tears, the weak, though uſual reſources of 


women, were ſpared to prevail with the elector; 
and ſhe at laſt not only ſucceeded, but likewiſe, . 


the more effectually to prevent her return, ſhe 


procured her an advantageous marriage, of 


which ſhe had the generoſity to pay the expence 
out of her own privy purſe. Mademoiſelle de 


Keſſel was one of thoſe ſprouting beauties who 


ſtrike at firſt ſight, and inſpire more love than 


tenderneſs ; and truly the elector did not appear 


to regret her, but juſt as long a time as he had 
taken to love her: this was a new facrifice to 
his inconſtancy, which coſt him but little. 
Mean time the electreſs triumphed, and of- 
fered oblations to ſelf-love, flattering herſelf 
that ſhe owed the elector's return to the power 
of her charms: more calm ſince the marriage 
of her late rival, ſhe believed the prince was 
for ever cured of any amorous deſires, but for 
her; and ſhe enjoyed, for ſome time, the 
b „„ | ſweets 


16 H iftory of Maurice wr Saxe. 


ſweets of this happy ſtate; but their duration 
was ſhorter than ſhe could have wiſhed, - 
About that time count Philip de Koniſmare, 
a a nobleman as much diſtinguiſhed by his birth 
as. his perſonal merit, happened, in his tour 
through the german courts, to {top atzHanover, 
where he met with a moſt kind reception, 
The princeſs of Zell, the ornament of that 
court, and a good judge of merit, was not the 
laſt in putting a juſt value upon the good quali- 
ties of this young Swede ; and ſhe had even 
given him, publickly, marks of her particular 
eſteem, with ſo little reſerve, that they were 
not long unſuſpected of a ſecret correſpondence. 
Whatever might be the rank of count Koniſ- 
marc, the houſe of Hanover found too great a 
diſproportion between him and the princeſs of 
Zell, not to put a ſtop to it: this young noble- 
man was ſacrificed, * at leaſt he diſappeared 
one day, and has never been ſince heard of, 
The report of his death being ſoon after 
ſpread at Stockholm, the counteſs of Steinboc, 
Lovenhaupt, and Koniſmarc, his three ſiſters, 
reſolved to enter upon their brother's. inheri- | 
tance : they knew that he had placed, in dif- 
ferent private men's hands at Hamburg, a hun- 
dred thouſand crowns; they wrote to thoſe. 
who had theſe funds in their hands, but with- 
out effect ; becauſe theſe merchants being in- 
formed of the death of their brother, wanted to 
appropriate the money to their own uſes, under 
the unjuſt pretence, that as the three ſiſters 
were not able to prove by any publick act, the 


* 


® It is 3 that count Koniſmarc was put 


alive into a hot Oven, where his body was reduced 
to aſhes, 


death 
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death of their brother, they could not diſpoſſeſs 
themſelves of what he had placed in their 
Hand?? 3 22-5344 "255 ORR > 
The three heireſſes of the houſe of Koniſ- 
marc came therefore to a reſolution to addreſs . 
themſelves to the elector of Saxony, to im- 
plore his protection, and to engage him to 
oblige the ſenate of Hamburg to do them juſ- 
tice. They arrived at Dreſden a little after the 
marriage of mademoiſelle de Keſſel. Though 
they were all three very lovely, yet the beauty 
of Aurora, the youngeſt of the three, captiva- 
ted all hearts by its luſtre, while her wit 
raviſhed them by its vivacity and penetration; 
ſo that ſince their arrival at the court of Dreſ- 
den, the fair ſtranger was the whole ſubject of 
converſation. The elector himſelf was ſtruck 
the moment he ſaw her, and he then began 
inwardly to look upon her as his conqueſt. 
Her name and birth were ſufficient to give her 
admittance at court; accordingly ſhe and her 
ſiſters were received in it with diſtinction: the 
ſolicited the affair which had: brought them; 
'and in a ſhort time the miniſters. had orders to 
procure them: ſpeedy: juſtic tt... 
The electreſs herſelf was ſo: prepoſſeſſed in 
favour of Aurora, and ſo charmed with the 
delicacy of her wit, that ſhe was among the 
laſt who perceived what paſt in the heart of 
her fickle huſband ; ſhe depended on her own 
charms, without dreading thoſe of the young 
and beautiful Swede, which had already never- 
theleſs given her a mortal blow; for beſides that 
the elector's eyes were conſtantly fixed on her 
when ſhe came to court, he had already made 
her ſeveral viſits, in which, according to the 
connoiſſeurs, ſomething more was tranſacted 
= | 1 than 
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than what conſiſted with decency and polite- 
1 „ . 

After he had exhauſted all his leſſons of gal- 

lantry, as well as tried in vain thoſe artifices 
which lovers uſually employ to ſucceed with 
their charmers, and which he himſelf had al- 
ready ſo oſten effectually purſued elſe where, 
he had recourſe to one of his favourites; after 

5 diſcovering to him his violent paſhon for Au- 

Tora, he intruſted him to negociate the con- 

| gueſt of her, by confirming and reiterating the 

tender declarations which he had already made 

himſelf to no purpoſe, every time he had an 

opportunity of entertaining her alone. This 
mediator made uſe of all his addreſs, but in 
vain, for he ſucceeded no better than his 

maſter. | | Een 55 

Madam Steimboc, who ſoon perceived the 

paſſion of the elector for her young ſiſter, often 

read her lectures worthy of her education; ſhe 
made uſe of all her rhetorick in exhortations, 
to avoid whatever might bring the leaſt blemiſh 
on her virtue, and made her promiſe never to 
forget what ſhe owed to her name and to her 
ſelf : but the elector was too lovely in her eyes 
for her to keep her promiſe long. + -#h 
This prince wrote to her one day: reſpect 
made her receive the letter, and timidity pre- 
vented her anſwering it. The ele&or made 
his complaint in a ſecond ſtill more tender 
than the former; ſhe then thought that de- 
cency and gratitude permitted her to give an 
anſwer, which ſhe did in reſpectful terms, that 
were not agreeable to that prince, who com- 
plained of it in a third letter with all the 
warmth of the moſt violent love. Then the 
üttle god took upon him to be umpire, and 
. . dictated 
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Hiſtory of Maurice Count Saxe. 19 
dictated himſelf the anſwer which ſhe wrote: 
in fine, by his letters he accompliſhed his de- 
W ſign of mollifying mademoiſelle Koniſmatc, 
W whoſe virtue made a vigorous and long defence: 
but one muſt have known this prince to deter- 
mine if there could be hearts capable of withe 

ſtanding his attacks; her noble reſiſtance forced 
the elector to join to the love he had for her a 
diſtinguiſhed eſteem, from which he never 
departed, * 25185 
The two parties being thus agreed, the queſ- 
tion only now was how to procure ſecret inter- 
views. The elector, who never was at a loſs 
for expedients in his amorous intrigues, propo- 
ſed to the charming Aurora a party to Mau- 
ritzbourg, under pretence of ſhewing her that 
beautiful ſummer-houſe, which ſhe accepted, to 
the great joy of the prince, who gave directions 
for the preparation of different entertainments, 
more agreeable the one than the other, and 
which were executed with all imaginable mag- 
nificence. That the reader may be able to 
judge of them, I thought myſelf obliged to 
give a deſcription of the firſt, thoſe which fol- 
lowed it were fo gallant and magnificent, that 
were I not afraid to deviate 'too far from my 
ſubject, I ſhould give an account of them all 
in this place ; but the memory of madam Ko- 
niſmarc has no occaſion for this little digreſſion, 
except for thoſe who have had no opportunity 
to be acquainted with her virtue and the noble- 
neſs of her ſentiments. «x YT 

The day fixed for the journey to Mauritz- 
bourg arrived, and the elector, before he ſet 
out, ſent mademoiſelle de Koniſmarc a' com- 
plete habit extremely rich and trimmed with 
diamonds of great value; her ſiſters were not 
„„ forgotten, 


VVV 
VVV 
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forgotten, but their preſents, though magnifi- 
cent, were much inferior to thoſe of the beau- 
tiful Aurora. 

dhe ſet out ſome moments after the dds: 
in a handfome chariot emblazoned with her 
own arms, accompanied by the moſt beautiful 
ladies at court, all dreſſed like ſo many Ama- 
zones. When they were about the middle of 
the foreſt of Mauritzbourg, they perceived the 
decorations of a ſtately palace, their chariot 
having ſtopped oppoſite to it, that they might 
have time to conſider the magnificence of this 
edifice ; they ſaw, all of a ſudden, the door 
open, on which Diana, followed by her nymphs, 
appeared; ſhe addreſſed her ſpeech to made- 
moiſelle de Koniſmarc, and alluding to the 
name of Aurora, which ſhe bore, invited her, 
as if ſhe had been that goddeſs, to enter her 
palace with her retinue, there to receive the 
r = 2m of the ſylvan deities: _ 

When ſhe came out of her chariot with her 
company, Diana conducted her into a large ſa- 
loon adorned with paintings, which repreſented 
the principal actions of that goddeſs, The death 
of the tender Endymion, and the puniſhment 
of the curious Acteon, were painted with infi- 
nite art. Diana ordered her nymphs to preſent 
refreſhments to Aurora and her retinue: forth- 
with the middle of the inlaid floor opened, and 
a table roſe from -out of the ground, covered 
with all the moſt exquiſite viands which the 
ſeaſon could furniſh, Scarce were the ladies 
ſeated, when their ears were ſtruck with the 
muſick of hautboys, flutes, ſhepherds reeds and 
little bag-pipes : at the ſame time appeared the 
god Pan, followed by the fawns, and other 
gods, n us the elector, and the gen- 
teeleſt 
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teeleſt lords of his court; Diana invited Pan 
7 Ito fit by Aurora, to which he needed no great 
4 intreaty. 
What pretty things did chat wi them fy; to 
Wher ; for he was dreſſed to ſo great advantage, 
Wt hat he really ſeemed to be what he repreſented! 
"0 | hat eagerneſs to ſerve her, and what pains-to 
yleaſe her, as well as to perſuade her of his 
"+ Paſion! Aurora anſwered with all the reſerve 
which the preſent circumſtances required; and 
KEfthere was ſo much ſpirit and wit in all her re- 
| KEpartees, that one would have thought ſhe had 

4 ſtudied them before- hand. 8 
Ine repaſt finiſhed, a great noiſe was * 
of „ and of dogs: the ladies aſto- 
niſhed, ran to the windows, where they ſaw a 
ſtag purſued by huntſmen and hounds; they 
IK expreſſed a deſire to partake of the diverſion, 
and in a moment horſes were ready, and open 
hariots or phaetons, for thoſe who did not 
ichuſe to go on horſeback. The ſtag, hemmed 
in by the toils, was reduced to throw himſelf 
into a pond near the caſtle, into which the 
thounds followed, and the ladies being arrived 
on the banks, found gondolas, which tranſ- 
ported them to an ifland in the middle of the 
pond, where they landed to ſee the death of 
the ſtag, and the reward of the dogs. 
| At one extremity of the iſland there was a 
magnificent pavillion in the Turkiſh manner, 
into which they entered, and found that all the 
furniture within anſwered to the outward ſhew. 
While they were admiring the neatneſs and 
ichneſs of it, there appeared twenty-four Turks 
nagnificently cloathed, who preſented them 
oith all ſorts of new refreſhments i in baſkets of 
AB Per gilt. Some moments thereafter ey ſaw 
5 come 
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come out of another tent all the great officers 
of the ſeraglio, in the middle of whom appeared 
the grand ſeignior ſhining all over with jewels: 
he accofted the ladies with an admirable grace, 
| faluting them in the Turkiſh manner, and 
having thrown a handkerchief richly embroi- 8 
dered at mademoiſelle de Koniſmarc's feet, he 
made her {it down by him on a ſopha. They BM 
preſented velvet cuſhions to the reſt of — 1 
company; and when all were ſeated, a com- 
pany of tumblers of both ſexes entered, who, 


by their leaps, poſtures, and dances in the 
Turkiſh way, afforded a diverſion very enter- 


taining. This ſhew ended, the whole company 


roſe up; the elector gave his hand to made. 


moiſelle de Koniſmarc, and conducted her to 
her gondola, in which ſhe entered: the other 
ladies received into theirs the cavaliers, who | 
were moſt acceptable to them. For ſome time 
they diverted themſelves upon the water, du- Þ 
ring which they were agreeably entertained with 
the harmonious muſick of a grand concert, 
until the moment of their landing, when the 
elector placed himſelf, with mademoiſelle de 
Koniſmarc, in an open phaeton, ſurrounded 
with janiflaries and grand officers of the ſeraglio 
on horſeback, and in this manner they arrived 
at the caſtle of Mauritz bourg. 3 

The elector conducted Aurora into the apart- Þ 


ment prepared for her, the furniture whereof ü 
was new and extremely rich, particularly the 


bed, which was of a peculiar taſte, and admi- 
rably diſpoſed : it was of a yellow damaſk em- 


— with ſilver; imboſſed Cupids ſup- 
ported with one hand the hangings by way o 


garlands, and ſeemed with the other to ſpread } 


2 „ roſes upon a delightful bed. The 9 | 
room 
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room was adorned with different paintings re- 
preſenting the amours of Titan and Aurora. 
It is here, mademoiſelle, ſaid gallantly the 
elector, that you are truly a ſovereign, and 

that from grand ſeignior which I was, I 
eſteem it my glory to become your ſlave.” 
In whatever condition you preſent yourſelf, 
replied mademoiſelle de Koniſmarc, you will 
be always well in my eyes.“ Upon which the 
elector kiſſed her hand, and then left her alone; 
to give her liberty to change her habit, and to 
go and change his own. e 
Mademoiſelle de Koniſmarc put on that 
which the elector had ſent her in the morning, 
and never did ſhe appear more beautiful to the 
view. The elector on his part equipped him- 
ſelf out with the care of a man who is deſirous 
to pleaſe : when he knew that ſhe was dreſſed, 
he entered her apartment, and was extremely 
delighted to ſee her make ſo fine a figure; he 
conducted her to the comedy, in which were 
ated the amours of Pſyche, ſet off with all 
the proper decorations,  '' 25 21 
- Supper followed the play, and mademoiſelle, 
on fitting down to table, found upon her plate 
a noſegay of diamonds, rubies, emeralds and 
pearls; this notified that ſhe was to be the 
queen of a ball to be given after ſupper, which 
accordingly ſhe and the elector opened: they 
both in their turns attracted the looks and ad- 
miration of the whole aſſembly, who were 
charmed with their graceful manner of dancing: 
every. lady there wiſhed for ſuch a lover as the 
elector, and every man for ſuch a miftreſs as 
mademoiſelle de Koniſmarc. In fine, this glo- 
rious day paſſed to the reciprocal raviſhment of 
the two illuſtrious lovers: about the middle of the 
1 8 fn night 
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24 Hiſtory of Maurice Count Saxe. 
night they diſappeared, but no body ſeemed to 
take any notice of it, becauſe it was ſuſpected 


they wanted to be by themſelves ; where the 


elector without interruption was in full poſſeſ- 
ſion of mademoiſelle's charms, who, on her 
part, did not fail to give him the moſt lively 
marks of her tender love. 

This feſtival laſted fifteen days, and was di- 


verſified with all ſorts of entertainments, in 


which dancing was not forgotten; and here the 
lady always diſtinguiſhed herſelf. If in the 
courſe of diverſions ſhe was ſometimes thought- 


ful and melancholy, it was from the electreſs's 


not ſharing in them. She had not knowledge 
enough of the world, to perceive how redicu- 
lous ſuch a concern appeared, and had even the 
ſimplicity to communicate it to the elector, 

who, to make her eaſy, told her the eleftref 
was taking her own diverſions elſewhere with 
her court. In the mean time the elector was 
obliged to go to Dreſden upon ſome affairs; 


and the eagerneſs he had of returning to Mau- 


ritzbourg, having made him forget to viſit the 
electreſs, mademoiſelle de Koniſmarc reproach- 
ed him, when ſhe was informed of it, and told 


him, that the greateſt proof he could give her 


of his love, was to continue that regard for his 


ſpouſe, which the virtues of a princeſs ſo wor- 


thy of reſpect deſerved: ſhe even threatened 


that if he acted otherwiſe, to leave his domini- 
ons; and inſiſted, in order to mitigate the un- 
eaſineſs of the electreſs, on his immediate return 


to Dreſden; for ſhe abſolutely reſolved not to 
be the cauſe of that princeſs's being deprived 
of the pleaſure of ſeeing and e 1 to 
which he man 


© The electreſs; who was informed of this 
8 generoſity on the part of mademoiſelle de Ko- 
WE niſmarc, was charmed with her delicate way 
WE of thinking, and eſteemed her far the more. 
WT It is true, that this favourite made always a 


proper return; that ſhe never deviated from the 
WE moſt reſpectful regard for the electreſs; and 


WR that far from diſſuading the elector from ſee- 


plaiſance and civil uſage. 


The good offices which mademoiſelle d Ko- 
reaſon why. ſhe was not jealous of her rival's 


1 for being attached to a perſon of ſo much 
merit; ſhe ſaw her often, and treated her with 


even the women bear her an ill-will; her 
modeſty, ſweetneſs, and politeneſs made her 
ſo univerſally beloved. In her higheſt favour 
ſhe took a pleaſure to prevent the neceſſities of 
the wretched; and her name is reſpected to this 
day, not only by thoſe who knew her, but 
likewiſe by thoſe who have heard ſpeak of her. 
As ſoon as the elector returned from Mau- 
ritzbourg to Dreſden, he provided her a houſe 
magnificently furniſned; and in a ſhort time 
after prevailed with the canoneſſes of Quedlin- 
bourg to make her deaneſs of their chapter: this 


tained ever aſter. The elector ſupped with her 
tertainments, of which the whole court parti- 


cipated with pleaſure. _ PP 
Vai 1; ; G The 


ing that princeſs, ſhe told him often the loſs ſhe | 
had of his heart was ſo great, that he could 
never ſufficiently make her amends by his com- 
| niſmarc rendered daily to the electreſs, were the 
favour : ſhe could not even blame the elector 


familiarity. The courtiers had a reſpect for her, 
founded on the moſt perfect eſteem, nor could 


title gave her that of madam, which ſhe re- 


every evening, and often gave her grand en- 


KR 


26 Hiſtory of Maurice Count Saxe. 
The emperor Henry, commonly. called the 
Fowler, is the founder of the church 'of Qued- 
linbourg : he took pleaſure in catching birds in 
the neighbourhood of this town, formerly a 
 Hans-town, and the uſual place of his reſidence. 
It was after the defeat of forty. thouſand Huns 
near Merſburg, that this emperor began to build 
the church of Quedlinbourg, to fulfil a vow he 
had made for the proſperity of his arms: he 
dedicated it to St. Servatius, and died not long 
after. His widow Matilda continued the build- 
ing, and their ſon Otho, the emperor, finiſhed 
it, and erected it into an abbey, which he 
richly endowed, as well by donations, as by 
privileges; and eſtabliſhed in it for abbeſs his 
niſter Matilda, the 1oth of September in the 
year 937. Pope Agapetus II. confirmed tbeſe 
donations, and ordered that this church ſhould 
only hold directly of Rome. The emperors have 
ſucceſſively granted great advantages to this ab- 
bey. Otho I. wanted it ſhould be under the 
protection of the emperors and princes of his 
houſe, as founders, in caſe the empire, in the 
ſequel, ſhould fall to any other family. | 
This houſe having been extinct about the 
beginning of the eleventh century, it is not 
politively known to whom paſled the right of 
protectorſhip: but there is great ground to be- 
Heve that it devolved, as belonging to the houſe = 
of Anhalt, (who poſſeſſed the margraviat of 
Brandebourg in the thirteenth century) and that 
they had yielded it, as a meſne or inferior fief, 
to the counts of Reinſtein. The branch of 
Anhalt-Brandebourg being extinct by the death 
of the elector John IV. this protection was 
given in fief to Rodolphus, elector of Saxony, 
ef the houſe of Aſcania, on condition that the 
| | — | counts 
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Hiſtory of Maurice Count. Saxe. 27 
counts of Reinſtein ſhould enjoy it as an infe- 
rior fief. | 

The biſhops of Halberſtad, to whom the 
town had ſubjected itſelf, having had great 
diſputes with theſe counts, enjoyed this right 
of protecorſhip, and ſold it to the town 
of Quedlinbourg for two hundred marks of 
filver ; which was the occaſion of great di- 
ſturbances to the abbey, nor were they ter- 
minated but by a war in 1477. The abbeſs 
| Hedwige took the place by the aſſiſtance of her 
brother Albert, elector of Saxony, and cha- 
ſtized both the governor and inhabitants, from 
whom ſhe drew large ſums. By the mediation 
of William, duke of Brunſwick, the biſhop of 
Halberſtad afterwards renounced” the right of 
protection in favour of the ſaid abbeſs Hedwige, 
who made a ceffion of it to her brother Al- 
bert, elector of Saxony, in form of fief. From 
that time the electors of Saxony have enjoyed 
it without interruption, and the inveſtiture of 
it was again renewed at Quedlinbourg, the 21ſt 
of September 1695, in the name of Frederick- 
Auguſtus II. who a little time thereafter fold _ 

this right to the king of Pruſſia for three hun- 
dred crowns, as alſo the right of protection of 
the town of Norhauſen. On the third of Fe- 
bruary 1698, the king of Pruſſia ſent in three 
companies of infantry to Quedlinbourg, where 
he eſtabliſhed, at PE ſame time, cuſtoms on 
the merchandize : the abbeſs laid her complaint 
before the emperor, but he made no determi- 
nation in the caſe. Upon this right of protec- 
tion depends other rights and prerogatives, 

principally the higher juriſdiction of the town 
of 5 the abbeſs only e the 


lower. 
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28 Hiſtory of Maurice Count Saxe. 
Ihe abbeſles of Quedlinbourg had formerly 
Hereditary officers : in the acts of the abbeſſes 
Oſterlinde and Gertrude, in the years 1230 and 
1241, we find Hernan grand maſter, Diederie 
grand cup-bearer, Bernard grand marſhal, and 
Otho grand chamberlain. There are in this chap- 
ter four dignities, the abbeſs, the prioreſs, the 
deaneſs, and canoneſs: theſe ladies ought to be 
at leaſt baroneſſes, or of the immediate nobility 
of the empire. The houſes of Brandebourg, 
Brunſwick and Hanalt poſſeſs fiefs, which hold 
of this abbey. No abbeſs can be elected with- 
out the conſent of the hereditary protector of 
the abbey; and her election wants nothing to 
render it valid, but the emperor's confirmation, 
the holy ſee excepted. The abbeſs of Quedlin- 
bourg is of the circle of Upper Saxony; and at 
the diet of the empire ſhe has her ſeat on the 
bench of the prelates of the Rhine. The reli- 
gion profeſſed in this abbey, is the Lutheran, 
ever ſince that religion was received in 1539, 
by the abbeſs Anne II. daughter to Brothon, 
count of Stolberg. The emperor Henry I. ſir⸗ 
named the Fowler, is interred in the abbey, 
on which depends the town of Quedlinbourg, 
and the villages of Ditfurt and Saderobe: this 
laſt however is diſputed by the king of Pruſſia, 
who pretends, that it ought to depend on his 
biſhoprick of Halberſtad. The abbeſſes live in 
the palace, which belonged to the emperor 
Henry, in the town of Quedlinbourg. The 
arms of this abbey are gules charged with two 
filver knives and golden handles, ſaltear- wiſe. 
In the mean time madam Koniſmarc became 
pregnant; and on the 19th of October 1696, 
was delivered of a ſon. The birth ef this in- 
fant gave infinite Joy to the OM - he RI 
| 4 im 


Hiſtory of Maurice Count Saxe. 29 
Him Maurice, in memory of the triumph which 
he had obtained over the mother at Mauritz- 
bourg; and he afterwards acknowledged him as 
his ſon by the title of count Saxe. During the 
whole time of madam Koniſmarc's lying-in, 
the elector ſcarce left her; and he h 

complaiſance to paſs whole days at her bed- 
fide, that he might be a witneſs. himſelf of her 
having every thing which ſhe ſtood in need of. 
However, notwithſtanding the great care that 
was taken of her, ſhe was affected with a ſmall, 
putrid, and conſtant ſweating, of which ſhe 
never could be cured, whatever remedies were 
preſcribed her. This unhappy accident ſo diſ- 
guſted the elector, that by degrees he diſcon- 
tinued his uſual affiduities ; and, after ſetting 
certain affairs relating to her in order, quite 
left off living with her, as formerly, although 
he. ſtill continued to viſit her, and to the laſt 
moment treated her with the ſame eſteem. _ 
Beſides the large revenues which ſhe drew 


from her chapter of Quedlinbourg, the elector 


had ſettled conſiderable penſions on her; which 
put her in a condition to make the ſame figure 
as heretofore, and to give count Maurice 
an education ſuitable to his birth. He was 
nurſed with the ſame care as the prince elec- 
toral, of whom the electreſs had been delivered 
ſome days before; and though the eletor was 
no more attracted to her houſe by the loadſtone 
of love, he nevertheleſs went often to ſee the 
little Maurice, or had him brought in his pre- 
ſence : for he took a ſingular pleaſure in be- 
holding him, becauſe he found in this child fo 
great a reſemblance of himſelf, that he took a 
fancy to him from the firſt moment he ſaw 


him, | | | [ 
&3  - a 
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go Hiſtory of Maurice Count Saxe. 
In order to bring himſelf to a perfect ftate 
of indi fferency with reſpect to 35 a Koniſ- 
marc, (whom he had too much loved to be able 
eaſily to forget, and whoſe misfortune he re- 
gretted as much as ſhe did herſelf) he accepted 
the offer then made him by the. emperor, of 
going to take the command of his army in 
Hungary. The prince, in bidding a moſt me- 
Jancholy adieu to madam Koniſmarc, recom- 
mended to her care, more than once, his little 
dear Maurice; and having promiſed rewards to 
the woman whom he had placed about him, 
then departed, Being arrived at Belgrade, he 
behaved in ſuch a manner, as to let it be ſeen, 
that the love of glory prevailed ſtill over that 
which he had for the ſex; and he anſwered 
perfectly to the high opinion which Leopold 
had conceived of him. That emperor held his 
court then at. Vienna, where, after the cam- 
paign, the elector went, and paſſed the winter; 
and was received with all the marks of diſtinc- 
tion due to bis rank and merit. 

Joſeph, the emperor's eldeſt fon, contraſted 
ſuch an intimacy with him, that theſe two 
princes never were aſunder. The king of the 
Romans (for ſuch Joſeph then was) gave a ball 
very day, and the elector was preſent at every 

one of theſe aſſemblies. One day he happened 
to ſee there a young lady, whom he particu- 
larly took notice of for her beauty, carriage, 
and graceful manner of dancing. He was cu- 
rious to know if her mind anſwered. to her 
external qualifications, and being ſoon ſatisfied 
as to that particular, he could no longer guard 
His heart againſt her charms ; this he took care 

quickly to let her know, and his declaration 
was ſavourably received by the lady. AL - 
| Hitherto 


Hiſtory of Maurice Count Saxe. 31 
Hitherto he had not made his addreſſes but 
to belles, who were miſtreſſes of their own 
wills; he had their virtue only to combat, and 
conſidering the advantages of his perſon, theſe 
were but trivial obſtacles to his deſigns : but 
here much greater difficulties preſented them- 
ſelves; the perſon in queſtion was lately mar- 
ried, and her old huſband was an Argus, who 
watched her leaſt motions, and ſcarce allewed 
her to be out of his fight one moment. He was 
an old courtier, who having early begun his 
courſe of gallantry, had married to enjoy ſome 
reſt after ſo much toil; and if he had made 
choice of a young wife, it was to keep himſelf 
in that voluptuous ſenſuality, which, by way 
of memorandum, ſometimes as yet amuſed his 
deſires. The various love- adventures which he 
had gone through in his youth, had made him 
acquainted with many ſtratagems of the women; 
and he dreaded learning the reſt at his own 
coſt, becauſe he felt himſelf in the caſe of de- 
ſerving it in all reſpects. As he thought that 
he had already perceived the elector a little too 
aſſiduous about his lady, he redoubled his care. 
Jealouſy lent him her torch, that he might have 
a clearer and nearer view of her conduct, and 
he eagerly ſought what he dreaded to find. 
In the mean. time our lovers purſued their 
point; and, though to give one another mu- 
tual marks of the moſt perfect affection was a 
great pleaſure to them, yet to deceive à huſ- 
band, whom they ſaw greatly embarraſſed, 
gave it a higher reliſh. But, in fine, one day 
having forgotten their uſual precaution, » and 
being overcome with the ſweet languor which 
attends the ſacrificing too freely to Cupid, fo 
far as to fall aſleep, (of which they had occa- 
4 oo ſion 
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32 Hiſtory of Maurice Count Saxe. 
ſion to recover their ſpirits) the jealous huſband 
was directed, by ſome unlucky chance, to the 
place where they ſtill lay, crowned with the 
laurels of his fhame. Vulcan was not more 
confounded, when he found Mars in the arms 
'F of Venus, than the old huſband was on this 
'S - ſimilar occaſion: however, he took the reſo- 
1 tion, which every wiſe man ought to take in the 
1&1 like caſe, namely, that of patience ; and ima- 
il 4 | gining he could not be better revenged of his 
bd wife, than by the contempt he ſhewed of her 
Fi perſon, he abandoned her wholly to the elec- 
'' tor, who ſome days after carried her along with 
him to Dreſden.” - I 
Though madam Koniſmarc appeared ne 
more at court in the ſame favour as formerly, 
and that her misfortune was publickly known ; 
yet her obliging, ſweet and affable character 
had preſerved her old friends, and daily pro- 
cured her new ones. She was not ignorant of 
the elector's new amours, and ſaw his miſtreſs 
arrive at Dreſden without any alteration in her 
countenance, though perhaps inwardly things 
paſſed very differently; but it is ftill a great 
talent to poſſeſs the art of diſſimulation, and 
to command one's ſelf on ſuch untoward occa- 
fions, As ſoon as ſhe found a proper opportu- 
nity of making her court to the elector, ſhe 
went with her little Maurice, and compli- 
mented the new favourite,. who happened to 
be in the apartment, with all the politeneſs 
imaginable. She anſwered all her friends, who 
endeavoured to, comfort her by the part which 
they ſeemed to take in her diſgrace, © that the 
©, prince was the maſter ; that having no right 
to oppoſe his will, ſhe would always make it 
* her duty to reſpect it; that ſhe loved him 
At | EY 4 too 


Hiſtory of Maurice Count Saxe. 33. 
too much not to reverence his pleaſures; and 
in ſhort, that the fate of the electreſs diſturbed 
her more than her own; for ſhe always had 
for that princes the moſt tender and reſpect- 
ful attachment.” 502 ee 
It was by this inimitable conduct, that ſhe 
maintained herſelf at court, eſteemed by the 
elector, beloved by the electreſs, and reſpected 
by her rival herſelf, who dreaded her. She did 
not give over appearing at court, till not able 
longer to bear the injurious behaviour of this 
new favourite, ſhe was obliged to retire from 
it with her little Maurice, for whom her ten- 
derneſs and care augmented. | "$26! . 

John Sobieſky, king of Poland, happening 
to die about this time, the kingdom was in 
combuſtion on account of the different candi- 
dates, who aſpired to mount the throne. It 
was then madam Koniſmarc, who {till inte- 
reſted herſelf in the glory of Frederick-Augu- 
ftus, inconſtant as he was, gave him the rſt 
idea of aſpiring to that crown; and it is pre- 
tended, that to her alone the houſe of Saxony 
owes the project, which ſhe imparted to the 
elector in a particular interview ſhe had with 
him at the Eaſter fair of Leipſic in 1697. More 
taken up with his pleaſures than ambition, he 
had only fought to live peaceably among his 
natural ſubjects, who adored him, without be- 
ing anxious to burden himſelf with the load 
of a foreign diadem; nevertheleſs, having ſe- 
riouſly reflected on the advice of madam Ko- 
niſmarc, he offered himſelf a candidate, and 
was elected king of Poland and great duke of 
Lithuania, the 17th of June 1697, and crowned 
the 15th of September following. 5 
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34 Hiſtory of Maurice Count Saxe. 

Young as Maurice count Saxe was, he gave 
ſufficient indications of the taſte which he one 
day would have for arms, He had ſcarce left 
his cradle, when the little amuſements proper 
to keep children in good humour, and to divert 
them, would by no means do with him: he 


wanted drums and kettle-drums, of which the 


Noiſe pleaſed him as much as that of fire-arms ; 
and this warlike diſpoſition grew upon him, as 
he advanced in age: when the troops were ex- 


erciſed, he was always-ſure to be preſent ; and 


the moment he returned to his apartment, he 
had children of his own age brought to him, 
with whom he imitated in miniature what he 


had ſeen executed at full length: he had always 


in his hand a ſtick, a piſtol, or a ſword : he 
had ſuch an extraordinary liking to horſes, that 
the moment he could walk, he went among 
them; and this familiarity grew upon him ſo 


much, that to the day of his death he was paſ- 


fonately fond of them. 
When he was in a condition 90 bis 3 out 


of the womens bands, and to be under the di- 


rection of a governor, the king of Poland, too 
tender to neglect any thing that might contribute 
to procure him an education ſuitable to his birth, 
red no pains to make choice of a perſon capa- 
ble, in all reſpects, to cultivate the happy diſpo- 
ſitions he remarked in him. At firſt he placed 
M. de Lorme about him; a man of true me- 
rit, and who fully anſwered to the high opinion 
they had of him at court. But madam Koniſ- 
marc, who had a particular taſte for the French 
language, in which ſhe excelled, wanted to 


give him a governor of that nation: ſhe ad- 


dreſſed herſelf to monſieur d' Alengon, captain 


in Bonneval's regiment, who was already at- 


1 5 tached 


#. 
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tached to her, and he propoſed for the purpoſe 
his younger brother, who was then at Dreſden. 
This young Frenchman was diſtinguiſhed for 
| his manners and behaviour, and above all for 
his dexterity in all the exerciſes in which young 
people of birth are uſually educated: brought 
up in the principles of Calvin, and being then 
only twenty-three years of age, upon his leav- 
ing the academy at Paris, he imagined that he 
might advance his fortune more among ſtran- 
gers, than in his own country, conſidering the 
difference of religion. After making vain at- 
tempts in ſeveral German courts, he found 
himſelf at that of Saxony, when this occaſion 
offered, Madam Koniſmarc preſented him to 
the king of Poland, who was directly taken 
with the eaſy manner in which that young 
gentleman expreſſed” himſelf, and greatly ap- 
proved of her choice. | | 

Count Saxe was no fooner in the hands of 
men, than riding and feneing took up all his 
thoughts, and he would hear of no other exer- 
ciſe: they had all the difficulty in the world to 
make him learn to read and write; and it was 
only upon promiſing that he ſnould ride in the 
afternoon, that they got him perſuaded to ſtudy 
ſome hours in the morning. With regard to 
other ſtudies, ſuch as Latin, foreign languages, 
mathematicks, drawing, muſick, &c. he never 
would hear of them; for he was always of an 
imperious temper, and could not bear contra- 
diction: but ſo ſoon as he was in a condition 
to be ſenſible of his fault, he endeavoured to 
repair it by a ſtudy truly ſerious; and at laſtz 
by the dint of application, he rendered himſelf 
capable at leaſt of the moſt important affairs, 
without the help of à ſecretary; en re- 
„ C 6 8 
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gard to other affairs of leſs conſequence, he 
always made it his particular care to chuſe diſ- 
crete people, on whoſe fidelity he could depend, 
as on himſelf; and in effect, it is but doing 
Juſtice to thoſe who had the honour of his con- 
fidence, to ſay, in this place, that they never 
made a bad uſe of it, and that never any gene- 
ral was more faithfully ſerved than he. = 
He ſeemed to foreſee, that France would, 
one day, become his country ; for its language 
was the only foreign-one which he would ſubmit 
to learn by rule, and he always affected to have 
Frenchmen about him : he was in a particular 
manner attached to monſieur d'Alengon, be- 
cauſe he only ſpoke to him in French, and that 
he loved that language more than what was 
natural to him. | 0 

So ſoon as he was able to fit firm on horſe- 
back, he followed the king in all his military 
expeditions, and his father's example rendered 
him intrepid : he accompanied him in all his 
Poliſh campaigns, and always behaved in a 
manner worthy of the illuſtrious blood from 
which he ſprang. | | 
As the troubles of Poland were pacified for 
ſome time, count Saxe had no more occaſions 
of indulging his paſſion for the field: but ſome 
time after, the allies having declared war againſt 
France, he formed a reſolution of going thi- 
ther. Neither diſcouraged by the diſtance, nor 
prevailed on by the moſt prefling intreaties of 
his mother, who wiſhed extremely to have him 
under her eye, he marched on foot as a private 
ſoldier all the way, to the Netherlands, which 

was at that time the theatre of war, where he 
joined the king his father, who had come 
incog. to the camp of the allies before wy 
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vhich they were beſieging, The reputation of 
prince Eugene and the duke of Marlborough, 
who commanded, had inſpired him with a de- 
ſire of fighting under two ſuch great men; and 
he wanted to be a witneſs of their noble actions, 
with a deſign one day to imitate them. The 
king of Poland, who was not known but un- 
der the name of count Miſſein, had given the 
command of the Saxon troops to general Schul- 
lembourg, who made count Saxe his aid- major 
eneral. IG hat 
The city of Liſle was inveſted the 12th _of 
Auguſt 1708, and ſurrendered the 23d of Oe- 
tober following: the citadel had the ſame fate 
the Toth of December in the ſame year, forty 
days after opening the trenches. Though count 
Saxe was then no more than twelve years old, 
yet he mounted the trenches ſeveral times, both 
before the city and the citadel, under the eyes 
of the king his father, who admired his bravery. 
It was during the operations of this ſiege, that 
he ſaw prodigies of valour on both ſides ; but 
he could not give the generals of the allies all 
the praiſes they deſerved, without conceiving, 
at the ſame time, a high opinion of the expe- 
rience of marſhal Bouflers, who had ſuſtained 
the two iieges with a prudence and bravery, 
Which immortalized his memory; and procured 
him the compliments of prince Eugene, in 
terms no leſs ſincere on his part, than highly 
| advantageous to that brave general. 


» 


Every thing having been regulated touching 
the capitulation of the citadel of Liſle, the two 
armies ſeparated to go into winter quarters z 
and thus ended the campaign of 1708. But : 
the interval betwixt the taking of the city and 
the ſurrender of the citadel, was marked by an 
= £94 | amorous 
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amorous intrigue, in which the young count 
Saxe was engaged. As it was his firſt adventure 
of the kind, or at leaſt the firſt which was known, 
it ſhall be the only one I ſhall mention in the 
courſe of his hiſtory; for to trace him through 
all the different ſcenes of his gallantries, would {| 
be an endleſs work : let it ſuffice then to ſay, 
that he always paſt for the moſt vigorous man 
of his, age, and that the number of ſacrifices 
which he daily offered to Cytherea, without 
neglecting his other occupations, procured him 
the reputation of a Hercules among the gay 
part of the ſex, who would have been high] 
pleaſed to find half ſo much ardour 1 in their E 
bands. 
| Although > as time only twelve years old, 
yet was he manly in all reſpects: his little mi- 
ſtreſs was of the ſame age, but ſeemed to be 
more a woman than is uſual with girls of her 
years; her hair was of a lively brown, and the 
beauty of her ſkin, delicate and white as ala- 
baſter, greatly heightened by that charming 
colour, Which the ableſt painters can ſcarce] 
imitate : her eyes were lively, ſparkling, and 
much larger in proportion than her mouth; the 
beautiful carnation of her lips, and the white- 
neſs of her teeth, ſeemed expreſsly made to 
adorn each other; her face was round, her 
ſmile graceſul and alluring, and the tone of 
her voice ſoftneſs itſelf ; her fize, though but 
middling, ſo well acread with her other perfec- 
tions, that it became her better than if the had 
been taller : in ſhort, it might be ſaid, that all 
the graces aſſembled in her little, but con- 
ſummate perſen, and that ſhe was an object, 
on whom nature had beſtowed her moſt pre- 
cious Silts; 3 in one word, had, as it were, out- 
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done herſelf in tbe compoſition of this lovely 
little creature. She joined to ſo many external 


perfections, a ſweet, - amiable character, | and a 


mind far above her experience. 
Her father's name was Duboſan, a native 6 


Touray; and though of an obſeure birth, yet 


he had the character of a man of probity: he 
had all along lived in that ſuperſtitious devotion, 


which the Spaniards had introduced in the Ne- 


therlands, when they were in poſſeſſion of it, 
and which the people have ſtill kept up to by 
habit. He had been a widower for about a 
year, with a boy and three girls; but having 
diſcovered in the oldeſt of his daughters a pru- 
dence and ceconomy, which rendered her capable 


of educating his other children, of ſerying them 


as a mother, and of managing his houſe, he had 
no thoughts of marrying again. Although the 


little trade which he bad till then carried on, 


was far from being extenſive, it was however 
his whole reſource, and afforded his little fa- 
mily an honeſt ſubſiſtance. 

His wife, who was one of the beſt wg 
workers in the whole country, had finiſhed a 
magnificent ſuit or dreſs for the head, which 


ſhe propoſed to go and fel} at Bruſſels, when 


death prevented her. The father deſtined the 
produce of this lace, valued at two thouſand 


_ crowns, as a portion for his daughters: but the 


ſiege and taking of Liſle having brought to that 


place a great number of foreign princes and 
noblemen, he judged it a proper juncture for 


diſpoſing to advantage of this manufacture, and 


that the money employed in his buſineſs would 
confiderably augment it; he therefore ſet up 
his lace to ſale, and propoſed it to all the moſt 
N * of the allied army, ſome 
of 
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of whom went to ſee it, and others had it 
brought to them. 
Count Saxe was dining one day at prince Bias 
gene” s, when Duboſan's daughter came to ſhew it 
that general. The young gentleman was more 
ftruck. with the beauty of the merchant, than 
curious about her merchandize, becauſe he was 
better ſkilled in the one than the other, He 
had never ſeen any thing ſo charming as that 
Lay ; and his heart had never felt before, for any 
4 ſemale, what he now felt for her; he found 
himſelf electrified all over by a charm ſo ſuper- 
natural, that he could not kinder himſelf from 
telling her aloud a thouſand things, as tender 
as pretty; and to which ſhe always anſwered 
with as much judgment as modeſty. The whole 
company remarked the tender ſentiments of the 
young count, by the fixed attentions which he 
had for the beautiful Roſetta, the name of this 
lovely girl ; he was complimented on his good 
taſte, which he received at firſt in jeſt, but ſoon 
grew ſerious upon the occaſion. | 
Prince Eugene not chuſing to purchaſe the 
lace, Roſetta returned home with it; but was 
ſcarce gone out, when the young amorous 
count followed her, under pretence of examin- 
ing her goods with more attention : the girl 
happened at that time to be alone, her father 
being gone twenty leagues diſtant upon con- 
cerns of commerce. Roſetta, who had but juſt 
then ſeen the count at prince Eugene's, and 
who had remarked with what diſtinction he was 
treated there, judged that he muſt be a noble- 
man of the higheſt rank, and his name, which 
ſhe had heard inentioned: confirmed her in this 
idea; but his good mein, his noble air, and his 
behaviour, convinced her more than all fs 
| re 
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Hliſtory of Maurice Count Saxe. 41 
reſt; ſo that ſhe received him with a politeneſs 


full of reſpect, by telling him, © ſhe was ex- 


< tremely ſorry for the trouble he gave himſelf, 


© of coming to her houſe ; that if he had ſent 


in ſhort, ſhe begged, as her father was from 


for her, ſhe would have waited Ker es rom 


home, and had carried along with him the 
key of their beſt room, ta be excuſed that ſhe 
could not receive him better.“ Inſtead. of fo 
many compliments a little familiarity would 
have been more agreeable to him; but that 
does not uſually -come all at once : there 
muſt be preludes and parleys in the affair of 


love; while the happy moment arrives in- 


ſenſibly. 5 | 


As the heart of the charming Roſetta was 


the firſt he had ever attacked, he thought girls 


were beſieged and taken like forts, and he made 


a declaration of his paſſion a little in the mili- 


tary way, His firſt approaches were by taking 


her in his arms, but Roſetta, equally aſhamed, 
and aſtoniſhed, briſkly repulſed him, to let him 
know, that ſuch a familiar introduction was no 


ways agreeable to her. He was not however 


diſcouraged, but made a ſecond attack, which 
proving not more ſucceſsful than the former, 


he intrenched himſelf upon the reſerve, and 
acted the formal lover with eyes and tongue. 


Roſetta was pleaſed, and even thankful for his 


moderarion, and ſeemed not to be diſpleaſed to 


hear her charms ſo highly extolled. He ex- 


preſſed the violence of his paſſion in ſuch inſi- 
nuating terms, that the love which he really 


felt, crept like infection inſenſibly into the heart 
of the young and innocent Roſetta, as he ſpoke 


to her; ſo that this love, which was at firſt 


but paſſive, was ſoon changed into active: her 


CY es 
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eyes become tender and languiſhing, ſeemed to 
ſeek thoſe of the count without daring however 
to encounter them. A dejected countenance diſ- 
covered the revolution which paſſed in her mind; 
a modeſt baſhfulneſs appearing and difappearing 
at the ſame time, changed, every moment, 
the beautiful colours which nature had painted on 
_ face; and ſpread various ſhadowings over 
Broken and incoherent anſwers made but a 
ee defence, a qualm enſuing forced her to ſit 
down: in ſhort, every thing notified her ap- 
proaching defeat and the count's glory. No- 
vice as he was, he perceived it; and as he was 
too little verſed in the art of conquering hearts 
to know its rules, he obſerved none; but tak- 
ing abruptly the advantage of Roſetta's weak- 
neſs, he conquered without either of them 
knowing well what they were doing; and thus 
-they made to one another a mutual ſacrifice of 


3 their 1 innocence. 


Qur two young lovers had taſted: pleaſures 
too lively and ſenfible not to continue to enjoy 
them; but there was a neceſſity to uſe great 
precaution to keep their intrigue a ſecret. In 
country, towns every body knows the whole 
inhabitants, and the neighbours, are ſpies upon 
one another; beſides, that Roſetta had a vir- 
tuous father, who, watchful over the conduct 
of his daughter, whoſe age began to give diſ- 
_—_— would not have ſuffered the leaſt appear- 
- ance of gallantry; ſhe was too young, and too 
- Innocent, to think of thoſe ſtratagems which 
are commonly made uſe of in the like caſes; 
and her lover had likewiſe too little experience 
to give her any inſtructions. Cupid, who per- 
- ceived their perplexity, took pity. on them; 
and willing to favour inclinations ſo tender and 
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iy R pure, eſpouſed their intereſt with warmth. 
Blind as this little god is, he knows perfectly 


Vell how to conduct thoſe who pry him; 


he is fertile in contrivances of gallantry, and 


induſtrious to make them fucceed; yet with 
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iT the fame torch that he lights ſome, he dazzles 


the eyes of others. His own proper glory was 


XX concerned in preſerving theſe two tender vic- 
tims, and their cauſe became his own; beſides 
be had a pique at Mars, for having reaped 
tze firſt fruits of Maurice's heart; and was 
charmed to find fo favourable an occaſion to be 


revenged, by ſubduing him in his turn. He in- 
ſpired the young count with a thouſand ways, 


Jo to have ſecret interviews with his dear 


Roſetta; and artfully to deceive the curioſity 


and vigilance of neighbours,- which would be 


too long to be particularized here; it hall-fuut- 
Ace to fay, that our two lovers kept a cloſe. 
corre ſpondence for near three months, without 
the father's hauing, Argus as he was, bs leaſt 


ſuſpicion ofi their intrigue 4.95 


They were ſo well aſſiſted in tlicks. 3 
and found pleaſures ſo exquiſite in their mutual 
raptures, that, for want of experience, they 

imagined: they ſhould never bave an end; but 
the ſame. god who: had fo much favoured: Wen 
began at laſt to diſturb their amour. Roſetta 
at length felt ſome flight indiſpoſitions, which 
betokened pregnancy, a ſupernatural change — 
her plumpneſs put the matter out of doubt: 


her joys then ſucceeded nothing but . 


breaking deſpair, under which ſhe muſt have 


ſunk, had not the count ſet all engins at work 


to kevp up her fpirits. He propoſed her going 


to lie-in at Bruſſels; and promiſed ſuch care 


ſhould be taken of her, that ſhe ſhould have 
no 
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no occaſion to regret the loſs of her family. 


Me eaſily believe what is ſaid by the perſon. 


whom we love, which was Roſetta's caſe ; and 


ſhe took her meaſures ſo well to get out of her 


father's houfe, that ſhe was arrived at Bruſſels 
before any of the family AGE that the. 
was mifling. 

The count however did not accompany her 
in her journey, to avoid the ſuſpicion of being 


concerned in her flight. He directed her to a 'q 


lady of his acquaintance, to whom he recom- 
mended her as the perſon of all others in the 
world, whoſe intereſt was moſt dear to him ; and 
after affecting to appear in the town more than 
uſual for ſome weeks, he left it to go and ſee 
her. Although Roſetta had been received with 
all poſſible marks of friendſhip by the lady in 
whoſe houſe ſhe was, and the utmoſt endeavours 


had been uſed to divert her; yet, as ſhe was 


a ſtranger, ina place where ſhe knew no body, 
and did not dare to go out for fear of being 


diſcovered, ſhe was in a very melancholy way, 


when her lover arrived, How great was her 
joy when ſhe ſaw her dear count appear at the 
time appointed ; for he had taken care to write 
to her every day, and ſhe was equally punctual 
in her anſwers. Never were letters more ten- 
der than theirs: I ſhall only inſert two of them 
here, by which a judgment may be formed of 
the reſt, for they were all in the ſame taſte and 
ſtile with the following. p21 % 


The tender and unfortunate Ride to her well- 


beloved count Saxe. 


« ALT HOUGH I write to you, my dear 


count, methinks I am ſpeaking to you, 


ſo much are you preſent to my Imagination : 


© but ; 


— 
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but alas | how cruel is the alluſion ; when I 


run to bang about your neck, and find you 
not. Will you ſtill be long abſent from me? 


No, no; you will not be long, or you will 


be for ever; for I can no longer live without 
you. It is only fince I had the misfortune 
to be deprived of the pleaſure of ſeeing and 
poſſeſſing you, that I know the extent of 
your worth and of my own paſſion ; for the 
practice of giving, and of receiving marks of 
affection, from you, became ſo habitual, as 
made me ignorant of their value. Come, 
dear count, fly to comfort that tender and 
deſolate Roſetta, who was ſo dear to you, 
and who ought to be ſo ſtill by the purity of 


her intentions, which the has vowed to vou 


for life. 

© I have occaſion for all your fondneſs *to 
ſupport me under my preſent fears, that not 
ſeeing me any more your love will change 
for me, and perhaps be directed to ſome 
other object: but alas! how unfortunate am -. 


I to think that you have taught me to love 


you, only that you may hate me afterwards ! 
Although this ſuſpicion, my dear count, is 
injurious to you, I beg of you not to be 
offended at it, as it flows from the exceſs of 
my love; I do juſtice to your manner of 


thinking: yes, you love me, I believe it; 


but love me ſtill. I have incloſed in this 
letter as many kiſſes as it can contain: O 
that I were the bearer myſelf, and could die 
with joy in your arms | How I envy the fate 
of this letter ! It will have the happineſs of 
fixing your eyes while you read it: why can- 
not I attract © one ſingle glance 

0 ** 
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Ls.et me hear from you every day, and in- 
form me what people ſay about me, and m 

< diſappearing: Are not you ſuſpected of beep 
© the cauſe? My God, what mortal diſquiets 
c torment my mind night and day! I arrived 
« days ago in the evening, without 
0 \\any other inconvenience, from the 
journey t a little wearineſs: notwithſtand- 
— 
c 
— 
0 
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ing the Rind reception | have met with upon 

your account, I have done nothing but weep 

ſince my A and if this letter is faithful 

to me, you will {till perceive my tears im- 

printed on it; it is for you alone, my dear 
© count, they flow, and I am not ſparing of 
them: they ſpring from too glorious a ſource | 
© to be ſoon dried up. I neither regret parents, 
nor friends, but you alone; there being none 
cin the world but yourſelf who attached me to 
it; and after you, the precious fruit of our 
tender loves: may it ever be the pledge of 
that friendſhip, which you have fo ſolemnly 
« ſworn to me! I aſk it in that pledge's name, 
and by every thing that is deareſt to you in 
© the world. Adieu, adorable count; I think 
of you night and day: think of me in your 
« ſpare moments: I embrace you a million of 
« times with all my ſoul ; for I have no heart, 
+ ſince I gave it you, which will not however 
© hinder me from being to the laſt moment Cot 
6 my rr | 

.< Your Wendls and faithful | 
ö | ROSE T T A.“ j 


w HY count 1 to ** dear Roſetta. | 


1 Received, my dear Roſetta, this tender and 
charming letter which you was ſo kind as 
5-to write me: one cannot be more ſenſible 
« & than 
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than Tam of all the tender marks of your lovę 
with which it is filled; let me beg of you not 


to doubt of inine: I lobe you, and will love 


you while I live; truſt to my oaths and your | 
own charms. | 


Why am I not with you to wipe off thoſe- 


c tears which I could not ſee falling without 
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the greateſt grief! The paper faithfully pre- 
ſented the precious marks, and I could not 
help mingling mine; but your fair eyes were 
not made to be the fountains from W 
ſorrows ſhould flow. 

Since you left this, you have not been one 
moment abſent from my ſight; and my ima- 
gination preſents you to me where you are 
not: my buſineſs is to viſit the places, thoſe 
tender places, where I was accuſtomed to ſee 
you. I there feed my imagination with the 
pleaſures I have taited in them; and it is thus 
I ſooth my grief, which would cauſe my death, 
ſhould it continue: I conjure you to call all 


your reaſon to your aſkſtance: be careful of 


a life infinitely more precious to me than my 
own; and conſider, that in your preſent 
condition it is dangerous to give yourſelf up 


to grief as you do. 


The fruit of our loves ſhall be always the 


pledge of my fidelity: I have not let one 
ſingle kiſs, incloſed in your dear letter eſcape 


me ; I gathered them all with the greateſt 
care and eagerneſs, and you will find as many 


| Do not you trouble yourſelf about what 
people may talk concerning you; what I hear, 
I ſhall let you know: but let them ſay what 


they pleaſe ; do not you be uneaſy, but en- 
deavour to preſerve your health ww taking 


6 Care 
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care to order not only every thing which is 
© neceſſary, but likewiſe whatever may be 


< agreeable to you. I do not perceive that I 
am ſuſpected of having any hand in your eſ- 

© cape. I reckon I ſhall be able in a few days 
© to finiſh what detains me here: I ſhall then 


not go, but fly on the wings of love to fold 


vou in my longing arms! Adieu, my dear 
| © Roſetta; receive a thouſand proteſtations of 


© a ſincere love; continue to love me as you 


© now do, and be well aſſured of an equal re- 
© turn to the laſt moments of your paſſionate 
© and faithful ſervant and friend 


78 MAURICE count SAX E.“ 


Count Saxe paſſed ſome weeks at Bruſſels with 
his dear and tender Roſetta, without the leaſt di- 
minution of their mutual fondneſs : but at laſt, 

having received orders from the king his father 
to return to Dreſden, he was obliged to be gone; 
and after taking proper care that ſhe ſhould be 


ſupplied with all things neceſſary for her, he 


left her with the moſt ſenſible regret. Their 
tender adieus were a moſt moving ſcene. Ro- 
ſetta would have willingly followed him to 
Dreſden, and he would as willingly have car- 
ried' her along with him: but her condition 
was an obſtacle there was no getting over ; and 
the lady, at whoſe houſe Roſetta lodged, loved 


her too well, and was too much attached to 


her, ever to en to it. 


This amour of count Saxe having never tran- 


ſpired at Dreſden, it was not ſo much as ſuſ- 
pected when he arrived there. Madam Koniſ- 


marc only perceived that he was more thought- 


ful than uſual; and that all the diverſons which 
_ the endeavoured to procure, were indifferent 


to 
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to him : ſhe could not therefore avoid aſking 


the cauſe of a change, which every body per- 
ceived; but he took care not to confeſs any 


thing. Not a poſt” however went for Bruſſels 
without a letter for Roſetta ; and every return 


of it was ſure to bring one from her. 

The time which the troops took up in their 
winter quarters, appeared very tedious to him: 
but ſo ſoon as he learned that they were begin- 
ning to move in Flanders, he laid hold of this 


pretence to take leave of the king and of ma- 


dam Koniſmarc; riding poſt, for more expedi- 
tion, to ſee his little miſtreſs at Bruſſels, who 
advanced in her pregnancy. It is more eaſy to 


imagine, than expreſs the pleaſure which the 


two lovers received on ſeeing each other again; 


and it was hard to determine, whoſe of the 


two was greateſt: nor was the diſpute about the 
exceſs of their joy interrupted, but by the ſiege 
of Tournay, which began the 27th of June 
1700; and dragged the count, from the arms 
of love, to tranſport him to the fields of Mars. 


My lord duke of Marlborough, who com 


manded the ſiege, took that city on the 28th 
of July following; and general Schullembour 

made himſelf maſter of the citadel the 31ſt of 
Auguſt, twenty-three days after the trenches 
were opened. The two generals, who had been 
witneſſes of count Saxe's noble actions during 
the laſt campaign, were confirmed in their api- 
nion of his bravery, by his.behaviour at theſe 
two fieges, where he had two narrow eſcapes 
of his life : the firſt, in his horſe's falling upon 
him, after he had 'been killed in the trench; 


and the ſecond, in having his hat ſhot through EE. 
with a muſket-bullet, whilſt he acted in qua- 


lity of general aid major, or 88 general 
Vor. I. D to 
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I to M. de Schullembourg, whom he ſerved there 
| as he had done at the ſiege of Liſle. 
- The very day of the evacuation of Tournay 
he received news of Roſetta's being brought to 
| bed of a daughter the evening before. He took 
| the advantage of the time, in which they were 
preparing for the ſiege of the citadel, to go to 
Bruſſels, where he expreſſed the oreateſt joy 
tor his 'miſtreſs's ſafe delivery, and acknow- 
ledged his daughter under the name of Julia. 
Het ſpared nothing to have her carefully brought 
up; and after taking proper meaſures for the 
maintenance of both the mother and the child, 
he returned to the ſiege of the citadel. 
While he was buſy in ſharing the fatigues of 
1 this ſiege, in order to participate in the glory 
of the place's being taken, Roſetta's father, 
informed of his daughter's conduct, and of the 
place where ſhe was, went himſelf to carry her 
off from Bruſſels; and conveyed her to a con- 
vent, from whence the never was permitted to 
write to her dear count; and the little Julia 
dying about eight months after, he never could 
hear of Roſetta any more, notwithſtanding all 
the pains he took to get ſome intelligence of 
her. For in the campaign of 1744. during his 
glorious defence near Liſle, he cauſed all ima- 
ginable inquiries to be made; and it was upon 
this occaſion, that the intrigue came to be 
known, with the circumſtances thereof, as hath 
been here related. : 
Scarce was the capitulation of the diene of 
Tournay mutually ſigned, when the allies, in- 
formed of the weakneſs of the gariſon of Mons, 
ſent a conſiderable body of horſe, carrying in- 
fantry behind them, under the command of the 
prince of Heſſe-Callel with a view to ron 
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the French from ſeizing on the paſſage of the 


* Hayne, and inveſting Mons, the capital of 
Haynault, before marſhal Villars ſnould diſcover 
their deſign. Count Saxe, impatient to go 
upon this expedition, aſked permiſſion to follow 
the prince of Heſſe-Caſſel; which having ob- 
tained, he carried a foot ſoldier behind him, 
and was one of the firſt who paſſed the Hayne, 


ſword in hand; while marſhal Villars croſſed 
the river of Heineau, in order to ſuccour Mons, 


and throw into it troops and proviſions. 

The two armies, ' who found themſelves 
within ſight of one another in the neighbour- 
hood of that city, began by cannonading, 
and remained in order of battle a part of the 
night, Next day ſeveral ſkirmiſhes happened 
betwixt the detachments of the two armies ; 


and count Saxe was preſent at moſt of them : 


he was always vexed, when he heard that there 


had been anygin Which he was not preſent, for 


he wanted to be every where. Mean time he 


narrowly eſcaped being taken or killed in one 


of theſe ſkirmiſhes, the loth of September 
1709; for he never would have been able to 
bring himſelf off, if by a piſtol-ſhot he had 
not luckily prevented the perſon. who nn 
him. 

It was on the 11th of September 1709, that 
the famous battle of Malplaquet was foughs, 
which proved very fatal to the two armies; 
ſince there were, on both ſides, twenty thou- 
ſand killed, and as many wounded, Count Saxe 


diſtinguiſhed himſelf in it by an intrepidity 


above his 2863 and far from being diſcouraged | 


nd” little river, which gives its name to the 
country of Haynault, 
D 2 with 
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with the ſlaughter, in the evening ſaid, He 
was content with his day's work.” 

He mounted the firſt trenches before Mons 
an the night, betwixt the 25th and 26th of the 
ſame month of September ; and that city hav- 
ing furrendered the Toth of October following, 
the campaign ended by the retreat of the two 
_ armies into winter quarters. 

Count Saxe returned to Dreſden, a re- 
ceived from the whole court the applauſes which 
the fame of his gallant behaviour, during the 
campaign, intitled him to. Madam Koniſ- 
marc was not the leaſt ſolicitous about giving 
Her dear ſon proofs of the pleaſure ſhe had in 
ſeeing him. This tender — had been under 
too many alarms ſince his departure, not to 
give way, with all her heart, to the joy which 
His return brought her. However glorious it 
Was, both for herſelf and him, ſhe would have 
been better pleaſed, that he had never been in 
the way of deſerving the praiſes, which flowed 
upon him from all quarters, (ſince they could 
not be acquired without the greateſt danger), 
Her firſt care was to engage him to take ſome 
reſt, of which he had great need after ſo much 
fatigue: but he took no more than what he 
thought neceſſary to diſcharge the complaiſance 
which was due to his mother; and having no 
more occaſions wherein to exerciſe his military 
.ardour, he wanted to continue at Dreſden the 
courſe of gallantry, which he had ſo happily 
begun at Liſle, under the auſpices of the charm- 
ing Roſetta, with whom he had taken his firſt 
inſtructions : but ſhe was too deeply rooted in 
his heart, for him to be able to forget her fo 
_eaſily ; and notwithſtanding the brilliant com- 
_ in _— he daily found himſelf, he 

; paſled 
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paſſed a very melancholy winter; becauſe he 
faw nothing which could recompenſe him for 
the loſs he had met with at Bruſſels, which ſtil 
took up his thoughts: ſo ne is the force os 
firſt inclinations. 

At length, having earned in March 1710; | 
that the Ruſſians were. on their way for Livo- 
nia, he left Dreſden, to repair to the ſiege of 
Riga; where Peter the Great commanded: in 
perſon, by whom he was graciouſly received; 
He behaved in this expedition in ſuch a manner, 
as juſtifted the reputation which he had already 
acquired. with this monarch, - Satisfied, in the 
end, to have fought under fo great a prince, 
and to have deſerved his prai took leave 
of him to repair to Flanders; there to finiſh 
the harveſt of laurels, which he had ſo happily 
begun the two preceding campaigns. | 

He arrived before Douay at the time of the 
capitulation of that place, the 25th of June, 
the ſame year 1710. If he was grieved, that 
he had had. no-ſhare in the work of this ſiege; 
he made himſelf full amends at. that of Bethune; 
which was inveſted the 23d of July following; 
and ſurrendered the — of Auguſt: for he 
there expoſed himſelf on fo many occaſionsz, 
and with ſo much intrepidity, that my lord 
duke of Marlborough could not forbear ſay ing, 
in ſpeaking of him, That none but a man 
© who knew not what danger was, could do 
© what he did; and prince Eugene was obliged 
likewiſe to tell him, in order to reſtrain his 
fire, That' temerity would never paſs; for 
.© bravery; and that he ought not thus to con- 
© found them, becauſe the connoiſſeurs would 
never be miſtaken about it.“ Nothing, how- 

ever, could ſlacken his ardour; and the natural 
| D323 deſire 
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deſire. of learning his trade was too ſtrong to 


let him be abſent from any attacks which were 


made during the ſiege. - | 

This ſiege having put an end to the cam- 
paign, he returned to Dreſden, where he ex- 
pected to find his mother; but ſhe had been 


obliged to repair to her abbey ſome days before 


His arrival. The cauſe of her diſgrace was, becauſe 


this virtuous lady, more attached to the perſonal 
glory of the king, than influenced by her own 
particular intereſt, had diſcovered to his majeſty 
ſeveral contrivances of his firſt miniſter to gra- 
tify his avarice: Sire, ſaid ſhe, one day, when 


ſhone with this monarch, the goodneſs which 


you have ſhewn for my ſon and yours; the 


precious in my eyes, not to endeavour to 
preferve and merit them more and more: I 


to conceal from you the leaft circumſtances 


turally good and judicious ;; your ſubjects, 
who adore you, look leſs upon you as their 
ſovereign, than as their father; nevertheleſs, 
permit me to ſay it, they are oppreſſed in 


authority with which you have honoured him ; 
he follows no other law, but that of his ca- 
price: his favour and credit are fo formidable 


him; for it is often dangerous for private 
perſons to take upon them to give advice to 


are born to carry a reſpect to the very crimes 


themſelves of miniſters, whom they have 
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< made 


confidence and eſteem with which you have 
honoured me theſe fifteen years paſt, are too 


likewiſe ſet too high a value on your glory, 


that may contribute to blaſt it, You are na- 


your name. Your miniſter openly abuſes the 


at court, that none dare expoſe themſelves 
to his reſentment, by ſpeaking to you againſt 


princes : It would ſeem, that their ſubjects 
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made choice of: All Europe knows the too 
great indulgence which you have. for yours: 
they even charge it as a weaknels ; and can 
you be guilty of any? You are the only per- 
ſon ignorant of what paſſes, becauſe you be- 
lieve none but him: nevertheleſs he deceives- 
you, Sire, and follows nothing but bis ava- 
rice and ambition. It is he who now reigns 
over your people: the aſcendant which he- 
has gotten alſo over your majeſty, has givem 
him power to remove from court the very 
perſons who had introduced him. Miniſters 
corrupt ſovereigns by their flatteries ; but 
ſovereigns alſo ſpoil miniſters by too blind a. 
confidence: yours facrifices daily to his jea-\ 
louſy all thoſe, who he thinks may obſtruct 
his ambitious deſigns : be would, alas | per- 
haps even ſacrifice yourſelf too, ſhould bis 
intereſt require it. He repreſents your ſub- 
jeas happy, while they are as much oppreſſed 
by the ſeverity of taxes, as by the manner of 
levying them: the great murmur ſoftly, and. 
the low groan aloud ; but the cries of the 
unfortunate never reach the throne. I am 
perhaps the only one, Sire, in all your do- 
minions, who dares to brave his reſentment. 
by the juſt complaints, which I take the li- 
berty to make to you here againſt him.. 
But your glory, and the happineſs of your 
ſubjects, will be always motives to me pre- 
 ferable to my own intereſts —.? “? 

The vivacity with which madam Koniſmarc 


pronounced theſe laſt words, made the king 
| break the ſilence which he had attentively ob- 
ſerved during her whole diſcourſe. * Coun- 


teſs, ſaid he, I never doubted of the intereſt 


« which you now a ane to taks 4 in wy glory, 
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and in the happineſs of my people: I approve 
greatly of your zeal, and my gratitude ſhall 
be the reward of it. You ought to know, 
that it being impoſſible for us to do every 
thing ourſelves, we are forced to make choice 
of miniſters, upon the probity of whom we 
may blindly rely: the miniſters appear to 


be devoted to our ſervice; and the habit of 


doing buſineſs daily with them, and of ſee- 
ing them familiarly, attaches us in ſuch a 
manner, that we are obliged to ſhut our ears 
to the complaints, which might be brought 
againſt them ; becauſe, let their attention to 
the publick affairs be ever fo great, it muſt 
be impoſſible for them to pleaſe every body. 
Nevertheleſs, far from thinking, as many ſo- 
vereigns do, who only ſupport their miniſters, 
becauſe they think it wood be diſhonouring 
themſelves to reje& thoſe in whom they had 
once placed a confidence, I will not undertake 
to juſtify mine. I believe him ſuch as you 
deſcribe him, ſince you tell me ſo; but there 
are conjunctures, to which political conſide- 


rations oblige us, whether we would or not, 


to conform ourſelves. Unfortunately I find | 
myſelf in this ſituation : my miniſter is in the 

knowledge of important ſecrets, which do not 
permit me to remove him at preſent; | beſides, 
he has the conduct of certain affairs, which 


he alone can terminate, and which would 


miſcarry by his diſgrace : however, the good 
of my ſubjects affects me ſtill more than my 
own, and I will be ſo much upon my guard, 
that —. 

As he pronounced theſe laſt words, the mi- 


niſter in queſtion entered the apartment. He 
. perceived the A s agitation, and aſked 


him 
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him the cauſe: but his majeſty anſwered him 
coldly, that nothing ailed him; and then very: 
graciouſly reconducted madam Koniſmarc. 
This was enough to alarm the miniſter, who. 

not doubting but that ſne had been endeavour- 
ing to prejudice the king againſt him, let ſhp, 
no opportunity of being revenged; either, by, 
the diminution of her penſions, and thoſe of 
her ſon, or elſe by the delays of payment, or, 
in fine, by the legitimation of the king's, natu-- 
ral children; in which quality count Saxe only 
was at firſt acknowledged, in conſideration of 
his mother: and this laſt bad office more ſenſi- 
bly affected her, than all her other diſgraces 


0 


- together... | 


This miniſter moreover, . to accompliſh his 
deſign, judged that he could not do better, than 
to irritate the reigning favourite againſt her. 
To this lady he artfully inſinuated, that if ſhe - 
got not madam Koniſmarc immediately remo- 
ved from court, her own intereſt there would 
not long ſubſiſt : becauſe he knew that her rival 
had often private conferences with the king, 
which gave him room to believe, that ſhe: was 


trying all manner of ways to bring herſelf again 


into favour ; and knowing his majeſty's foible 
for her, and for her ſon, it was to be feared, 
that ſhe would at laſt ſucceed, - This admoni- 
tion coming from a man, whom ſhe. knew. to 
be in the king's confidence, determined her to 
embrace the firſt opportunity which offered, to 
get rid of madam Koniſmarc; and, in order 
to effect it, that very evening feigned herſelf 
indiſpoſed. The king went to ſee her after 
ſupper ; and being in one of thoſe fond fits or 
flexible humours, in which the parties com- 

plained of, if abſent, are always in the wrong, 
2 ͤ;õ—o 
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he conſented to madam aim s exile, which 
ſurprized the whole court. | 
Leipſic is a great and beautifii City of Miſ- 
nia, in the principality of Upper Saxony; well 
fortified, and commanded by a very fine caſtle, 
called Pleiſſenbourg, from the river Pleiſſein, 
which fills its ditches. This city is greatly re- 
nowned for its univerſity, one of the moſt an- 
cient in Europe, having been founded in 1408 
1 by Frederick the Warrior, duke of Saxony. 
1 Juſtice is adminiſtered there by a ſenate of the 
1 moſt reſpectable perſons in Germany; the mem- 
4 bers of it being all learned men, to whoſe judg- 
ments people have conſtant recourſe in the moſt 
important affairs of the country. This city is 
fifteen leagues from Dreſden, and its commerce 
is very conſiderable. There are three fine and 
rich fairs held in it yearly, which draw thither 
a great concourſe of ſtrangers. The firſt of theſe 
fairs is held on the firſt of January; the ſecond 
three weeks after Eaſter; and the laſt, the 
third Monday after Michaelmas. During theſe 
fairs Leipſic is the rendezvous of all the nobility 
of the country, and even of the neighbouring 
| ſovereigns. The air is healthful, and the ſitua- 
tion charming. There are in it a great number 
of firſt-rate buildings ; and it formerly boaſted 
of magnificent churches and ſplendid convents ; 
but the proteſtants, in whoſe poſſeſſion they 
are at. nee have converted them to other 
uſes. 
This city has been expoſed to feveral ſieges, 
during the troubles of Germany; and near it 
| have been fought ſeveral famous battles: amongſt 
others, thoſe of Lutzen in 1630, and of Leip- 
fic in 1642, in which laſt general Torſtenſon, 
after taking Gloſcau And Olmutz, beat the 
| archduke 
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archduke Leopold, and rendered himſelf maſter 
of the city. We lee there a magnificent library, 
which they call the Paulin library: becauſe; 
when the inhabitants embraced the doctrine of 
Luther in 1639, the Lutheran divines took 
poſſeſſion of the Dominican monaſtery ; - which: 
was the largeſt and moſt commodious in all the 
city, called the monaſtery of St. Paul, whole. 
name this library {till retains.” It is large and 
_ conſiderable, having been compoſed of all the 
books, at that time, to be found in the other 
convents of the city, and places adjacent. They 
talk as if there were among them eight thou- 
ſand manuſcripts, written on different ſubjects, 
and never yet printed. 

Quedlinbourg affording no variety fit for one 
of count Saxe's diſpoſition, his refidence there 
| ſoon became tireſome and inſipid: for which 
reaſon he made but a very Mort ſtay, and re- 
turned to Dreſden ; where he paſſed the winter 
in the variety of pleaſures which that city af-- 
fords, without however forgetting the Sala 
ſuitable to his martial genius, | i 
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| HARLES XII. king of Sweden; ho; 
| 0 after the total defeat of his army at Pul- 
towa, the 18th of June 1709, had taken 

refuge at Bender, in the dominions of the grand 


ſeignior, where he arrived the 12th of July fol- 


lowing ; ſolicited the Othman Port at Aar time 
ſo preſſingly to declare war againſt Peter the 
Great, czar of Ruſſia, that his highneſs, in 
contempt of the treaty of Carlowitz, but juſt 
renewed betwixt him and his czarian majeſty, 
cauſed a manifeſtb to be publiſhed, in the be- 
ginning of the year 1711, which was followed 
by the march of a formidable army into the 
dominions of Ruſſia. By the triple alliance 
which the czar had concluded with the kings 
of Poland and Denmark, towards the end of 
the preceding year, at Leopold, where theſe 
three monarchs had an interview, he had un- 
dertaken the defence of his own frontiers againſt 
the Turks, whilſt his allies ſhould enter Swediſh 
Pomerania : but the Othman army being much 
ſuperior to that of the czar, this prince was 
| like to have been made a priſoner upon the 
banks of the * Pruth, where he was ſurrounded 
by the enemy, the r8th of July II), 


OA river of Walachia. [Not fo, but of Mol- 
- davia. ] 


Count 
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Count Saxe had followed the king his father 
in the campaign which he made this year in 
Pomerania, jointly with the Danes, as it had 
been ſtipulated by the treaty of Leopold. He 
had aſſiſted him in taking Troptow; and fol- 
lowed him to Stralzund, where he ſwam over 
the river in view of the enemy, with his piſtol 
in his hand; and during the paſſage ſaw three 
officers, and more than twenty ſoldiers, drop, 
without appearing in the leaſt to be concerned. 
As the ſeaſon was too far advanced, and the 
adjacent parts all under water, the united ar- 
mies of Saxony and Denmark were obliged to 
raſe the ſiege, as well as that of Wiſmar: but 
they marched to fort Penamunda, which they 

took, and then ſeparated. 
As on as the troops were retired, and ſet- 
tled in winter quarters, count Saxe returned to 
Dreſden. The king, who had been a witneſs 
of his experience and capacity, raiſed a regi- 
ment of horſe for him, Our new colonel em- 
ployed the whole winter in liſting men, chufing 
| horſes, and diſciplining his troop; and the king 
having left to him the liberty of naming his 
officers, he made choice of thoſe whom he 
knew to be brave. He preferred the pleaſure 
of exerciſing his regiment to all thoſe which 
the carnival could offer him; and it might be 
ſaid, that he endured more fatigue in his win- 
ter quarters, than he would have done during 
the ſevereſt campaign. 

Impatient to behold his regiment perform, 
in an action, the evolutions which he had in- 
vented, he ſaw, at laſt, the moment arrive 
with an infinite pleaſure, _ In the beginning of 
the year 1712, the allies prepared to begin their 
operations againſt the territories, which ſtill 
| | belonged 


Af 
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* to the king of Sweden, in Germany; 
and their firſt enterprize was againſt the dutchy 
of Bremen. Count Saxe, being commanded to 


go upon this expedition, conducted his regiment 
to the rendezvous of the army. Stade, the 


moſt important place in the dutchy of Bremen, 


was beſieged and taken before count Steinboc 


could arrive to relieve it: but that Swediſh 


general having come up with the conquerors in 
the dutchy of Meckelbourg, near a village named 
Gadelbuſh, he gave them battle the 20th of 
December 1712. The fight was ſo obſtinate 
and*bloody on both ſides, that more than ten 
thouſand men were left in the held, either killed 
or wounded. 

Notwithſt and ing che ſuperiority of the allied 
army, and the advantage of ground on their 
fide, victory declared itſelf in favour of the 
Swedes ; who remained maſters of the field of 
battle, which their enemies were obliged to 
abandon, with a part of their baggage and ar- 
tillery. Count Saxe had in this engagement, 
which laſted three hours, ſeveral of his officers 


and ſoldiers killed ; and he himſelf had a horſe 


killed under him with a cannon ball. Though 
this was the firſt campaign, in which he found 
himſelf at the head of a regiment, he behaved 
with all the valour 2nd prudence of the moſt 


experienced warrior; and the beautiful diſpoſi- 


tions which he made in his reiterated attacks, 
as well as in his retreat, drew deſervedly upon 
him the praiſes of the principal generals,” and 
even of his enemies themſelves. 

While theſe things were tranſacting in Po- 


merania, the king of Poland bad called a 
diet at Warſaw ; in which he got the confede- 


racy of Sandomir confirmed in his favour, and 
laboured 
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laboured with all his power to ſecure himſelf 
upon his throne. He broke the 1 of the | 
Palatine of Kiovia, who was in the oppoſite: ; 
party; diſcovered a conſpiracy | 
againſt him; drove back a body f I 
who had advanced to his frontiers = EE all 
theſe enterprizes; and, after eſtabliſhing a per- 
fect tranquillity in his Poliſh dominions, re- 
turned to Dreſden. W 

Count Saxe was there at that me, as was 
madam Koniſmarc, who had obtained leave to 
return. Since the affair of Gadelbuſh he had 
been employed in remounting and recruiting 
his regiment, which had greatly ſuffered there: 
becauſe he had rallied his men ſeveral times 
during the action; and returned to charge the 
enemy. This was his principal occupation for 
a year; during which he had ſeveral little 
amourous adventures at Dreſden: but his mo- 
ther being informed of them, reſolved to have 
him married; and found a very advantageous 
match for him in the young counteſs of Lobin, 
a lady of birth, as well as beauty. Although he 
had already expreſſed a diſlike to matrimony, 
yet, after he had ſeen this blooming princeſs, 
and knew that ſhe was called Victoria, he re- 
| ſolved to marry her; and has ſince declared, 
that her name contributed as much to deter- 
mine him, as her beauty and large eſtate. 
Nothing more was wanting but the king's 
conſent; who, as ſoon as he arrived, and was 
ſpoken to by madam Koniſmarc, not only con- 
ſented, but likewiſe undertook to defray the 
whole expence of the nuptials, and gave ſeveral 
entertainments upon the occaſion. 

It was the ſame year, and a little after count 
Saxe's marriage, that the then prince royal and 

clectoral, 
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electoral, now king of Poland, left Dreſden, to 
go and viſit the court of France, where he ar- 
rived in the month of Auguſt 1714, and ap- 

— by the name of gount Luſace. 
Louis X received him with all the marks 
of Gn on due to his rank, and. more ſtill | 
to his perſonal merit. 

The report which ran qt that time of Charles 
XIIth's having left the grand ſeignior's-domi- 
nions to return into his own, made count Saxe 
eonceive hopes of ſoon ſeeing the” war break 
out again; and of taking his revenge of that 
northern hero, for the battle of Gadelbuſh, 


which ſtill tuck in his ſtomach. But that 


monarch, though he left the caſtle of Demir- 
taſh the firſt of October I714, did not find 
himſelf in a condition to undertake any thing, 
becauſe of the weakneſs of his army ; which 
on his arrival at Stralzund the 21ſt of Novem- 
ber following he found in a wretched condition. 
He therefore remained in that place, of which 
he augmented the fortifications; until his ene- 
mies, impatient to lay hold of this oppor- 
tunity, joined their forces to oppreſs him, be- 
fore he had time to put himſelf in a poſture of 
defence. 

Count Saxe was greatly pleaſed to learn, in 
the beginning of the year 1715, that the king 
of Poland had named him to ſerve in Pomerania 
with his regiment, under the orders of count 
Walkerbath, who commanded the Saxons. He 
imagined that the glory alone of being em- 
ployed againſt Charles XII. was incomparably 


greater than all which he had acquired, ſince 
he began to ſerve, The counteſs, his ſpouſe, 
who found herſelf with child about that time, 
Wes not have eaſt] * conſented to * depar- 
5 | _ ture; 
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ture ; and therefore, to avoid 'the ceremonial, 
he left Dreſden about the end of the month of 
January, without bidding either her, or his 
mother adieu, to go and join his gegiment; 
deſtined; with an other Pruſſian detachment 
of fifteen hundred men, to attack the illand of 
Uſedom. 
Having with hi only fire Aer of his 
regiment, and twede domeſticks, he arrived 
in a few days at Leopold, a town in Poland, 
capital of *Red-Ruflia, on the river Pictevs. 
While he waited there for an eſcort to proceed, 
in regard that the country was infeſted with Po- 
liſh parties, upon account of the confederacy 
of Sandomir, which ſtill ſubſiſted, a report pre- 
vailed, that a truce was cotichighd between the 
Saxon troops and thoſe of the confederates. He 
thought this favourable occaſion, of joining his 
regiment with more ſecurity, ought not to be 
neglected; and therefore left Leopold, with all 
the other Saxon officers, who waited there, as 
well as he, for an eſcort. He arrived late at a 
borough named Crachnitz, where he put up 
at an inn: but the truce being broken before 
he came, and the Poles of the confederate party 
being informed that he was there, formed a 
deſign of carrying him off, as well as the mar- 
ſhal count Flemming, Who they thought was 
with him, but had taken another route. In 
- order to this they detached two hundred ar 
goons and ſix hundred horſe, commanded by 
an officer named Paſchkoniſæi. He was ſcarce 
Fat down to ſupper, when word was brought 
him, that a large body of troops having entered 
the place, was advancing towards the inn; and 
that it appeared their deſign was againit him: 


if 


ſo that. it was time for him ** his meaſures, - 
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ſtood then that the truce was at an end, and 
that he was in danger of being made priſoner. 


poſſibility of preventing it: he therefore ſuf- 
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if he had a mind to defend his poſt. He under= 4 


5 


| e nineteen or twenty perſons with 


him, (for the other Saxon officers had continued t 
their route without ſtopping in this place, be- 
cauſe they depended on the truce) it was im- 


poſſible for him to defend all the different apart- | 
ments of the houſe, which were ſeparated one | 
from the other. He abandoned the court, and 


took to the chambers, in every one of which 


he placed two or three men, with orders to 
make holes in the floors, that they might fire 


from above on thoſe who entered below ; and 


as he could ſuccour his people from the ſtable, 


he poſted himſelf · there with what men he had 
remaining. He had no more than juſt time to 
make this diſpoſition ; for in a moment after, 
the Poles appeared at the doors of the inn, 
which were immediately broken open : but as 
the floors of the upper chambers were very low, 
and thoſe placed in them could reach the enemy 
with their ſcrewed bayonets, without being 
ſeen, they did not fail to make a proper uſe of 
this advantage. The firſt who entered were 
killed on the ſpot: the others aſtoniſhed, and 


- imagining that there were more people in the 


lower rooms than they had imagined, abando- 


ned this attack, and attempted to get into the 
upper chambers through the windows, in which 


they fancied they ſhould meet with no oppoſi- 
tion, and by that. means they would be able 


ſoon to command the whole houſe. This w 


of going to work greatly embarraſſed the young | 
count and his company; becauſe there was no E 


fered them to proceed, reſolving to go up and 
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enter theſe chambers, the ſword in one hand and 
the piſtol in the other, with his whole little eſ- 

cort, and attack the beſiegers; who would be 
far from expecting to meet with any ſuch recep- 
tion, eſpecially in the middle of a dark night. 
Though our young warrior had received a 
ſhot in his thigh, which he afterwards felt as 
long as he lived, hegnevertheleſs executed his 
project, by entering the firſt into the chamber, 
and attacking thoſe who were in it ſword in 
hand; and being well ſeconded by his people, 
their enenfles were almoſt all cut to pieces, and 
thoſe who ſurvived, threw themſelves out at the 
windows. They attempted however a ſecond 
ſcaling, but meeting wirh no better ſucceſs, they 
abandoned the enterprize, at leaſt in this ſhape, 


and beſet th®houſe till day ſhould appear; when 


the officer Paſchkoniſki, after placing proper 
guards every where, ſent one of his officers to 
count Saxe to ſummon him to ſurrender, with 
threats to ſet fire to the houſe, and the whole 
borough, in caſe of refuſal. "The count called 
to him to retire, which he not doing, was di- 
rely ſhot dead. The enemy not at all dif- 
— by this, and unwilling to ſhed the 
blood of a king's fon, ſent a Dominican almo-— 
ner to give him a ſecond ſummons z but he met 


. with the fame fate as the former. 


Mean time the beſieged began to want pro- 
viſton and ammunition. They had powder, hut 
no bullets; for which reaſon they had recourſe 
to iron nails; ; and when they could get no more 
of them, to the pieces of ſilver they had in their 
pockets, with which they loaded their fire- arms. 
But when all was ſpent, the count aſſembled 
his people, of whom he had not loſt a ſingle 
98 and told chem; 3 that, as there was no? 
| quarter 
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quarter to be expected, and: leſs for him than 
the reſt, he ſaw no other means of preſerving 
their lives, but to ſally out ſword in hand, and 
to break through the enemy, diſperſed round the 
inn to form the blockade ; that the darkneſs of 
the night was favourable to their deſign, and 
that a wood lying on the outlet of the place, 
would ſecure their retreat; that, in ſhort, the 
worſt which could happen, would be falling in 
with one of their rear-guards, whom they 
would ſurprize, and charge ſword in hand, 
without giving them time to deliberate, 

'This propoſal, from a prince of count Saxe's 
age, aſtoniſhed all who were preſent: never- 
theleſs it was reliſhed, and after holding a little 
ſort of council of war, they ſallied out, and, 

in effect, met with a guard of the enemy, who 
| miſtruſted nothing, and who had, diſmounted to 
reſt themſelves. How could it be imagined, 
that a handful of people ſhould take ſuch a re- 
ſolution? it may however be credited, when 
we conſider what deſpair, and the deſire of pre- 
ſerving life, are capable of. They found the 
guard in the — — which he had judged, upon 
whom they fell ſword in hand, without giving 
them time to fire one ſhot; and ſeized on as 
many of their horſes as they had occaſion for, 
with which they travelled the whole night to 
Sandomir, where there was a Saxon gariſon. 
hafter this exploit, the count continued his 
route, without having that attention to his 
wound, which it required; and at laſt arrived 
at the rendezvous of the Saxon army: where, 
after different operations, at all which he aſ- 
ſſiſted, he was. detached the firſt of Auguſt to 
£0 and attack the iſland of Uſedom. He went 
thither at the head of his regunent, and * 
= -Y 
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the beſieged with ſo much vigour, that he made 
himſelf maſter of the iſſand the 15th of the 
ſame month; while the Danes and Hanoverians 
blocked up Wiſmar, and came to join the grand 
army to beſiege Stralzund. This fiege met 
with the more difficulties, becauſe, beſides the 
ſtrength and good condition of its fortifications, 
it was defended by the king of Sweden in per- 
ſon : ſo that although the trenches were opened 
the 20th of October, it ſurrendered not till the 
Izth of December. Charles the XII. left it the 

night before, and forced his way through the - 
Ruſhan fleet, which covered the Baltick ſea, to 
prevent that monarch's making his eſcape. 

This was the ſecond time count Saxe had 
been at Stralzund; but though he had done 
wonders the firſt time, he in a manner ſurpaſſed 
himſelf now. The ambitiag of ſeeing; Charles 
XII. made him expoſe himſelf among the firſt; 
at all the ſallies of the beſteged ; becauſe he 
thought he always ſaw him there: and, indeed 
one day, being among thoſe who ſtormed the 
horn-work, he had the ſatiglpction of ſeeing 
that prince in the midſt of his grenadiers; and 
the manner in which he ſaw him behave, made 
him conceive a veneration, which he ever after 
retained for his memory. 

The taking of Stralzund having finiſhed che | 
campaigne, the allied army was cantoned in 


good quarters, whilſt the king of Sweden Was 


retired to Carleſcroon *, where he made great 


1 for opening the enſuing campaign. 
ut if he was doing thus on his part; the Ruſ- 
—_—_ Danes, - TR Pruſſians and Hanove- 


92 A ſtrong town of Scania, a a -province in Swe- 
den, 
EO rians, 
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rians, were on their fide forming projects of a 
more ſerious nature: for it was determined to 
turn all their-united forces, both by fea and 

land, againſt Sweden itſelf ; without amuſing 
themſelves any more with the provinces, which 
depended on that crown, as they had hitherto + 
done. This refolution-was taken in the begin- 
ing of the year 1716: but the king cf Sweden 
appearing deſirous of peace, ; did not take 
the field. 5 

Count Saxe who arrived at Dreſden in the 
| mionth of January 1716, found the counteſs 
his ſpouſe ſafely delivered of a ſon; who ſeemed 
to be of a ſtrong and vigorous. conſtitution; yet 

died ſoon after his birth, and was the laſt he 
ever had by that lady. Now wholly idle by 
the overtures of peace, which ſeemed to be i in 
earneſt on the part of Charles XII. and his mi- 
niſters, he employed his time in making ſeve- 
ral journeys to Ruſſia, Poland and Pruſſia. 

The Saxon miniſter, who ſtill retained an 
implacable hatred to madam Koniſmarc, ſought 
likewiſe all occafions to make the count her ſon 
feel the effects of it. He was jealous of the 
general eſteem which he had at court; and of 
the glory he had acquired in the army: he was 
even apprehenſive that the king's affection for 
the mother reviving, on account of the great 
and noble qualities of the ſon, he ſhould per- 
h#Þþs loſe that abſolute empire, which he had 
over his majeſty. This was enough to engage 
him to try all means to humble a rival, whom 

he looked upon as his moſt formidable enemy. 
Ihe electreſs dowager the king's mother, 
tied abcut that time at Lichtenbourg. This 
_ miniſter knew that ſhe tenderly loved count 


Saxe, and i in a manner protected him: ſo that 
| while 
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while ſhe lived, he durſt undertake nothing 
againſt him : ber as ſoon as ſhe was gone, he 
diſbanded his regiment, and alfo, that of prince 
Louis of Wirtemberg; to whom he likewiſe 
bore a grudge. 
To reform his regiment, which he had 
himſelf raiſed, kept up, and diſciplined with 
ſo much care, both with reſpe&t to men and 
horſes; to deprive'him alſo of a command which 
he had ftill diſcharged with honour, was truly 
to attack the count in his moſt tender part. As 
ſoon therefore as the truth of this news, which 
he would not at firſt believe, was confirmed, 
he ran directly to the king; and being ind 
by bis mother of the ſtrange doings of the mi- 
niſter, repeated them all publickly to his maje- 
ſty. He was in ſo great a rage, that, forgetting 
— reſpect due to his ſovereign, he did not ſtick 


to ſay, that, if he refuſed to order the ſatisfac- © x 


tion to be made, which he thought belonged 
to him, he would at any rate do himſelf juſtice. 
Although the king was perhaps inwardly pleaſed 
with the ſpirit of his fon, yet he could not for- 
bear telling him, in a high tone, That with 
© ſuch words, and with ſuch a behaviour, he 
< might very probably go and ſleep 1 in the caſtle 
of Konigſtein ** 

This menace, pronounced in a peremptory 
manner, and very different from his uſual way 
of ſpeaking to him, made the count apprehen- 
ſive of its being put in execution; and there- 
fore, without replying, he left the king's apart- 
ment, went directly to his majeſty's ſtables, 
and ordered one of his beſt horſes to be ſaddled; 
with which he rode off to his ſpouſe, at that 


* A dat pies 


2 time 


72 Hi n of Maurice Count Saxe. 


time twenty leagues diſtant from Dreſden, at 


one of her country- ſeats, and whom he had not 


ſeen for a conſiderable time, on account of cer- 


tain diſagreeable humours in her, which he 
could not put up with. 


During his ſtay there, which he thought an 


age, though it was only ſix days, he expreſsly 
wrote to his mother, that he would as ſoon 
cChuſe to be ſhut up in the caſtle of Konigſtein, 
for the reſt of his life, as to remain eight days 


longer where he was; and begged of her earneſtly 


to endeavour to make his peace with the king. 

Madam Koniſmarc had no great difficulty of 
obtaining what he deſired, becauſe the monarch 
had a tender love for this ſon : the peace thus 
made up with his father, gave him an oppor- 
tunity of going to wage war againſt the Turks 
in the emperor's army of a hundred and fifty 
thouſand men, then in Hungary, under the com- 


mand of prince Eugene of Savoy. Accordingly 


count Saxe demanded leave to go and ſerve there; 
which the king not only granted, but ordered 


an equipage to be prepared for him fit for his 


rank: but without giving himſelf patience to 
wait for it, he ſet out for the camp of Bel- 
grade, where he arrived the 2d of July 1717. 


Prince Eugene, who had been a witneſs of 


count Saxe's bravery in Flanders, gave him a 
moſt gracious reception ; and did him the ho- 
.nour, himſelf, to preſent him to all the princes, 
who had repaired to his army; the moſt bril- 
liant and auguſt, perhaps, which had ever been 
ſeen : for, beſides an infinite number of foreign 
noblemen of the firſt rank, more than thirty 

_ ſovereign princes, and others, had come thither 


from all parts to ſerve in quality of volunteers. 
Count 3 prince Dombes, the prince 


of 


Hiſtory of Maurice Count Saxe... 7 


of Savoy, the prince of Portugal, the two 


princes of Lorrain, the princes of Bavaria, 


Wirtemberg, and Saxe-Saalfeldt, with thoſe of 


Pons, Anhalt-Deſſau, Heſſe-Caſſel, Taxis, Hol- 
ſtein, Beveren, Lobkowits, and others, all di- 


ſtinguiſhed ' themſelves by their magnificence 
and courage. The count Charollois particu- 
larly behaved with an intr epidity above his age, 


but worthy of his blood. This prince was at 


that time but ſeventeen years old; and for ſear 


he ſhould not be preſent at the beginning of the 
operations, had ſet forward without his equi- 
pages, which did not arrive at the camp tor two 
months after he was there. 

The firſt expedition. of importance: with 
which the campaign opened, was the paſſage 


of the Danube near Benzova, the 15th of June 
1717. All the princes diſputed with one ano- 


ther the honour of- -paſling firſt : but prince Eu- 
gene, unwilling to expoſe them ſo much, and 


with a view likewiſe to avoid raiſing any jea- 


louſy among them, appointed general | lercy, 


and marſhal count Heiſter, to be at the head 
of that embarkation. Count Charollois con- 


ceived a ſort of jealouſy againſt theſe two Ger- 
man generals, whoſe happineſs and glory he 


envied: nevertheleſs, by prayers and ſolicita- 
tions, he at laſt obtained leave from prince 
Eugene to paſs at the head of a detachment of 
grenadiers. His impatience to be at the enemy, 


whom he ſaw drawn- up upon the oppoſite bank 


of the Danube, hindering him from taking no- 
tice that the boat, in which he was to paſs, was 


overloaded, and filling with water, he narrowly 
eſcaped drowning, ſince he was ſcarce gotten 
out, when the boat ſunk. The danger he had 


juſt now been expoſed . to, far from giving a 
Vo I. I. E damp 
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damp to his ardour, rather increaſed it: he 
threw himſelf into another boat with the . 
grenadiers, was the firſt who jumped: on ſhore; 
and fell ſo vigorouſly upon ths Turks and 'Far- 


tars, (for there were as many of the one, as of 


the other) that terror compelling them to a 


Precipitate and diſorderly flight, they had not 
time to fare a ſingle ſnot; and thus were half 
of them deſtroyed without the loſs of one man 
to the imperial army. The other princes fol- 
lowed ; and the ſucceſs of this paſlage facilitated 
the means of undertaking the ſiege of Belgrade 
ſooner than was expected. 

It was inveſted before count Saxe arrived ; 
but he made himſelf ample amends aſterwards, 
Hor the loſs of time in not being ſo ſoon there, 
as the other princes : for, beſides the operations 


Of the fiege, in which he employed himſelf 


without reſerve, he never was better pleaſed, 
than when he found occaſion to go upon parties 
againſt the Turks. He has been often remarked 


to leave the table, that he might have a little 


diverſion with them in the way of piſtolling, 
and of expoſing himſelf to the moſt imminent 
dangers; for there was no quarter to be ex- 
pected from them: they were in the cruel and 


barbarous cuſtom of cutting-off the perſons 


heads, who: fell into their hands; for every one 


of which his highneſs paid them a golden du- 


cat; and for this reaſon, in all the ſkirmiſhes 
with them, the caſe was conquer or die. 


The Othman army was compoſed of more 


than two hundred and fifty thouſand Turks and 
Tartars, commanded by the grand vizir : there 
were, beſides this thirty thouſand men in 


Belgrade ; notwithſtanding which ſuperiority, 
n * them battle the 16th of 


Auguſt, 


n eee 
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Auguſt, in the fame year 1717, and obtained a 

complete vict Je. For * obſtinate en- 
gagement of ve hours, he drove them from 
| their camp „leaving forty thouſand of their men 
dead, with to hundred and eight braſs cannon, 
one handed and eleven iron cannon, thirty- 
ſeven mortars, twenty thouſand bullets, three 
thouſand bonibs, thirty thouſand granadoes; fix 
hundred barrels 'of powder, three hundred bar- 
rels with lead made into bullets, fifty-two co- 
lours and Tandards, nine horſe- tails, four trum- 
pets, the great drum of the janiſſaries, and fix 
ſmaller, their great ſilver kettle-drum, and three 
leſſer, their chancery, their tents, and their 
baggage. 

The next day after this Rt Vs battle, 
the commander of Belgrade, being, informed of 
che defeat of the Turkiſh army, demanded to 
capitulate. On the 22d the articles were ſigned 
on both ſides, and the city delivered to the 
imperialiſts the ſame day. The Turks being 
harraſſed in their retreat, marched in the great- 
eſt diſorder and confuſion towards Orzowa ; of 
which they blew. up the fortifications, when 
they abandoned it, and "retired to their own 
country. This determined the emperor's ge- 
nerals to diſtribute their troops in the neigh- 
bourhood of Semlim; and the princes, volun- 
teers, returned to their reſpective homes, after 
taking leave of prince Eugene; only prince 
| Charollois would not ſtir, till he was very cer- 
tain, from his own knowledge, that nothing 
more would be undertaken this campaign: for 
he remained at. Buda and Peſt a conſiderable 
time after the reſt were gone; where prince 
Tiguan promiſed to let him know, if the Turks 

E2 ſhould 
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ſhould rally, and try their fortune a ſecond 


time. 

The arrival of 4 Turkiſh a 70 char ged with 
propoſals” of peace, baniſhed all hopes i in prince 
Charoltois of any new expedition, and deter- 


mined him to return to France. This prince took 


Vienna in his way; from whence, after receiv- 


ing from their imperial majeſties all the honours 


due to his rank, and all the praiſes due to his 
valour, he went to viſit ſeveral German courts, 
and from thence paſſed into Italy.— This aga 
ſpoke very good High Dutch, and appeared very 
well diſpoſed for the re-eſtabliſhment of peace, 
in order to which a congreſs was neceſſary. The 


number of the diſcontented among the Turks was 
ſo great, that the depoſition of the grand ſeig- 


nior was much to be dreaded ; and things were 


come to ſuch a height, that he neither durſt go 
quit nor appear in publick. The famous vic- 

tory which prince Eugene had obtained, was ſo 
complete, that all the muſſulmen were under 
the greateſt terror and conſternation, and loudly 
murmured. Nothing ean afford a more con- 
vincing proof of this, than the form of devotion 
which the ſoltän thought proper to appoint, in 


order to appeaſe the people, who earneſtly wiſhed 
for a revolution: he addreſſed it to the Turkiſh 


aga at Belgrade, with commands, that he and 
his retinue ſhould conform to it. This miniſter 
accordingly made it publick ; and the ſingula- 
rity of that piece, -not to be found in any of 
our publick writings, appeared worthy to be 
related here, faithfully rendered into Engliſh. 

. ASHMED SEM, foltin, emperor of the 
« Eaſt and of the Weſt, lord of lords, true 
cjmitator of the grand prophet Mohammed, &c. 
© The grand ſoltan being apprehenſive, that 0 
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© the hand of the great God is ſtretched out 
„ againſt his government, his ſubjects, and his 
0 empire, ſince he permits them to be oppreſſed 
and tormented by their enemies the chriſtians, 
«< who have vanquiſhed them ſeveral times, both 
« by ſea and land, as well as taken from them 
© a large extent of country: and all this, as it 
« appears to him, becauſe the muſſulmen are 
© become corrupted in their works, and too 
« confident of their own ſtrength: therefore, 
to appeaſe the wrath of God, and of his pro- 
* phet Mohammed, he expreſly orders, that 
on Friday, after new moon, in the fifth, ſixth 
and ſeventh months, all and ſingular his ſub- 
© jets ſhall keep a rigorous faſt all that day, 
C 
« 
C 
c 
i 
c 
. 
0 
* 
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and abſtain from meat and drink, from the 
riſing of the ſun to that of the ſtars. On that 
day the mufti and other ecclefiaſtical ſervants, 
© cloathed with penitential habits of hair-cloth, 
with down-caſt eyes, beards uncombed, and 
all in tears, ſhall repair firſt to the publick 
places, and afterwards to the moſks, crying 
with all their ſtrength, Y a, MoFATEH 1LA- 
BWAB ; that is to ſay, Open the gates of thy 
favour. In the iſland of Mekka the prophet's 
© "coffin * ſhall be laid open, and expoſed to 
© publick view, upon filver treſſels; perfumed 
© with incenſe, and filled with the bones of 
© ſervants and ſpahis killed in the battle; that 
the Prophet, moved with ſo great and ſo ſen- 


1 Mohammed's hank" is not at Mekka, but at 
Medinah, a city ten day's journey to the north; 
neither is his coffin ever expoſed. This ſhews the 
formula to be ſpurious; not to mention the other 
abſurdities which follow, particularly theſe * 

to the Jew and aſs. 


33 « ſible 
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* 


with, a coffin 


ſible a loſs, may be induced to appeal: the 
wrath of the great God. This to. be per- 
formed during theſe three Fridays, the coffin 
carried through the ſtreets and in the fields; 
and all the pilgrims, and inhabitants of the 
moſks, with the chiefs of the trades, ſhall 
make the round ſeven times, ſinging with a 
doleful voice the canticle of lamentation upon 
account of this diſaſter. No inſtrument of 
muſick ſhall be heard, but only cries of ſor- 
row, and an univerſal mourning : and on the 
laſt day of faſting, a ſolemn and general pro- 
ceſſion ſhall be made ten miles round, in the 
following order. 
In the firſt place, the march ſhall begin 
f lled with dead mens bones, 


© broken ſcimetars, flatted cuiraſſes, broken 


Aa 
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bows, and blunt arrows. All theſe things 
ſhall be carried by ſix hundred Turks cloathed 
in penitential habits, bare-footed and bare- 
headed, without turban«s. 

4 . Shall follow next three hundred G1 | 
ſulmen, with habits dyed in blood, and ſtrewed 
with aſhes, ſtriking their breaſts, with lamen- 
table outcries and doleful howlings. 
III. Six thouſand men, naked from their 
ſhoulders to their girdles, {hall laſh their 
breaſts and ſhoulders with thorns, till the 
blood runs down to the ground, without-their 
wiping it off, 

© IV. The coffin of the prophet, ſupported 
by, thirty ſpahis without turbans, ſurrounded 
by four hundred baſhas, with. Irawn ſeime- 
tars; ; to cut-down all thoſe. who ſhall look 
upon the coffin without, reſpect, and en 
bodies ſhall be thrown to * * 
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V. At every quarter of a mile an afs and 


a Jew ſhall: be killed, and left lying on the 
ground in their blood. 


VI. Thirty land baſbäs ſhall be . 
purple, and with pitiful turbans of a black 


ſtuff dipt in the blood of the aſs and the Je; 


having one hand tied behind to their ſhoulder,. 
without ſcimetars, but with tails of black 


horſes, dragging on the ground to make the: 


diſh riſe. 


VII. Three thouſand janiſſaries, without 


arms, and ſticks in their hands trailing on 


the ground, ſhall cry, ALLA HASBI 'FAGA=- 
VURI! God is my Protector / Let him er 
me! 
« VIII, The grand vizir, kata on a lame- 
aſs, with a blue turban and bloody, ſhall. 
ſtrike his head with a cane, and deplore the 
laſt and fatal battle in theſe terms; Es A 
Ya! Mavlay an IAr Av: Lord, yo 
gre me my ing ratitude. 

IX. A cheſt filled wink ſilver to be deb | 
to the people, but not to be gathered till the 
proceſſion is over, under pain of _ im 


paled alive. 


N. And, in fine, this. proceſſion mall be: 
cloſed by an innumerable multitude of people; 


in the midſt of whom there ſhall be a hun 


dred Turkiſn penitents, who with knives ſhall 


cut-off the fleſh of their arms, breaſts, 'and- 


faces, the better to appeaſe the wrath of the 
great God, and the prophet Mohammed : + 
and at every quarter of a mile they. ſhall lift 
up the right hand, and cry with all their 
force, ALLA SIFAI SEDEDNI AHDAY: 
T invoke God with my mouth, that 15 my fortify 

me againſt my enemies. 


K This 
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This form of devotion having been publiſhed 


through all the dominions of the grand ſeignior, 


had the effect which he propoſed to himſelf: 
the people taken-up with the devotion, thought 
no more of revolting, and their minds became 
calm. | 

However the ſoltin durſt not return ſo ſoon 
to Conſtantinople, as he intended. He held a 


divan at Adrianople, from whence he diſpatch- 


ed plenipotentiaries to Belgrade, to treat about 
peace. That deputation was compoſed of the 
Turkiſh aga, mentioned already, and of two 


baſhas: theſe three miniſters had a numerous 


retinue, and they were charged with preſents 


carried on fix horſe-litters. The ſingularity of 
theſe preſents determined me to give the parti- 


culars. | 
Upon the firſt of theſe ſhafts were the poſt, 


the cords, the thongs, and the rods, which 


ſerved for the flagellation of Jeſus Chriſt. 


On the ſecond, the purple robe with which 


he was cloathed, the crown of thorns, and the 
reed which they put in his band inſtead of a 
ſerpter. 

On the third, a law piece of the true croſs ; 

| Coe nails, and the linens which were found in 
the tomb after the reſurrection. 

On the fourth, the twelve baſkets filled 'with 
fragments at the time of the multiplication of 
Joaves, ſpoken of in the goſpel; with the head, 
hair, beard, and tongue of St. John Baptiſt, 
prophets, apoſtles, fGints and martyrs; among 
others, that of St. Stephen. 


All theſe holy relicks had been found in a 


deep and well-walled cave on the left ſide of the 
church of Sancta Sophia, where they had been 


placed 


On the two laſt, were the bodies of ſome 


2 
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placed at the taking of Conſtantinople by the 
Turks: who it is pretended, having ſeveral 
times attempted to open this cave, were puniſhed 
for their temerity ; ſome falling-down dead 
upon the ſpot, and others loſing the uſe of all 
their limbs, or elſe becoming deaf or blind; ſo 
+ that on this occaſion, they were obliged to em- 
ploy two hundred chriftian flaves to open the 
cave, take out the relicks, put them in the lit- 
ters, and efcort them to Belgrade. They aſcribed 
to theſe dead bodies all the difaſters, which had' 
befallen them during the late war; and were 
charmed to find this occaſion of getting rid of 
them, and of making, at the ſame time, their 
court to the emperor ; who knew the true 
value of theſe ineſtimable preſents. Theſe lit- 
ters were carried: by twenty-two camels richly 
harneffed, accompanied with ſeveral lions, four 
panthers, fourteen fine Turkiſh horſes well 
equipped, and thirteen mules; the whole con- 
ducted by the two hundred ſlaves, among whom 
there were {ſeventeen prieſts and monks. - 
Count Saxe was the laſt who left the army; 
for he remained in it, until the reſpective com- 
miſſaries of the emperor and the grand ſoltàn, 
were agreed upon the place, where the congreſs 
Was to be held; in which they were to confer 
upon the articles of a treaty of peace. After 
examining the preſents above mentioned, he 
left Belgrade, and took his route to Fravenſtat, 
a town in Poland, where the court was at that 
time. He arrived there in the beginning of 
1718, and the king of Poland honoured him 
with the order of the white eagle. 

There are in Germany two orders of knight- | 
hood under the protection of the eagle; one in 
Poland, denominated the white eagle, and ane- 
E 5 | ther 
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ther in Pruſſia, called that of the black eagle: 
this laſt was inſtituted by Frederick III. mar- 
quis and elector of Brandebourg, when he w 
acknowledged and crowned king of Prufſa ſſia, 
1701. That monarch elabllbed it at firſt 
under the name of the order of fidelity, and 


namelled with blue, having in the middle two 
cyphers of his name F. R. and at . an 
eagle enamelled with black; the croſs hung by 
an orange- coloured ribbon. 

Theſe knights, now called kni ghts of the black 
eagle, wear, beſides this, on 4 left ſide of 
their coats or cloaks, a croſs embroidered with 
tilver, in form of a Aar. in the middle where- 
of is an eagle embroidered with gold, on a 
ground of yellow-coloured ſilk, the eagle. bold- 
ing in one of his talons a crown of laurel, and 
in the other a thunder-bolt, with this motto; 
Suum cuigue. The king of Pruſſia choſe this 
colour upon account of. his mother, princeſs of 
Orange. 

But as to the inſtitution of the white. eagle in in 
Poland, it is ſo ancient, that nothing certain 
can be aid about it. Some hiftorians pretend, 


gave the knights, for badge, a e en- 


that this order owes its firſt eſtabliſhment to 


the ſovereigns of the Auſtrian dominions, who, 
in their military enſigns took for their device a 
white eagle crowned; becauſe that country 
abounds moſt, of all Germany, with theſe birds. 
Others carry the origin much farther back, ſince 
they aſcribe the inſtitution to Ladiſlaus, king 
of Poland, who, according to them, created it 
upon the occaſion of his ſon Caſimir's marriage 
in 1325, in commemoration of Lechus, firſt 


N Nine of Pohang," WO in een the founda- 
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tions of the city of Gneſna *, diſeovered a neſt of 
young eagles. Theſe knights carry an eagle of 
white enamel hanging at a collar compoſed of 
golden links. This order did not long ſubſiſt, 
having been neglected on account of the diſtur- 
bances, which frequently ariſe in the country: 
but Frederick-Auguſtus, king of Poland and 
elector of Saxony, reſtored it in his kingdom, 
as a reward to thoſe who had eſpouſed his party- 
againſt Staniflaus, + oy e156, 0 on 
It was on the 2d of November 1705, that 
this monarch, after having renewed it, performed 
the ceremony of inſtalling the Poliſh noblemen, 
who attended him then at Tikoſin, a town in 
Poland, on his return from viſiting his German 
dominions: he added to the ancient white eagle 
this device, Pro lege, rege & fide. This order 
is only conferred on princes of the royal family, 
and the moſt confiderable perſons of the king 
dom, in acknowledgment of their merit. 
Of all the different nations who have diſplayed 
the eagle in their military enſigns, the Perſians 
firſt made uſe of them. After them, and by 
way of imitation, the ee them 
to form their legions; as did alfo the Tuſcans at 
the ſame time. This enſign, which was already 
very ancient among the Romans, was the only 
one they preſerved, ' under the conſulſhip of 
Marius : every legion had its eagle at the'end - 
of a pike; and it only appeared in time of war; 


A city in Great Poland, formerly the capital 
of the kingdom, and is ſtill the metropolitan city. 
Its archbiſhop is the head of the 3 during 
an interregnum; and his power is ſo great, that he 
has frequently cauſed kings themſelves to be de- 
as E 6 for-- 
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for during peace it was depoſited in the temple 
of Saturn, Theſe eagles were called the gods 
of the legions. 
The eagles of every legion were Angle, and 
they carried none double, but when there were 
two united together, or when the legion had 
two chiefs. From thence the double eagles of 
Germany. The king of the Romans only car- 
ries a ſingle eagle, and the emperor double; 
that is to ſay, two heads upon one body, and 
diſplay ed. Scarce any certain account can be 
giv en of the riſe and cauſe of this cuſtom. 
here is to be ſeen on the Trajan pillar, a ſol- 
dier Carrying an eagle with two heads on his 
buckler, and it is the only inſtance to be met 
with in antiquity. Some hiſtorians ſay, that 
Conſtantine the Great was the firſt who aſſumed 
the two-headed imperial eagle, (after having 
made himſelf maſter both of the eaſtern and 
weſtern provinces) to ſhew, that though the 
empire appeared to be divided, it was never- 
theleſs but one body. There are various ſen- 
timents upon this ſubje& : but the moſt proba- 
ble is, that of thoſe who maintain this uſage to 
have been introduced by Sigiſmond, ſon to 
Charles IV. in 1410; becauſe we find no 
monuments, but ſince the time of this emperor, 
in which the two-headed eagle is to be ſeen. 
Nevertheleſs there are ſtill ſome little pieces ef 
ſilver coin of Robert of Bavaria, who was em- 
peror before Sigiſmond, which have on one ſide 
a fleur-de-lis of Florence, and on the-other a 
St. John Baptiſt with two eſcutcheons of Ba- 
varia, and above a little two-headed eagle; 
which would make one apt to think the impe- 
rial eagle had originally but one head, but that 
the r, who had likewiſe an eagle in tbe 
arms 
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arms of his houſe, joined it to chat of the em- 
ire. 
x John ane, great duke of Moſcovy fas 
Ruſſia) who held himſelf to be deſcended of the 
Roman emperors, took alſo the double cagle 
for the arms of the Ruſſian empirmGGG. 
The coldneſs which had ariſen betwixt count 
Saxe and the counteſs his- ſpouſe, increaſing _ 
daily, he never ſuffered more, than when de- 
cency obliged him to be with her at court, or 
elſewhere. _ In vain did the king of Poland in- 
terpoſe his authority to re-eſtabliſh a good har- 
mony between them: In vain had madam Ko— 
niſmarc exhauſted herſelf in tender remonſtran- 
ces: In vain all their friends joined in the-ſame 
deſign. Nothing could get the better of that 
reciprocal averſion, which had unaccountably 
taken place, and ſtood in the way of their hap- 
pineſs. Although it has not been clearly deter- 
mined to which of the two the fault of their 
miſunderſtanding was to be imputed, yet there 
is good ground to preſume, that the jealouſy of 
the counteſs was the principal cauſe. She had 
about her a young girl of Sileſia, a complete 
beauty, who pleaſed the count. Her virtue 
ſkreened her for ſome time from his purſuits; 
but he was, as to his perſon, of a figure ſo-pre= 
voailing, that his preſence alone did half the 
work: this, added to his generoſity and aſſidu- 
ities, was more than enough to triumph over a 
virtue already ſtaggering too much by conſti- 
tution, to withſtand the attacks made upon it. 
However ſecretly their commerce was carried 
on, it was diſcovered by a page of the counteſs, 
Who revealed it to his lady, thinking thereby 
to make his court to her. Nothing more was 
neceſſary to ſtir-up the bad humour of a wo- 
| man, 
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man, who paſſionately loved her huſband, who 
would have followed him to the world's end, 
and did really follow him wherever ſhe could, 
with ſuch wy Friar that he was forced ſeveral 
times to tell her, That her friendſhip was fo 
< troubleſome, he would prefer her hatred to it, 
| © becauſe at leaſt he ſhould then be more at 
peace, and leſs harraſſed by her. | 
Unable to hold out any longer againſt the 
reproaches and ſuſpicions of his wite, he took 
the reſolution of going to France, where he ar- 
rived in 1720. His firſt ſtep was to make his 
court to the duke of Orleans, then regent of 
that kingdom. That. prince received him ex- 
tremely well, and gave him all the praiſes, 
which his reputation in the military art de- 
ſerved. The French princes, who made the 
campaign of Hungary with him, had reported 
to his royal highneſs, in what manner count Saxe 
behaved in that expedition. The duke of Or- 
leans eſteemed people of merit, whatever nation 
they were of, and ſought by all means to attach 
them to the Rate. Our young ſtranger began 
by declaring the boundleſs defire he had to ſee 
a prince, whoſe name was in great veneration 
all over Europe; and then diſcovered to him the 
reaſon which had induced him to leave his na- 
tive country. The facility with which he ex- 
preſſed himſelf, infinitely pleaſed the regent, and 
prepoſſeſſed him in his favour to ſuch a degree, 
that he began, from that moment, to intereſt 
himſelf in his favour, He propoſed to give him 
an employment in France: the count anſwered, 
in very reſpectful terms, that whatever deſire 
he might have to ſettle in a kingdom made 
happy by his royal highneſs, yet he could-not 
8 of himſelf, without the — _— the 
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king of Poland, his father; but that he would 
do by he could to obtain * and ſet out imme: 
diately for Dreſden. * Go, ſaid the regent : 
é but to induce his Poliſh majeſty. the more 
« readily. to, grant your requeſt, and convince 
him at the ſame time how much I ſhall have 
« at heart your advancement in this court, carry 
« to him the brevigte of camp-marſhal, ty 


I Will cauſe to be drawn-up in your name.“ 


This 858 mark of favour, of which there 
are few inſtances to be found, made a noiſe at 
court, and was fo ill taken by ſome noblemen, 
that they murmured at it: ſeveral of them even 
made remonſtrances to M. le Blanc, at that 
time miniſter of war; but all to no purpoſe: 
for the breviate was ſigned, and delivered to the 
count, in the following form: 5 
FH S day, the ſeventh of Auguſt 1720, the | 
king being at Paris, intending to qualify count 
Saxe for entering into his majeſty's ſervice, in a 
rank proportioned to his birth, and at the. ſame 
time to give a proof of the great regard he bears 
to (the king ) his father, has, by the advice of the 
duke of Orleans, regent, retained, diſpoſed, and 
eſtabliſhed him in the employment of camp- mar ſhal 
in his armies; to perform hereafter the function 
of that poſt, with * Full uſe and enjoyment of 
the honours, powers, preregatiues and pre- eminen- 
cies, which belong to it: ſuch, and fuch like as 
thoſe enjoy, who have the like employments, and 
with.. ſuch pay as ſhall be appointed in his majeſty's 
military . eſtabliſhments ; who, in igſtimony , his 
will and pleaſure, has commanded the preſent com- 
miſſion to be made out, ſigned by bis own hand, 
and counter-figned by. me his counſellor, ſecretary 
of tate, and of. his commands and finances. 
591210 to AND! 365 Signed Os, n 
| 1s | And leber LE BLAxc. 
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«Count Saxe did not tarry long at Paris, but 
returned to Drefden ; where he uſed his utmoſt 
endeavours with the king of Poland to obtain 
his permiſſion to accept of the commiſſion in 
France, with which it had pleas'd his moſt chriſtian 
majeſty to honour him. The miniſter, whom 
we have formerly mentioned, and who had fo 
many reafons to dread count Saxe, was one of 
| thoſe who employed his intereſt, with the great- 
eſt warmth, to engage his majeſty to grant his 
requeſt. "This monarch repreſented to him, 
rather as a father than a king, all the inconve- 
niencies reſulting from ſuch a deſign: That 
< his revenues were not ſufficient to Tupporthim | 
in a court ſo brilkant, as that of France: 
that he would have no rank nor credit there: 
that his conduct not being under the inſpec- 
tion of any body, who had any regard for 
him, he might be led into actions, which 
would diſhonour him : that if he happened 
to fall ſhort'of money, he would be forced to 
have recourſe” to expedients unworthy of his 
birth: that his wife alone ought to be an in- 
vincible obſtacle to his project, as ſhe would 
never conſent to accompany him, or to aban- 
don her native country for his ſake : and 
that, in ſhort, ſuch a ſtep would ſhew, that he 
had no great regard for a mother, of whoſe 
tender affection he was the ſole object.“ | 

Far from yielding a the force of theſe ob- 
jections, he anſwered, * That if his revenues, 
on reducing his domeſticks to ſix perſons, as 
he intended, ſhould not be ſufficient to ſup- 
port him, he depended too much on the good- 
neſs of his Poliſh majeſty, to relinquiſn his de- 
ſign upon ſuch an account: that the rank which 
he ſhould Bill hold at the court of Dreſden, 

and 
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© and the place which he hoped he would al- 
ways poſſeſs in the king his father's heart, 
would make him regardleſs of all- other rank 
in any court whatever: that the blood which 
ran in his veins, was too pure to infpire him 
with any thing unworthy of his birth: that 
© his mother would deviate from that tender- 
„ nefs, of which ſhe had given him ſo many 
< proofs, if ſhe oppoſed his happineſs and ad- 
vancement: and that, in fine, his wife, far 
from being an obſtacle to his deſign, was the 
principal cauſe of it; for which reaſon, he 
* humbly begged of his majeſty, by all the 
* friendſhip he had for him, to grant him his 
protection, in order to get rid of her.” 80 
bold a reſolution ſurprized the king more than 
it offended him: for he knew he acted himſelf 
much in the ſame manner; and we are always 
ſo well pleaſed. to ſee our children like us, that 
it is generally thoſe who are deareſt to us: for 
which reaſon, he not only conſented to every 
thing, but even augmented his revenues, by 
granting him the confiſcation of conſiderable 
eſtates, the fiefs of which were at that time in- 
expectation of falling to the king's exchequer. 

Count Saxe had been projecting, for ſeveral 
years, the diſſolution of his marriage, and had 

conſulted the ableſt lawyers upon the manner 
of bringing it about: but the thing had appeared 
impracticable to them; ſince it was only by 
the proof of adultery, againſt the one or the 
other, that it could be effected: beſides, by the 
laws of the country, adultery is a capital crime; 
and he who is culpable of it, is to be puniſhed 
with death. This danger, however great, did 
not at all diſcourage him: he even thought, 
that by concerting it with the counteſs herſelf, 
. it 


r 
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it might be accompliſhed with leſs noiſe” and 
fewer difficulties. He was not at all ignorant, 
that nothing could be done without her concur- 
rence :. but was pretty well perfuaded, that ſhe 


would not at all be angry at becoming her own 


Miſtreſs again, and to diſpoſe of herſelf more 
agrorobly to her humour. 


The queſtion was, how to break his deſign 
to her, and bring her into his meaſures, After 


many reflections, in what manner he ſhould go 
about it; whether he ſhould employ another in 
the commiſſion, or execute it himſelf; he at laft 


concluded, that he was the propereſt perſon to 


undertake the taſk, and moſt likely to ſucceed, 


With this view, he went one day to a country 


houſe, where ſhe then reſided; and affecting, 


upon his arrival, the air of a man diſquieted, 


and much out of humour, he prepared her by 


a prelude, which put her really in a temper, 
not only to liſten to what he had to propoſe, 


but likewiſe to come readily into what he 
wanted, by ſigning a conſent to annul their 
marriage by any means he thought moſt proper 
and moſt ſpeedy. 

He returned to Dreſden with this inſtru- 
ment, which he communicated to the king, 


deſiring his majeſty's permiſſion to make uſe of 


it, according to the plan he had laid down. 


The counteſs, his ſpouſe, came likewiſe to 


court ſome days after; and having by agree- 


ment fixed on the day to conſtitute the adul- 


tery, count Saxe was fairly taken in bed with 
one of the counteſs's waiting- women. Six do- 

meſticks, ſo poſted as to be witneſſes of this 
ſcene, depoſed to the fact; and on their depo- 


ſitions the marriage was broken, and count 


Saxe judged by the ſenate n to the ri- 
gour 
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gour of the laws. But while the judges con- 
demned him to die, the king had ordered his 
pardon to be made out; which accordingly he 
found under his napkin the ſame days: as he fat 
down to dinner with his majeſty. - 

Among the ſeveral, regulations of, this 4 
tence, by Which the rights and properties of the 
counteſs had been ſettled; there was one in 
particular, which might be called the principal, 
by which ſhe was permitted to contract another 
marriage with whom ſhe thought proper: and 
accordingly in a little time after, ſne was mar- 
ried to a Saxon officer, with whom ſhe always 
lived in good harmony: becauſe in this ſecond 
wedlock there was a greater conformity of hu- 
mours, than in the firſt. She has been dead 
ſome years, and left three children behind her. 
After this divorce, count Saxe was ſo far from 


forgetting ber, that he never went to Saxony 


without going to ſee her: and the complaiſance 
he ſtill had for her, gave room to believe, that 
he regretted her loſs. He had given her his 
ptomiſe, that he never would marry again; and 
has kept his word: for although he had ſeveral 
opportunities of mai io 8 he al- 
ways declined it. 
In the mean time count * aa akin | 
ing. permiſſion from the king of Poland, his 
1 — to ſerve in France, returned to Paris 
in the beginning of the year 1722 : and there 
being none. of the foreign regiments, in the 
French ſervice vacant at that time, he bought, 
at a very dear rate, that of Spar, formerly 
Gedders German; which went by his name 
afterward and goes now by that of Bentheim. 
So ſoon as he had gotten his regiment, his firſt 
* was to n. the exerciſe, and make uſe 


of 
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of that which he had invented, and practiſed 
in Saxony with ſo much ſucceſs. This exercife 
was approved of by the cennoiſſeurs: afid here 
T ſhall recite the chevalier Follard's opinion of 
it; when, after various kinds of exerciſes, he 
ſays, © What I have now mentioned, is excel- 
« lent; but ſtill it will be neceſſary to exercife 
© the troops according to the method propoſed 


which I greatly eſteem, as I do its inventor, 
one of the brighteſt Genii for the military 


. 


in the firſt war which happens, that IJ am 
not deceived in my opinion of him *.” 
5 Though count Saxe had fixed his reſidence 


in France from this year 1722, and had formed. 


| his houſe at Paris; in which he lived according 


to his rank, viſiting, and receiving the viſits of 


all the nobility at court, he nevertheleſs made 


| ſeveral excurſions to Saxony and Poland; and 


France being then in peace with her neighbours, 
he made it his principal bufineſs to improve 
himſelf in the trade of war, for which he had 
ſuch excellent talents. Engineering; fortifica- 
tion, and the mathematicks, where his princi- 
pal ſtudies; and he took the more pleafure 
therein, as he found he learned them with in- 


credible facility. It was thus he amuſed him- 


ſelf to the end of the year 1725, when an event, 
the moſt remarkable of his life, made him repair 


to Dreſden, - and from thence to Warſaw, where 


the court of Poland was at that time. 


* Hiſt. of Polyb. by Follard, Vol. II. book i, 
__ L4- . 8 
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migallia, who for ſome years had been in 


a bad ſtate of health, was attacked with a 
dangerous diſtemper at Dantzic, in the month 
of December 1725. The republic of Poland 


being informed of it, reſolved to accompliſh. 
the project which it had been long meditating, 
of re- uniting thoſe dutchies to the crown; and 


of diſtributing them into palatinates, after the 
death of the duke. It was thus Mazovia, for- 
merly a dutchy as large as Courland, (ſince the 


dukes of Pruſſia, Courland and Mazovia, were 


three equal ſovereigns, vaſſals of Poland) loſt both 


its liberty and privileges; and that this dutchy, 


whoſe princes, have often ſhaken-off the yoke 


of Poland, and in which they reckoned forty. 


thouſand gentlemen capable of bearing arms, is 
no more known, but by the name of the three 
palatinates into which it is divided. 


The Courlanders, informed of what was con- 
triving againſt, them in the ſenate of Poland, 
endeavoured by all poſfible means, to thwart 
the reſolution taken in it. Beſides ſeveral 
emiſſaries which they entertained ſecretly at 


Warſaw, they had there a reſident named Bra- 
kel, a man artful, intelligent, active, and, in 
a word, on whoſe prudence they could rely. 
This Brakel, after having, in vain, tried all 

methods 


— 
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methods to ſucceed in the negociation in which 
he was employed, and obſerving the high eſteem 
in which count Saxe was at court, imagined, if 
he could prevail with him to accept the ove: 
reignty of Courland, that would be the only 
means to ward-off the blow intended againſt his 
country. . 

He ſent his project to Mittaw, with all the 
motives upon which it was founded. This pr o 

ject was unanimouſly approved in a deliberation, 
Which was remitted to Brakel, with orders to 
communicate it to count Saxe: by this expedi- 
tion the Courlanders flattered themſelves with 
the protection of the king of Poland, wo 
would favour his ſon in an eſtabliſhment wor- 
thy of him ; and they imagined that the repub- 
lick, far from ' oppoſing the reſolution, would 
conſent to it; as well from a deference for the 
king, as that no perſon could ever be propoſed, 
who ought to be more agreeable to it. 

Count Saxe arrived at Warſaw towards the 
beginning of the year 1726, where the whole 
court had epa from Dreſden to participate 
in the diverſions of the carnival, which were to 
be extremely gallant and magnificent; and it 
may be truly ſaid, that never was the Poliſh 
court more brilliant, or more numerous than it 
was upon this occaſion. Brakel waited on count 
Saxe, and imparted to him the deliberation of 
the fates of Courland; and all the anſwer he 
had was, that he ſhould come to no reſolution 
_ tit] he had ſpoken to the king. Accordingly he 
went directly to inform his majeſty of the pro- 
poſal; but, although there is no doubt Auguſtus 
would have been perfectly well pleaſed to pro- 
cure to his ſon count Saxe ſo good an eſtabliſn- 
ment, as that of being duke or Courland; yet, 

as 
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as he foreſaw all the difficulties which at that 
juncture would ſtand in his way; and the in- 
conveniencies which might reſult from ſuch an 
attempt, he ordered him to enter into no en- 
gagements with the Courlanders for ſome time: 
but count Saxe, having privately conferred with 
his particular friends, who ſtrenuouſly preſſed 
him to take the. benefit of this offer; on the 
other hand, ſpurred by Brakel's inceſſant impor- 
tunities, and, in fine, impatient to try his for- 
tune on that ſide; he at laſt gave his promiſe, 
after taking all the meaſures he thought moſt 
proper to ſucceed in an enterprize of that im- 
portance: thus, reſolved to puſh things as far as 
they would go, he determined to repair forth- 
with to Mittaw, the capital city of Courland, 
to make ſure of a party there conſiderable 
enough to ſupport him upon occaſion, On 
leaving Warſaw he gave-out, that he was going 
to the court of Ruſſia to ſolicit ſome preten- 
ſions of the counteſs of Koniſmarc, his mother, 
upon the iſland of Mohn; of which the Ruſ- 
ſians had taken poſſeſſion during the late war 
with Sweden. He arrived at Mittaw the 18th 
of May, and was received by the ſtates with 
open arms. After having had ſeveral ſecret in- 

_ terviews with the dutcheſs dowager of Cour- 
land, who reſided there ſince the death of her 
huſband, he brought that princeſs into his in- 
tereſt, by the hopes of being married to him, 
in caſe the project, which he communicated to 
ber by means of an interpreter, (ſne under- 
| ſtanding no other language but the Ruſſian, and 
he not one word of it) ſhould take effect. The 
reputation which count Saxe had acquired in 
the North, had ſo prepoſſeſſed this princeſs in 
tus favour, that ſhe wiſhed him well "—_ ſhe 
hs new 
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him: but when ſhe ſaw him, her eſteem chan- 
ged into friendſhip; which improved at laſt 
into love. The count, who was very gallant, 
affected the lover; and acted his ing ſo well, 
that the princeſs was credulous enough to be- 
lieve him in earneſt, and would have been 
charmed- to. have fixed him. She promiſed to 
uſe her utmoſt endeavours for the ſucceſs of his 

enterprize; and was as good as her word. 
Anne Jwanowna, dutcheſs dowager of Cour- 
land, was ſecond daughter to the czar Jwan 
Alexiewits, brother of Peter the Great. She 
was born 1693 ; had been married. in 1710 to 
prince Frederick-William, duke of Courland; 
who dying in 1711, without children, left his 
dominions to duke Ferdinand, his brother, the 
preſent poſſeſſor. Nothing appeared more ſuit- 
able than this alliance: and it is certain, that 
had count Saxe come to a determination at this 
time, he not only might have ſupported him- 
ſelf in Courland, but would alſo have ſhared 
with that princeſs the threne of Ruſſia, which 
the afterwards mounted. 4+ | 
The dutcheſs of Courland, the better to fa- 

vour count Saxe's views, acted ſo effectually 
with the ftates, of whom ſhe procured the aſj- 
ſembly, that on the 22d of the ſame month of 
May they publiſhed the following univerſalia, 
in the name of the duke of Courland, without 
either his Knowledge or orders. 


£ « FERDINAND, by the grace of God, duke 

of Livonia, Courland and Semigallia, to 
our well-beloved and faithful ſtates, greeting. 

The noble Caſimir Chriſtopher Brakel, cap- 

« tain-major of Mittaw, and heretofore deputy 

of the province at Warſaw, from whence he 
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is lately returned, having required us to call 
a provincial and extraordinar uy aſſembly, to 
receive his report of what paſſed at Warſaw, 
during the two years he was there in deputa- 
tion: we have thereto conſented, and fixed 
the opening of that aſſembly on the 26th of 
June next; exhorting the claſs of the nobles 
to provide their deputies with the neceſſary 
inſtructions, as well for aſſiſting at the report 
of the ſaid M. Brakel, as for deliberating with 


us on the means of preſerving to perpetuity, 


the province in its immunities and liberties; 

as alſo the ducal government, with regard 
= the eccleſiaſtical and civil ſtate, under the 
high protection of the king of Poland, our 
moſt gracious lord, and of the moſt ſerene 
republick, according to the conventions of de- 
pendance : to the intent that we may procure, 


and reſolve unanimouſly upon, what ſhall be 


moſt fitting for the publick good, for us and 
for our ſucceſſors. 
We have no intention of concealing from 


the claſs of nobles, that M. de Karp, muſter- 


maſter of the great dutchy of Lithuania, has, 
by his letters of the 18th of March laſt, in 
the name of the palatine of Vilna, grand 
general of the armies of Lithuania, promiſed 
us all neceflary aſſiſtance for the preſervation 
of our rights, and thoſe of the province; 
and for ſupporting what we ſhall, in con- 
junction with the claſs of nobles, eſtabliſh ; 


whether for publick and private affairs, or 
with regard to the eventual ſucceſſion accord- 
ing to law. Given at Mittaw the 22d of 


hrs "746 Signed 
BRINK EN enn 
and VANDER-BRAGGEV. 
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Scarce were theſe univerſalia publiſhed, when 


the following proteſtation by duke Ferdinand, 
at the requeſt of the Poliſh miniſtry, appeared, 


FERDINAND, by the grace of God, duke 

of Livonia, Courland and Semigallia 
greeting. We graciouſly truſted hitherto, 
that our principal counſellors, officers. and 


miniſters, who are bound by oath to be 


watchful of our ducal intereft, and of the 
good of the province, would not have intru- 
ded themſelves into the regal rights reſerved 
for their lawful lord: but though ſome among 


them have failed in the duty of their employ. 


ments, by attempting to increafe their pri- 


vate authority and power, to the manifeſt 


prejudice of the rights and prerogatives of 
their ſovereign ; yet we had great confidence, 
that the claſs of nobles, which has been al- 
ways moſt dear to us, would never have-ſuf- 
fered an ill uſe to have been .made of their 
credit, in order to exerciſe a power more than 
ducal. Nevertheleſs, the ambition of ſome 
of our counſellors is grown to ſuch a height, 
that, by divers artifices, they have induced 


the claſs of nobles to form, againſt our inten- 


tion, our will, and our orders, enterprizes 


contrary to the laws of the province; and 
what is without an example, ſurreptitiouſly to 


make uſe of our name, titles, and ſeal againſt 
ourſelves. So that, after having flattered our- 
ſelves ſo many brave countrymen, who have 
received irom us, and from our predeceflors 
diſtinguiſhed marks of.our favour, would not 


have failed to oppoſe theſe ſeveral efforts, 


tending to their own ruin, and to imploy the 
proper means for that purpoſe, Nevertheleſs 
5 1 „ we 


i 

: 
F 
4 
: 
2 
1 
4 
. 
oo 

[; 


. A & e 


od 
08 


— 
1 


bh 


. 


72 
GE : 
mo r * a dens 


ONO e 


r e 


.C 


C 


Hiſtory of Maurice Count gare 99 


we have, not withſtanding our great modera- 


tion and favourable intentions, been equally 
fruſtrated in our expectations, 

We have been informed, that upon the 
arrival of Brakel, a provincial aſſembly has 
been called in our name, for the 26th of this 
month, in order to receive his report, to diſ- 
patch affairs of the laſt moment, which be- 
long to us alone, and to deliberate on the 
pretenſions of the palatine of Vilna, grand 
general of the armies of Lithuania. We can- 
not, nor will we be perſuaded, that men of 
probity and honour can be guilty of ſuch an 
action: we therefore leave it to the judg- 
ment, as well of our counſellors, as our Faith. | 
ful nobles in particular, whether it be reaſon- 
able that this Brakel (who without our au- 
thority, and even againft our will, has acted 
as deputy a at Warſaw for the 1 of two 
years; and there publickly negociated againſt 
our intereſts) ſhould undertake to form, even 
in your name, a conſpiracy againſt us, for- 
getting that we are his natural and lawful 
lord; and that the elevation of his family has 
no other foundation, but our favour. 

As for the reſt, we hope that the claſs of 


nobies will not preſume to undertake any 


thing contrary to our orders, or without our 
conſent; particularly in affairs which can 
have no effect without our approbation. 
However, that our counſellors may be more 


attentive to the duties of their employ ments; 


and that the nobles may not deviate from the 


allegiance, which is due to us; out of our 
paternal affection we give them warning, to 


prevent the effects of our ducal power. And 
in 8 of our full and juſt right, we 
F2 o oMHꝗ . 
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c forbid and prohibit them to attempt the leaſt 
< thing in abuſe of our name, and alſo to aſſiſt 
< at that aſſembly, of which the convocation 
„is null to all intents and purpoſes. 
Our intention is ſo to order matters, that 
at the time of our return, all affairs may be 
re-eſtabliſhed according to their ancient courſe, 


cording to the laws of the country; and not 
have the boldneſs openly to form enterprizes, 


wiſhing, by theſe preſents to our principal 
counſellors, and. to the whole order of the 


wiſer councils, we aſſure them of our favour. 
« Given at Dantzick the 4th of June 1726. 


Signed FERDINAND. 


Courland is an ancient dutchy, which for- 
merly made a part of Livonia. It belonged to 


the Teutonick order, and had a ſeat in the diet 


of the empire; where it is ſtill called, but has 
its chair turned down. It comprizes two pro- 
vinces, Courland and Semigallia. It became a 


ſovereign ſtate, though depending upon Poland, 
in 1562, when Gotlart Ketler, grand maſter 


of the Teutonick order, renounced the ſame ; 
and having figned and ſworn, at Vilna, to the 


treaty called Padta ſuljectionis, he was pro- 


claimed, in the name of the king, and of the 


republick of Poland, duke of Courland and of 


Semigallia ; but with the ſame rights of ſove- 
reignty which he poſſeſſed before; particularly 
that of coining money : a right which the kings 

of Poland have not themſelves. 
He has an abſolute. power in ſpirituals, as 
well as s temporals ; ſince he is in Courland the 
ſummus. 


Therefore let every one behave himſelf ac- 
which tend to the overthrow of the ſtate: 


nobility in general, the divine protection and 
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ſummus epiſcopus: beſides, he makes laws, and 
fraiſes taxes with conſent of the ftates of the 
country; whom he can aſſemble when he 
pleaſes. He poſſeſſes this dutchy in the fame. 
manner which the elector of Brandebourg poſ- 
ſeſſes Pruſſia; as appears by the letters of inve- 
ſtiture, in which it is faid, + We grant him 
« the title of duke, in the ſame manner, and 
with the ſame dignities, honours, prerogatives 
« and privileges, which have been granted to 
* the illuſtrious duke of Pruffia.” _. 125 
And to give a more perfect idea of the inde- 
pendance of the duke of Courland, it ſuffices 
to remark, that it is a fief offered, not grant- 
ed: that he has a right to ſend an ambaſſador 
to the king of Poland's court: that he likewiſe 
receives from, and ſends miniſters to crowned 
heads: that he can raiſe an army from fifteen 
to eighteen thouſand men: that he has had a 
fleet of forty ſhips of the line, from thirty to 
eighty guns: and that, in fine, the king of 
France calls him couſin ; the emperor, moſt il- 
luſtrious; and Poland, moſt illuſtrious, moſt 
mighty. __ ” Es: 
, Gotlart Ketler was a gentleman of the dutchy 
of Berge. After the death of William of Fur- 
| ſtemberg, in 1559, he was elected grand ma- 
ſter of the Teutonick order; being before only 
commander of Dunebourg in Livonia. Finding 
himſelf preſſed by the Ruſſians, and having no 
hopes of ſuccour from Germany, he put him 
ſelf under the protection of Sigiſmond, king of 
Poland; who made him be proclaimed, the 5th 
of March 1562, duke of Courland and Semi- 
gallia, and governor of Livonia, by Nicholas 
Radzewil, palatine of Vilna. He turned Lu- 
theran, and died the 17th of May 1587. Fre- 
1 OY . derick, 
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derick, his eldeſt ſon, ſucceeded him in all his 
dignities; and rendered great ſervices to Poland 
in the war with Sweden: for he rather choſe 


to loſe all his dominions, than to abandon his 


party. His capital being taken and plundered, 
it was not reſtored to him but by the truce of 
1029. 

The dukes of Courland have never been able 
to obtain admiſſion into the number of the ſtates 
of Poland, nor to have ſeats in the diets of that 
kingdom. They are ſovereigns in their own 
territories, though depending on Poland. They 
render juſtice to their ſubjects without appeal ; 


except in matters of the laſt importance, in which 
they have a right to bring them before the diet 


of the ſtates of the country. They have about 
three hundred thouſand crowns of yearly reve- 
nue. Nothing poſitive can be ſaid with regard 
to troops ;. they never. having entertained any 


at their own charge: but they have a very nu- 


merous nobility, and always ready to take the 
field. They are not obliged to perſonal ho- 
mage to the king of Poland at the time of their 
inveſtiture ; but only by proxy. All they are 
obliged to, in diſcharge of the feudal right of 
Poland, is to maintain for its ſervice, in time 


of war, one hundred horſemen well equipped. 


The dutchies of Courland and Semigallia are 
divided into four general captainries; which 
are Goldingen, Tuckum, Mittaw and Scelburg. 
Each of theſe general captainries has, ſubject 
to its orders, two particular captains, who are 
as governors: however they all depend ypon 
the regency ; which is compoſed of a grand 
maſter, a chancellor, a grand burgrave, and a 


grand marſhal. : 
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In the eight captainries which compoſe Cour- 
land and Semigallia, are ſixteen bailiffries (or 
bailiwicks), The principal cities are Mittaw, 
Libau, Goldingen, Windau and Bauſke. The 
inhabitants are almoſt all Lutherans; there are 
however ſome Romaniſts and Calviniſts: but 
the prince muſt be a Lutheran. His reſidence 
is at Mittaw ; where the ducal palace is ex- 
ceeding fine. The river Boldereau fills its 
ditches, after waſhing the walls of the town. 

The duke's arms are quartered in the firſt 
and fourth, argent, with a lion gules, crowned 
or, for the dutchy of Courland ; and for that of 
Semigallia, in the ſecond and third, azure, with 
a wild goat crowned, naturally, iſſuing from 
the dexter and ſiniſter of the helmet, and over 
all gules, with the jaw of an aſs in pale, argent, 
crowned or, partee or, in the capital letters 
S. A. interlaced ſable, crowned argent. Theſe 
are the arms of the houſe of Ketler, of which 
Gotlart was the firſt duke of Courland and Se- * 
migallia, The helmet is placed on a mantle 
of ermine and purple, ſupported by two lions, 
or, crowned the ſame, as ſupporters. 

Beſides, that duke Ferdinand was not very 
agreeable to his ſubjects, in ſo much that they 
had forced him to retire to Dantzick, becauſe of 
his exactions in Courland, and that be was of 

the Romiſh faith, and they Lutherans ; liberty, 
which alone conſtitutes the hopes and completeſt 
happineſs of nations, nay, even of all beings, - 

excited the inhabitants to take all proper mea- 

| ſures to oppoſe the projects of the republick of 
Poland : which, by reducing them into palati- 

nates, would have impoſed on them popiſh pa- 

latines, and inſenſibly deprived them of the 

j liberty of profeſſing openly their religion. For 
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this reaſon, without minding the proteſtation 
of duke Ferdinand, begged by Poland, their 


Whole thoughts were taken up about giving 


this prince a, ſucceſſor, who, by ſupporting them 
in their rights and liberties, might be in a con- 
dition to ſhake-off the yoke of any other power, 


which ſhould attempt to infringe them; and 


alſo to ſupport them in chuſing for themſelves a 
ſovereign. 

While matters were in this ſituation in Cour- 
land, count Saxe was leaving no ſtone unturned 


in France, in order to raiſe men and money, 


All his friends had ſubſcribed for this enter- 
prize; and one, named Leger, had been made 
choice of for collector of the ſubſcriptions, Ma- 
demoiſelle le Couvreur, who was then attached 
to the count, was the moſt forward in furniſh- 
ing her contingent : one cannot do too much 
juſtice to the memory of this generous perſon; 
who, on this occaſion, did an heroick action, 
by putting her jewels and filver plate in pledge, 
to furniſh him with forty thouſand livres. There 
was at Liege a perſon employed by count Saxe 
to lift all the deſerters, who could be found, of 
whatever nation they were. The plan was, to 
raiſe three thouſand of theſe men: but the ex- 
pence exceeding the ſums paid-in, and the 
banker, Leger, having diſcontinued ſending 
caſh, there were no more than eighteen hun- 
dred inrolled; of which number one half de- 
ſerted before they reached Lubec, where they 
were to embark. So that count Saxe received 
only eight hundred effective men; whom he 
regtmented at their arrival, and exerciſed ac- 
cording to his own method, _ 
On the 16th of the ſame month of June 
1726, the auditor general Sentrowit arrived 
: | from 
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from St. Peterſbourg at Mittaw, with large bills 


of exchange. He made propoſals both to the 


regency and nuncios; giving them to under- 
ſtand, that no perſon could be more to their 
purpoſe, than prince Menzikoff. Beſtuchef, on 
the other hand, propoſed the duke of Holſtein: 
and both of them continued their ſolicitations 
till the 19th z when Maurice count Saxe ap- 


peared as à candidate: upon which the party 


of the two firſt competitors diminiſhed in ſuch 


a manner, that on the 20th count Saxe was 


unanimouſly elected ſucceſſor to duke Ferdi- 


nand, and the diploma remitted to him eight 


days after, as it here follows. 


B E it known to all men, that . having 
ordered things ſo, as that the moſt ſerene houſe 
if Gotlart Kettler, ſovereign of the dutchies of 


Courland and Semigallia, is ready to become ex- 


tine, in the perſon of the moſt ſerene duke Ferdi- 


nand : the nobility and flates of ' the aforeſaid 
 dutchies, to avoid the misfortunes attending inter- 


regnums, and the ſubverſion-of the fate; to pre- 


vent likewiſe all foreign, as well as inteſtine trou- 


bles, and to maintain effectually the eſtabliſhed laws, 
have judged it neceſſary and ſalutary to appoint an 
eventual ſucceſſion ; which they have, by the grace 
of God, accompliſhed in the perſon of the moſt ſe- 
rene prince Maurice count Saxe, by an unanimous 
deliberation of the ſupreme counſellors of the regency, 


and of the whole nobility, by means of a convoca- 


tion, and the reſult of a general diet : in which 
they have unanimouſly, and by the aft which ends 
the diet, reſolved and determined, that they, the 
nobility and flates of the ſaid dutchies, ſhall give 
themſelves to the aforeſaid prince and lord, and 
«knowledge bim, with his heirs male, as their 
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ſovereign, in caſe his fer ene highneſs duke Fer . 


nand ſhall happen to die without male children : 


promiſing that they will neither withdraw them- 
ſelves, nor ſuffer themſelves to be diſengaged from 


him in any ſhape ; but, on the contrary, will re- 
unite all their force and all their power, that this 


eventual eleftion may be approved, ratified and con- 


firmed by his majeſly the king of Poland, as Do- 
MINUS DIRECTUS, 


In conſideration whereof, the moſt ſerene prince 
has, in the ſtrongeſt manner, engaged and obliged 


himſelf, by virtue of the preſent act, (as in juſtice 
ought to be) to ſuccour, aid, and protect the coun- 


try, in all the occaſions, neceſſities and caſes, which 


may happen; to profeſs the pure, evangelical reli- 
gion, according to the confeſſion of Auſbourg ; and 
10 maintain the country in the ſame as alſo to 
preſerve the privileges, immunities, prerogatives, 
liberties, ancient cuſtoms and contracts; together 


with the former and latter commiſſorial deciſions as 


eſtabliſhed ; not to violate them, and far leſs to 
ſuffer them to be violated; to make it his principal 
care to redreſs all grievances, before he takes the 
reins of government and receives the homage ; and 
to conform himſelf, in all reſpects, to the charters 
which his moſt ſerene predeceſſors have given. In 
teſtimony whereof, and to conſolidate all which is 
here above ſtipulated, duplicates have been made of 
the preſent act; whereof one capy, ſigned and ſealed 


Ey his ſerene hiehneſe, and the other by the nobility 


and ſtates of the country, jointly with the ſupreme 


counſellors of the regency. Given at Mittaw, the 


| 5th of Fuly, in the year of our Lord Feſus Chr iſt 
1726. Signed 


H. of Brincken, grand malice of the country; 
J. C. of Saken, marſhal of the nuncios, and 
nuncio of F nnn. 5 8. Kerf, nuncio 


of 


** 
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of Talech; G. F. Klopmann, nuncio of 


Mittaw; W. H. Schroeders, nuncio of 


Bauſke, Erkau, Neugutſch, and Baldou ; B. 
H. of Heucking, nuncio of Jabel; G. E, of 
Saken, nuncio of Candau; H. J. Grotthus, 
nuncio of Goldingen; E. F. of Saken, nun- 
cio of Dobleni; E. A. of Heucking, nuncio 
of Tutum; H. C. Kaiſerling, nuncio of 
Tacum; C. J. E. Ronne, nuncio of Win- 
dau; H. of Saſs, nuncio of Helburg; G. C. 


of Medem, nuncio of Greutzhuff; E. J. of 


Buttler, nuncio of Greutzhuff; J. H. Key- 
ſerling, chancellor; E. P. of Bruggen, mar- 
ſhal of the country; H. J. of Brincken, nun- 
cio of Fravenbourg; N. W. Stempel, nun- 
cio of Alſchweng; C. Wigand, nuncio of 
Talſch; J. E. Nolder, nuncio of Durbiſch 


and Grams; F. C. Nettelhoret, nuncio of 
Bauſke, Erkau, Neugutſch, and Baldou; F. 


of Aſcherſlehen, nuncio of Jabel; P. C. of 
Heucking, nuncio of Candau ; H. of Brinc- 
ken, nuncio of Goldingen; G. H. of Leo- 
bell, nuncio of Dobleni; J. M. Frunck, 
nuncio of Tutum; E. C. of Bruggen, nun- 
cio of Auzie; J. Kaiſerling, nuncio of Dru- 
naberg; O. C. of Hoſlen, nuncio of Seſ- 
ſanch; and E. C. of Medem, nuncio of 
 Hozenot and G robin. 9 


Two days after his election, count Saxe 
thought himſelf obliged to notify it to the pri- 
mate of Poland. This he did in the following 
letter, ſent him by the ſame expreſs, which he 
diſpatched to the king, his father; to whom 
he ſeeretly wrote an account of all which 


paſſed. | 
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6 My Lord, 


BE nobles of Courland aſſembled, have 
elected me for ſucceſſor to duke F erdi- 


8 Ces the 28th of this month. By this prelude 
your highneſs will perhaps look upon me, as 


b the chief of a revolted people; but I beg of 


<.you to ſuſpend, for a moment, your deciſion, 
< and to liften to the reaſons, which have in- 
<. duced me to conſent to this election. I con- 


feſs, my lord, that perſuaded, as I ftill am, 


© of the juſtice of the Courlanders, I have for 
< ſome time had views towards this eftabliſh- 
ment: but the king having, at my departure, 
©. laid his commands on me to drop all thoughts 
< of it, Irepaired to Riga to ſolicit pretenſions, 
< which I have on lands in Livonia, and to try 


if there was any poſſibility of treating about 
my marriage with the dutcheſs of Courland : 


< ſteps which, I preſume, could give no offence 
© to his majeſty, or to the republick, In pat- 
< ſing through Mittaw I underſtood, that the 


<. nobles had been aſſembled for fifteen days, 


© about the election of a ſucceſſor to duke Fer- 


dinand; and when I arrived at Riga I was 
informed that prince Menzikoff had ſent one 
©. of his creatures, with conſiderable ſums, to 


© engage. the diet to declare in his favour. The 
duke of Holftein has likewiſe appeared as a 


candidate, relying much on the protection of 


the Ruſſian court, In a word duke Ferdi- 


< nand has made an offer to the Courlanders 


<. of renouncing all his pretenſions, if they 
© would chuſe a prince of Heſſe-Caſſel; ac- 
< tually in the ſervice of the king of Pruſſia, 
and who would be ſupported by the Swedes 
and all the proteſtant party. I was afraid, 
1 8 my 


E 
- 
0 

2 


Hiſtory of Maurice Count Saxe. 109 
my lord, and I think I had reaſon to be ſo, 
that the Courlanders, flattered by the neigh- 
bouring powers to have their privileges pre- 
ſerved, and threatened by Poland to loſe them, 
might have been tempted to take a reſolution 
equally contrary to the. tranquillity and in- 
tereſts of the republick : all which determined 
me to liſt myſelf in the number of the pre- 
tenders; and Courland has not been inclinable 
to favour me, but becauie they thought no 
ſubject could be more agreeable to the king 
and to the republick, or give leſs men to 
Poland and its neighbours. 

This is what I have the honour to tell your 
highneſs, with reſpect to my own juſtification: 
you will find that of the Courlanders in the 
incloſed memorial, which I beg your lordſhip 
would be pleaſed to conſider with attention, 
and to ſuppoſe yourſelf, for a moment, in the q 
place of a nation threatened with the depriva= - 
tion of a liberty, which they have ſo long en- f 
joyed, and which they have not deſerved to 
loſe. I flatter myſelf that your highneſs, con- 
vinced of the juſtice of their cauſe, will grant 
them your protection. I aſk it of you, my 
lord, and can aſſure you, that ſo long as Cour- 
land ſhall have any regard to my advice, it 
will remain inviolably attached to the repub- 
lick, Hitherto the eren have had no 
< other ſentiments: but I would not anſwer for 
* the continuance of them, were they puſhed 
< to the extremities of deſpair. I have the 
= *< honour to remain &c. Signed | 
= Mittaw, _ MAuRICE DE SAXE;” 

15 June 30, 1726. 
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Nothing could be more artfully contrived than 
the turn, which count Saxe gave to this letter : 
his reaſons were ſpecious, and conſequently 
perſuaſive. They did not, however, operate 
with the primate ſo well as he hoped ; becauſe 
the ſame miniſter who had declared himſelf the 


enemy of him, and of madam Koniſmarc his 


mother, did all he could to prevent this pro- 
ject's taking place. There was with this let- 
ter a memorial ſigned by all the nuncios, and 
by all the principal nobility of Courland ; by 
which they juſtified their conduct in this clec- 
tion, by repreſenting, in the moſt ample man- 
ner, to the king, to the republick, and to the 
whole univerſe, to whom they appealed as ar- 
| biters, the motives which had determined them 
to make it. 

Prince Menzikoff, who kept at Riga, ſent 
prince Dolgoruki to Mittaw, who, next day 
after his arrival, on the 7th of July, called a 
meeting of the regency, and the marſhal of the 


diet ; whither he went and told them, that the 


empreſs of Ruffia would never conſent to the 
election, which they had made: that ſhe was 
very much diſpleaſed, and very much ſurprized 
the Courlanders ſhould thus withdraw them- 
ſelves from her high proteCtion : that if they 
would chuſe for a ſucceſſor, either the duke of 
Holſtein, prince Menzikoff, or one of the Heſ- 
ſian princes, the would ſupport them with all 


her forces: in fine, he gave them to underſtand, 


that if they perſiſted to diſpleaſe her imperial 
majeity, by upholding the killegal election of 
count Maurice, they would plunge themſelves 


into incvitable niis{ortunes, 


The Coulanders, who had but Fay then 
ſigned a t:caty of union with count Saxe, their 
new 
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new duke; by which they - were mutually 
bound in fuch a manner, as not to be able to 
retract, boldly anſwered prince Dolgoruki, 
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That they had always been earneſtly ſtudious 


to gain the good-will of the Ruffian court; 


but that they acknowledged no other protec- 
tion than that of the king and republick of 
Poland : that this appeared ſufficient to them, 
and that they would never apply. for any 
other: that having a right to elect their own. 
ſovereign, they could not, without renounc- 
ing it, ſubmit to a prince forced upon them : 
that their rights were ſo well eftabliſhed, 
they could not be attacked without violating 
all that was moſt ſacred amongſt well-go- 
verned nations: that if attempts were made 
to annihilate their rights, the neighbouring 


powers would find it their intereſt to ſupport 


them: but that they would never make ap- 
plication for their aſſiſtance, ſo long as Po- 
land did not withdraw its protection; being 
reſolved to continue their attachment to it, 
to the laſt extremity: and in a word, as to 
the misfortunes with which they were 'threat- 
ned, they knew that their country was open, 


and could not reſiſt the forces of her imperi- 


al majeſty of Ruſſia ; but that, as their cauſe 
was juſt, and being as yet under the protec- 
tion bf Poland, they could not. be intimidated, 
by any menaces.“ | 

This anſwer having been reported to prince 


Menzikoff, he repaired immediately to Mittaw, 


with a numerous retinue ; and marched eigh- 


teen hundred men into the city. The next 
day count Saxe went to make him a viſit; and 
the converſation turning upon the ſubject of 


his; Jaurney, he took it up in prince Dolgoruki's 


tone, 


112 Hiſtory of Maurice Count Saxe. 


tone, and even with more warmth : for he de- 
clared, in poſitive terms, that the intention of 


her imperial majeſty of Ruſſia was, That the 
« ftates ſhould re- aſſemble to proceed to a new 


election; which could not fall but on himſelf, 


(prince Menzikoff ) the duke of Holſtein, or 
© one of the Heſſian princes ; and that he was 
come to Mittaw with no other deſign, but 
'c 
* 


to ſee an end put to this affair in his own 


preſence,” 
Count Saxe anſwered, © That tis deſign 
ſeemed to him to be impracticable; ; ſo long 
as he employed only the means of juſtice to 
ſucceed : that the diet of the ſtates of Cour- 
land being ſeparated, they could not be re- 
aſſembled : that this diet having elected him, 
and given him an authentick aſſurance, that 
they would not chuſe another, could not pro- 


invalid ; and that, in ſhort, the fate of Cour- 
land was, either to be divided into palatinates, 


to. preſerve the ancient form of its govern- 
ment; in which laſt caſe, he, count Saxe, 
could alone be its ſovereign.” 

However juſt theſe reaſons ſeemed to be, 
they were not reliſhed by prince Menzikoff, 
who left Mittaw the 13th of July 1726; pro- 
teſting, that if in ten days he had not a poſitive 
anſwer from the ſtates, and the regency, he 
would march twenty thouſand men into the 


VCC 


country, to live at diſcretion, until her impe- 


rial majeſty had full ſatisfaction made her on 
all the points, which be had propoſed on her 
behalf. In the mean time count Saxe, far from 


being intimidated, or of thinking to abandon 


the 


ceed to a new election: that if they were for- 
ced to do ſo, ſuch conſtraint would render it 


incorporated into the republick of Poland, or 
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the cauſe, was diſpoſing things for a vigorous 
defence. The nobility promiſed to join him; 
and the burghers expreſſed no leſs eagerneſs to 
ſupport him with all their power. While he 
was thus preparing, at all events, againſt the 
Ruſfians, and expected every moment the ef- 
fect of their threats, he received from the pri- 
mate of Poland the following anſwer to the let- 
ter, which he had written him. 


81 R, 

I is the Whole ſenate aluablad; in pre- 

ſence of the king, together with the mi- 
niſtry of Poland and Lithuania, who have re- 
queſted his majeſty, agreeable to the ſworn 
faith, to order a reſeript forbidding congreſſes, 
projected with a deſign to bring in agitation 
the eventual ſucceſſion in Courland, and for 
diſannulling all attempts for the reaſons ex- 
preſſed in the ſaid reſcript. Other reaſons 
were, moreover, repreſented to the king, 
while your excellency was till at Warſaw; 
which had induced” his majeſty to command 
you not to think of Courland, as your _— 
lency confeſſes. 
But things being brought to the point, in 
which your excellency informs me they are, 
and the re-aſſumption of the diet already de- 
termined ; without enlarging farther upon this 


nie RW OY 


ſtates aſſembled : not being able, however, to 
exempt myſelf, by the obligation of my em- 
 ployment, from proteſting againſt an enter- 
prize fo contrary to the will "of his majeſty, 
and his rights, as well as to thoſe mn cher re- 
publics M | 
At — the * of July 1726. 
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ſubject, I ſhall refer it to the deciſion of the 
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While he was reading this letter, he heard 
an extraordinary noiſe in the ftreet ; and as he 


was always on the watch, he went to the 
window to ſee what was the, matter. Although 
day-light was almoſt gone, yet there was enough 


| left for him to diſcover, that there was a deſign 
 Jormed againſt his perſon ; and that his houſe. 


was inveſted on all ſides by armed men. He 


immediately judged, that it was a detachment 
ſent by prince Menzikoff to carry him off: nor 
was he deceived in his concluſion ; for it was 
in reality a body of eight hundred Ruffians, 
who had orders to take him, dead or alive, 


He loſt no time: and always retaining that 


preſence of mind ſo peculiar to him, and which 


rendered him ſucceſsful in all his expeditions, 
his firſt ftep was, to cauſe all the avenues to his 
houſe to bs barricaded, as well as poſſible ; and 
having armed about lixty men, who were with 


him at that time, he followed the ſame plan, 


which he had made uſe of in the defence of the 
inn at Crachnitz. He diſtributed his people into 
different apartments of the houſe, making holes 


in the floors, as on the former occaſion ; and in 


order to have a communication among them, 
he ordered the partitions to be pulled down. 
This great buſtle of prince Menzikoff's made 


too much noiſe in the town, not to reach the 


ears of the dutcheſs in a moment; and that 
princeſs took too great an intereſt in what re- 


garded count Saxe, to abandon him on ſuch an 


eccafion as this. She immediately gave orders to 
her guards to go to his aſſiſtance. The officer 


who commanded the Ruſſians did not judge 
| proper to proceed farther, when he ſaw that 
the princeſs concerned herſelf in the affair. He 


re- aſſembled his ſoldiers as ſoon as he could, 
| gave 
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tops, and firing their muſkets: | 
= had ſcaled the garden walls; from whence they ß 
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gave over his attack, and retired out of town 


the ſame evening. It i is not to be doubted, but 


that otherwiſe count Saxe would have ee 


forced to yield to numbers: for his houſe was 


2 ſimple burgher-houſe, of wood, ſurrounded: 
with poor, ruinous buildings; of which the 
Ruſſians had taten poſſeſſion, to penetrate into 
his. Already ſome were mounted on the houſe 
already others 


could enter into the houſe, or ſet it on fire; 
which they had orders to do, in caſe of reſi- 
ſtance. By the prudent diſpoſitions which count 
daxe had made, he had but two men ſlightly 
hurt; but the befiegers had ſixteen killed, and 
more than ſixty wounded : of this laſt number 
was the officer who commanded them, which 
determined him to retire more quickly, than 


perhaps he would have done, had he not been 


a ſufferer in the cauſe. 
This event was accompanied with an 3 


ture ſo particular, that I could not forbear giv- 


ing it a place here, by way of digreſſion. A 
citizen's daughter of the town, having come 
that day to pay the count a private viſit, waited 


for the night-fall to return home: but as ſhe 


was ſtill there, when the houſe was inveſted, 
ſhe could not poſſibly make her eſcape without 


riſking a diſcovery, which, of all things, ſhe 


dreaded moſt, Count Saxe, who had then 
more ſerious affairs to take up his thoughts; 
(ſince if he had been taken, he would infallibly 
have been tranſported into the remoteſt part of 
Siberia, from whence perhaps he, never would 
have been heard-of more) committed the care 
of this, lovely girl to one of his valets, who 
fancied the moſt likely way to get her off, 
| would 
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would be to diſguiſe her in dreſs: for which 
reaſon he gave her: a ſuit of his maſter's cloaths 
to put on; and let her down by a rope from 


the window into a neighbouring garden. Some 
of the Ruſſian ſoldiers, who from the houſe- top 


ſaw her deſcend, thought it was count Saxe 


endeavouring to "make his eſcap-; and in that 
thought about fifty of them purſued the fugitive 
with ſcrewed bayonets, and took him, or ra- 
ther her, priſoner. Some of them knew his 


cloaths *, and affirmed, that it was the very 


man: and fo led him away, well eſcorted, to 
their commander. The illuſion did not Jong 
laſt :: the floods of tears which this tender, but 
unfortunate girl ſhed, foon diſcovered her ſex, 
and that ſhe was no warrior in the field of 
Mars: but her beauty and youth having made 
2 ſtrong impreſſion upon the Ruſſian officer, he 


ordered that care ſhould be taken of her; and 


far from diſmiſling her, which ſhe begged with 
tears and prayers, enough to move the very 
ſtones, he carried her away with him; and, as 
it was reported, afterwards married her. F 

It was thus the dutcheſs of Courland, watch- 
ful of count Saxe's preſervation, drew him out 


of the ſcrape : and his houſe being no more ha- 


bitable, by the demolitions which the ſiege had 
occaſioned, ſhe engaged him to accept of an 

apartment in her palace. This he accepted of, 
and poſſeſſed all the time he remained at Mit- 
taw; where he was entertained at the expence 
of that princeſs, who had all the attention ima- 
ginable to oblige him. She ſent a page every 
ne about his ann, to know the 


7 Probably they were ſome of thoſe, who at- 


tended Menzikoff 1 in his viſit to Mittaw, 


ſtate 
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ſtate of his health, and an officer to receive his 
orders. But although ſhe had for him a com- 
plaiſance, which carried more than bare civility 
in it, the returns he made, were rather the ef- 
fects of politeneſs and decency, than of incli- 
nation: for he has ſince confeſſed, that he ne- 
ver felt any thing for her beyond what gratitude 
8 3 In the mean time this dutcheſs, think- 

ſhe never could do enough for a prince, in 
wha ſhe found ſo much merit, went for Riga, 
with a view to engage prince Menzikoff to 
drop his pretenſions; and afterwards proceeded 
to St. Peterſbourg, where ſhe redoubled her ſo- 
licitations in favour of the election that had 
been made. Count Saxe wrote at the ſame 
time to baron d'Ofterman, privy un ler to 
the empreſs, the bee letter. 1 


8.1 By: 

THE. publick 8 ſo „ of 
your excellency ; and I am ſo much per- 
6 funded of the juſtice they do you, that I ad- 
« dreſs myſelf with confidence to a miniſter, 
* whoſe prudence equals his capacity. I beg 
« your excellency may believe, that this is no 
* compliment; the frankneſs with which I am 
going to unboſom myſelf ought to carry con- 

© viction along with it. 
The Courlanders, threatened with the loſs 
of their privileges, did not expect, that the 
meaſures, which they were taking to ſecure 
themſelves, ſhould meet with oppoſition from 
the ſide of Ruſſia. The principle on which 
they founded their hopes, is, that the inten- 
tion of the late emperor was, and that of the 
empreſs reigning is, and ought ſtill to be, the 
2 ſupporting the government of Courland on its 
« preſent 
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« preſent footing. The frequent aſſurances of 
their imperial majeſties, given upon this ſub. 
c ject, left no room for the leaft doubts. 
] have acted in conſequence: my ſteps have 
not -been hidden ; they were no ſecret to the 
court of Ruſſia; nor was the leaſt inſinuation 
made to me of their being diſagreeable. The 
Courlanders could delay no longer: the quef- 
tion was, how to prevent the reſolutions, 
which were to be taken at Grodno, to divide 
their country 'into palatinates : and this was 
what determined them to call a diet with 
ſuch precipitation; in which they were to 
confider of the moſt effectual means to pre- 
ſerve liberty. | | 
© Noexpedient was found more certain, than 
to elect a ſucceſſor ; who might be agreeable 
to the king of Poland, and 3 no jealouſy 
to neighbours. They "thought they found in 
my perſon ſuch an one; and therefore elected 
me. The election was unanimous ; - and the 
diet conſummated by a treaty betwixt the no- 
bles and me; which binds us in ſuch a man- 
ner, that we cannot be ſeparated, without a 
palpable breach of honour, Things were in 
this ſituation, when it was reported, that 
prince Menzikoff was coming to Livonia, 
} „„ mot at all ſatisfied with what had been done 
11 | at Mittaw. 
"4 | On the news of your excellency s accom- 
| panying him, I ſent a perſon of confidence to 
Riga, to compliment you on my part; to 
inform you of what had paſſed, and to beg 
your protection to the juſtice of my cauſe, and 
to that of the Courlanders. But having 
learned that your excellency remained at st. 
Peterſbourg, I wrote to prince Menzikoff in 
7 terms, 
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terms, which I thought moſt proper to foften 
him; and the dutcheſs of Courland, on her 
part, joined the ſtrongeſt ſolicitations in favour 
of the country; but nothing could prevail 
with him. On his arrival at Mittaw, he 
aſſembled the. regency, and inſiſted on its 
calling a ſecond diet, to diſannul my election; 
and inſtal him in my room. The principal 
members of the regency are threatened with 


men to live upon the country at diſcretion, in 
caſe the diet do not re- aſſemble in ten days. 

© I ſhall not pretend to determine, if theſe 
threats be juſt; I leave your excellency to 
judge; but this I do ſay, that the Coutlan- 
ders cannot ſubmit to the will of her imperial 
© majeſty, whatever inclination they may have. 
As vaffals of Poland, dare they acknowledge 
© any other protection, without expoſing them- 
© ſelves to be lawfully ſtripped of their privi- 
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© leges ? Nevertheleſs, it they reſiſt the orders 


© which, have been juſt now ſent them, they 
© expoie-themſelves to intire ruin; and if they 
obey, they break their treaty, with their 
oaths, and incur the juſt ien of Po- 
9 

Such is, fir, the caſe of the: Galle: 
© and it is by virtue of a credential letter from 
her imperial majeſty, of which prince Dolgo- 
_ © ruki is the bearer, that they are thus treated. 
* what would the empire of Ruſſia fay, if the 


people under its protection were ſo dealt 
< with? I do not write to you as a miniſter, 


© but as a perſon of whoſe eſteem and friendſhip 


< Tam ambitious ; and I flatter my ſelf, that the 


intimacy betwixt you and prince Menzikoff, 
will not hinder you — reflecting on the 
© hard 


being ſent into Siberia: and twenty thouſand 
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hard fate of the Courlanders; which they have 


© not deſerved by any ſtep they have taken, 
< Let your excellency direct his view to the 


<* conſequences that may reſult from it. 


If none but myſelf was intereſted in their 
preſervation, they might be deſtroyed with- 
out any regard to the conſequences ; but they 
have a more powerful protection: and the 
preſent ſituation of Europe is ſuch, that the 
leaft ſpark may produce a general flame. I 
have the honour to remain, with all poſſible 


© regard, &c. Signed 


© MAuRICE DE SAXE.” 


. To enforce the preſſing ſolicitations of the 
ducheſs of Courland, and the favourable im- 
preſſions which this letter occaſioned, there un- 


expectedly came out a declaration from the king 
of Poland, notified to the Ruſſian miniſter at 


Warſaw ; by which his majeſty. complained of 


the princes Menzikoff and Dolgoruki : and on 
this baron d'Ofterman cauſed orders to be 
iſſued out for the troops in Courland to evacuate 
it. If count Saxe's hopes were ſomewhat raiſed 


by the retreat of the Ruſſian troops, it was a 


ſhort-lived pleaſure: for he had advice from 


Poland, that his election had added to the 


number of bis enemies. The diet was upon 


the point of being aſſembled at Grodno, to 


which place it had been convoked for the 28th 
of September. The count thought proper to be 
preſent at this aſſembly; and accordingly ar- 
rived incognito at Grodno, the 6th of Qctober. 
But they who were his real friends acquainted 
- mim, that his affair attracted the whole atten- 
tion of the diet; and adviſed him to retire. 


| Althougb 
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Although the king of Poland might not have 
been inwardly diſpleaſed at the elevation of 


count Saxe, his ſon, to the ſovereignty of Cour- 
land; nevertheleſs he was obliged to diſſemble. 
He had cauſed ſeveral magnificent palaces to be 
built at Warſaw, which had coſt infinite ſums; 
and as he was ſoliciting the diet for the pro- 


-perty of then, he was obliged to keep fair with 


it. The firſt thing brought upon the carpet, 


was the affair of Courland. Some of the nun- 


cios had inſiſted, that, preferably to every other 
thing, moſt humble remonſtrances ought to be 
made to the king for a diploma, , calling back 


count Saxe, and diſannulling his election: others 
were of opinion, that a revocatory diploma not 


being ſufficient, it was neceſſary that his maje- 
ſty, who had alone an abſolute power over him, 


ſhould take it upon himſelf to recal him. The 


greater part of the nuncios were of opinion, that 
the king had under-hand favoured the election; 
which they all highly condemned, excepting 


the nuncio of Poſnania'; who ſaid, with a view 
| to juſtify it, that they ought not to blame count 

Maurice, a nebleman diſtinguiſhed by his birth 
and merit, for having the ambition to puſh his 
fortune as far as poſſible : but that they alone, 


who had infuſed the notion into his head, of 


getting himſelf elected ſucceſſor to duke Ferdi- 
nand, were guilty; that therefore they ought 
to be diſcovered, and judged according to all 


the rigour of the laws, The debates running 


daily higher, the king, to ſatisfy the importu- ® 
nities with which he was inceſſantly plagued, 


found himſelf under a neceflity of writing to 
the count in pretty harſh-terms, to return with- 


out delay, and deliver in to the diet the act of 


his election, with every thing relating to it. 
Vor. I. G His 
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Jetter of the 11th of October, wrote a ſecond 
che 78th of the ſame month, in ſtronger and 
more preſſing terms than the former: to which 
Count Saxe ſent the E anſwer. 


TIA EDS SISSY 


r 


LES. 


your feet; and with a laſt requeſt, humbly 


I owe all to your majeſty - and my life is 
the leaſt ſacrifice I would devote to your ſer- 
vice: but, Sire, ſentiments of honour are ſtill 
any thing, which may render me unworthy 


diſpoſal: no more can I abandon an honour- 


His majeſty receiving no anſwer to his firſt 


8 . 

I AM colſirained, by a fatal neceflity, 9 
diſobey your majefty* s orders, ſo often re- 

peated, and lately declared to me, by your 

miniſter count Witzdorff, to think no more 

of Courland. I can only throw myſelf at 


beg, that you would be pleaſed, for 2 mo- 
ment, to lay aſide all conſiderations relating 
to the decree of the diet of Grodno, and fix 
your attention on my engagements on the 


ſide of honour and reputation, as Pr 


Concerns. 


more binding on me, never to be guilty of 
of your blood. Lam no more at my own 


able party; nor retra& my engagements, and 
go from my word ;. for that would draw upon 
me reproaches, which no honeſt man can 
think of without trembling. 

I am in poſſeſſion of a diſtinguiſhed poſt i in 
his moſt chriſtian majeſty's armies ; where 
baſe and treacherous actions admit of no mo- 
dification, excuſe, or diſguiſe ; and I ought to 
make it my buſineſs to arrive at higher pre- 
ferment. But though I could overlook all 
theſe eſſential conſiderations, how could 1 


6 avoid 


id 
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avoid the continual reproaches of my Own 
« conſcience, and reſolve to be the — of 


general contempt, while J live? 
* There is nothing more deeply imprints 


in my heart, than an intire reſignation to your 


majeſty's orders ; but reputation can have nb 


regard but for itſelf : I alone muſt anſwer for 


it: and was I capable of deviating in the leaft 
from this principle, I ſhould no longer deſerve 
your notice. It was neither through caprice 
nor levity that J acted, in concurring with 
my election: I was unanimouſly choſen by 
that illuſtrious nation; by that body of no- 
bles, who have ſignalized themſelves, for ſe- 
veral ages, by their attachment to Poland ; 

who have, more than once, contributed to its 
glory and intereſts; who neither aſk,” nor 
aſpire to, any other favour, but that of per- 


ſiſting in the fidelity of their anceſtors; and 


who will never depart from it, unleſs they 
are abſolutely compelled. 

We are condemned, Sire, by the cabal at 
Grodno without a bearing: contrary to the 
ſentiments of ſome among the members of the 
diet: this is the foundation of the juſt appre- 


henſions of the Courlanders; and the cauſe 
of the cruel fituation in which I find myſelf. 


They want to eſtabliſh an inquiſition in Cour- 
land, as they have done in other places. I 


ſhall expect it, with all the diſpoſitions of 2 


mind ſtedfaſt and unſhaken in the meaſures, 
which prudence directs to be taken in ſuch 


melancholy conjunctures: but I ſhould be for 


ever inconſolable, were theſe diſpoſitions to 
draw down Ao me your OA 8 6 
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* Vouchſafe, Sire, to give ſome attention to 
the truths, which I have taken the liberty to 
repreſent; and which ought. to render me 
rather the object of your pity, than of your 
indignation, I am, with the moſt profound 
reſpect, &c. Signed 

Mittaw, MAauURICE DE SAxkE. 


MOR 235 1726. 


Scarce had count Saxe diſpatched hs letter 
for Grodno, when he received the following 
diploma ; which the king of Poland was neceſ. 
. fitated to give againſt him, upon the rexteratel 
ſolicitations of the nuncios. 


ens TUS I. by the grace of God, bin 
of Poland, great duke of Lithuania, &c. For 
as much as we have always regarded the friendſbi 


| and affection 7 our well-beloved burghers, and in- 


. habitants of this kingdom, as the principal and miſt 
cid object of our regency; and that we Have bi- 
- therto endeavoured, and ſtiil do endeavour, to en- 
tend the frontiers of the republic; as well as f 
re-annex What has been Gfmembered. from tt: 


_ wherefore, and to prevent all pretexts which might 


occaſion any diffidence betwixt his majeſty and the 


liberty of the by Wl in conſequence of the Pata 
. conventa, we have freely, and of our own accord, 
engaged our royal word, that we will not permil 
any perſon or perſons to ſeparate the province 

Courland from the body of the republick, to whit) 


it has been ſo long joined; and which, by virtue f 
the Pacta ſubjectionis, or convention of ſubmiſſim, 
ought to come again under the ſubjection of tht 
king, the ſlates of the kingdom, and great dutch 
of Lithuania, after the deceaſe of cred Ferdmand 


- With 


without nale i Que. 
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With this view, and to cut-off all hopes from 
| tbef who may aſpire to the ſucceſſion, we declare, 
that we never will, either ſeparately, or jointly 


with the ſtates," grant the 'inveſtiture to a new. 
duke ; nor give aſſiſtance, directlh or indirectly, to 


any ſuch perſon, whoſoever he may be : on the 
contrary, we exp) eſsly order and command Mau- ' 
vice count Saxe to retire forthwith out of the dutchy * 


Courland, without returning thither, or pre- 


alles to any intereſt therein, on any pretext, pre- | 


dae, or title whatſoever, 

WW: farther declare, that we ſhall oblige the ſaid 
count to deliver up all the inſtruments and acts 
made out in his favour, by an illegal and prohibited 
convention, to the ſtates of this republic actually 
aſſembled'in diet, as void and-null + and the Cours 
landers, who have been the authors of theſe. inſtru" 
ments and acts, ſhall be Juaged before our tribunals. 
19 which ſuch affairs belong. 

. We order and permit, that the us e 


Ae by us, under the ſeal of the crawn and great 
dutchy of Lithuania, ſball be put into the hands of” 


the marſhal of the diet; and inſerted. not only in 


the laws, but likewiſe i in the 772 TG oy every ts 
en, Signed 
|  FEDBRICK-AUGUSTUS. 5: 


A Grodue, 0a. 26, 2726. 1 33 Th 


By two decrees: of the. diet, count b Sade Was 
outlawed for non- appearance, and refuſing to 


give up the act of his election. It was pre- 


tended, that this was a politick ſtroke of the king 
of Poland, in order to eſtabliſh his ſon spreten- 


ſions to Courland: for as he was not a native 


of Poland, the diet had no right to outlaw him; 
and by che doing of it, they in a manner ac- 
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126 Hiſtory of Maurice Count Saxe. 
knowledged him as duke of Courland ; and as 
fuch, ſubject to the conſtitutions of the diet. 

The nuncios, not as yet content, after hay. 

. Ing put the. king's patience to all theſe trials, 


eſtabliſhed a local commiſſion, which was to 


open before the end of the year; in order to 
call the authors of the convocation of the fates 
of Courland, and thoſe who had concurred in 
the election of count-Saxe, to a ſevere account, 
This commiſſion was inſerted in the draught of 
a decree for re-uniting Courland to Poland; 
and approved, in the name of the king, by the 
diet the day before it broke-up. Here . 
the tranſlation. 


Auen TUS II. by the grace of God, ling 


are re-united under one chief, and which have but 
one formof regency, render a community mare happy, 


more power ful, and more eaſy ta be governed, than 


hen they art divided or diſunited, Ne. For 


theſe. reaſons, we re-units and incorporate to the 


kingdom 0 —_— and great dutchy of Lithuania, 


the dutchies of Courland and Semigallia, in the 


territory of Pilies, and all which depends upon 
them, in the ſame manner s they have been hereto- 
ore re-united and incorporated with the other 

Kates of the republick. We receive them as fubjetts 
of the crown, and of the great dutchy of Lithua- 
nia, ; ſo, and in the ſame manner, as they have 
been formerly received, with the rights, priveleges, 
and liberties, which have been granted them ; and 
promiſe to aſiiſt and defend: them, with the armies 
of the republick, againſt all unjuſt poſſeſſian, and 
againſt all inveſion of enemies; 3 * reject. 
| : 7 2 7 


of Poland, grand duke if 8 
Hhereas experience ſhews, that the flates which 
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ing, and aboliſhing for ever, all ſubſtitution or in- | 


veſtiture of a new ſucceſſor, after the death of the- 
preſent duke Ferdinand: at the ſame time breaking: 
and diſannulling all the enterprizes and ſecret de- 


rns, which have been unjuſtly carried-on. againſ® - 


| -cur mandates,. orders, and prohibitions; and-par- 
| ticularly the laſt illegal aſſembly, with all the acts 
made in it, touching a. pretended eventual fucceſ=- 


sn; declaring, by virtue of our favereign- autha- 


rity, and the immediate power of the republick, as: 
a perpetual and irrevacable law, all theſe enter-. 
prizes, practices, and acts to be ulegal, of n9 va- 
lue or force, without a poſſibility of ever reaping: 
any advantage from them. t 2d 
And to the end that the demands and repreſen-- 
tations. of the ſtates of the province of Courland,. 
with reſpect to domeſtic affairs, and the meaſures: 
taken for ſtrengthening the. regency. in the admi- 
niſtration, may be diſpatched and terminated with: 
more expedition, to the advantage of every indivi- 
dual; we name, voith the conſent of all the ſtates 
of the republick, for commiſſaries on the part f 
the ſenate, the biſhop of Ermeland, with the pala- 
tines of Mazovia, Ploſko and Trocko ; not only to 
hear and examine the ſaid demands and repreſenta- 
tions, but ikewiſe to make the neceſſary regulati- 
ons; and in conſequence to adjuſt all differences 
and all pretenſions, domeſtick and foreign, with 
commands to make a report of the whole to the re- 


1  publick, in order to be approued and confirmed in 


= the enſuing diet. 


We give power to the faid commiſſaries to judge 


and puniſh, without delay, all who oppoſe or rebel 
againſt the rights of the republick, the power of the 
commiſſaries, and the preſent decree: commanding, 
with the authority of the preſent diet, the generals 
of the two nations to aſſiſi them with troops, when 
- 4 | they 
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128 Hiſtory of Maurice Count Saxe. 
they ſhall be required ſo to do. And our will is, 
that the ſaid commiſſaries ſhall notify the time of 
the ſaid commiſſion by circular letters, and executa 
it with all poſſible expedition. 
We at the ſame time, ly the andivyity of the 
\ preſent diet, ftriftly charge and command all and 
every of the inhabitants of the dutchy of Courland 
2 of Semigallia in the territories of Pilten, 1 
hold no correſpondence, or intercourſe, or be con- 
concerned in any negociation, with foreign min i/ters: 
to introduce no novelties, nor encourage enterprizes 
prejudicial to the rights of the republick, direct) 
er tudirettly, upon any pretence whatever, under 
pain of high treaſon, and all other puniſhments, 
according to the rigour of the laws : to which ſhall 
be alſo liable all thoſe who ſhall be diſcovered, in 
the ſequel, to have been aiding and alſiſting, con- 
Fermable to the laws eſtabliſhed by the treaty of 
507 oa Signed 
- FREDERICK- AUGUSTUS 
A. Grodve, Nev. 9, 1726. ä 


So far was this affair carried; in which Ruf- 
Gs ſeemed to be the more intereſted, as prince 
Menzikoff had ſtill flattered himſelf of bringing 
ever the regency of Courland to his fide. It is 
true, theſe ſtates always depended on the pro- 
tection of the empreſs, in caſe they were puſhed 
to extremities on the part of Poland : but the 
remedy this way was little better than the diſ- 
eaſe; for they dreaded the deſpotiſm of the 
court of Ruſſia, who, in time, would not have 
been at a loſs for a pretence to govern them as 
it thought proper, by conſidering them on the 
footing of a conquered country: nor would it 
have been the firſt inſtance which had been ſeen, 
that the protectors, and B who come to the 


aſſiſtance 5 


— 
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aſſiſtance of another nation, had made them- 


ſelves maſters of them: ſo. that it was no won- . 


der the Courlanders ſhould. find themſelves at 
that time under great perplexity. Count Saxe 
| himſelf was very much embarraſſed: on one 
| hand, he ſaw the Poles ſo highly irritated, that 
they would not ſo much as deign to liſten to 
his juſtification : on the other, they who had 
choſen him, were threatened with the moſt 
dreadful puniſhments, Theſe mutual intereſts - 
cemented a cloſe union betwixt count Saxe and 
them; and made them join in concerting the 
moſt proper meaſures for their own and the 
country's preſervation. : 
While a' reward was put by the diet upon 
count Saxe's head, and upon thoſe of the depu- 
ties of the ſtates of Courland, who had been in 
vain, at different times, ſummoned to appear 
at it, he ſet out incognito for Dreſden; where, 
being in want. of money, he raiſed what he 
could, and returned to Mittaw, the 25th of 
N ovember, On his arrival, he formed a guard 
of three hundred men, being firmly reſolved 
o defend himſelf to the laſt extremity : and in 
caſe he ſhould be forced to part with his act of . 
election, not to deliver it, at leaſt, but into the 
hands of the ſtates, from whom %s had received. 
it. The regency, apprehenſive that theſe uſeleſs 


preparations would {till more irritate the Poles, . 


made ſome remonſtrances to him: but far from 
conſenting to what they propoſed, he ſpoke to 
them, for the ficſt time, in the language of a 
ſovereign; and began to make uſe of his right, 
by requiring of the nobles the ſuccours, for 
Which he might have occaſion, inviting them 
to join with him, and to take the field, if need 
requite, for the common fafety of the province. 


„ His 
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230 Hiſtory Mauri ice Court Saxe. 
His Poliſh majeſty having fallen ſick at Bi- 
alloftock, count Saxe, baniſhed as he was, 


rentured to go thither in the u end of the 


following year, 


He faw his father ſeveral times privately; . 
and it was in theſe ſecret interviews, that the 


king ſeriouſly ordered him not to puſh affairs 
farther in Courland; and even preſſed him, 


| with a good deal of warmth, to deliver him 


his deploma of election: but the count always 
excuſed himſelf upon various pretences. 

It might very well be, and it is indeed the 
general opinion of thoſe, who were in the ſe- 
Tet, that his Poliſh majeſty had, in the begin- 
ning, a ſort of deſire that his ſon's election 
Mould have ſucceeded : but the Poles had taken 
x contrary part ſo much to heart, that he could 
Have no hopes of bringing them over. They 
were apprehenſive, that if once Courland was 
poſſeſſed by a prince of the houſe of Saxony, 
the crown of Poland would become hereditary 
an it; or that Courland would one day be uni- 
ted to the electorate of Saxony: and the al- 


ternative was equally prejudicial, they thought, 


to them. 
The king of Polapd, who had at that time 


a very powerful motive to keep well with the 


Poles, no leſs than paving the way to his ſon's 
mounting the throne after him, was in good 


earneſt careful to avoid all occaſions, which 
might give them the leaſt umbrage: and it was 


this, which engaged him to take the moſt effec- 


tual and moſt proper ſteps to force count Saxe 
to deſiſt from his pretenſions on Courland; and 
to deliver to the diet all the inſtruments of his 
election. But nothing could prevail with him 


to give them up; ſo that he — for Mit- 
; ta 
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taw ; where he arrived the 4th of February the 
fame year. A little time after the king, teazed 
with the preſſing ſolicitations of the Poliſh mi- 
niſtry, ſent new orders him to retire out of 
Courland, and to join his regiment in France; 


commanding all thoſe of his party to abandon 
him, and to repair to Warſaw to give an ac- 


count of their conduct. The biſhop of Erme- 


land ſent one of his officers to Mittaw, to pre- 
pare every thing for the reception of the com- 


miſſaries, and their retinue, Theſe prepara- 
tions occaſioned feveral conferences between 
the counſellors of the regency and the Ruſſian 


miniſters; in order to concert with them about 


the meafures neceflary to be taken in the preſent 
conjuncture. On the 14th of the fame month 


of February the young count Tolſtoi arrived at 
Mittaw, with a commiffion from the empreſs. 


to uſe all poſſible means to diſſuade the ſtates 
from conſenting to the incorporation of the 
dutchy with Poland; and to engage them, on 


the contrary, to hold out, and fupport their 


rights to the laſt extremity. 

The fates, who had been aſſembled ſince 
the 21ſt of February, reſolved to fend a depu- 
tation to duke Ferdinand at Dantzick, praying 
him to come to Mittaw, and take the reins of 
government into his own hands: but in caſe he 


would not comply with their requeſt, that he 
would confirm the eventual election, they had 


lately made in favour of count Saxe. They 


named, at the fame time, deputies to go and 


confer with the commiſſaries of the republick 
of Poland, upon the ſubject of theſe two points, 
from which they reſolved never to depart ; eſpe- 
cially as they depended upon ſuccours from 
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132 - Hiſtory of Maurice Count Saxe.” 
All theſe ſteps having been to no purpoſe, the 
regency ſent M. Meden to Warſaw, in quality 

of deputy, to prevent the commiſſion intended 
for Courland from taking place; by repreſent- 
ing, according to his inſtructions, that the de- 
cree of the laſt diet of Grodno upon that head, 

ought to be looked-upon as invalid, as being 
made without the concurrence and participation 
of the ſtates. But the ſenate judging this con- 
duct to be rebellious, after having made their 
report to the king, ordered the ſaid M. Meden 
to be put under arreſt, and his papers and in- 

#ructions to be ſeized; 'Fhe motives which 

engaged the ſenate to take this ſtep were, be- 

cauſe in the deputy's inſtructions they found, 

Arſt, That the regency proteſted againſt the 

commiſſion, which was an open rebellion, 

2dly, Becauſe this deputy was only. ſent by a 

part of the nobles met in a private aſſembly, 

diſapproved by duke Ferdinand. gdly, That 
the king, the ſenate, and the miniſtry, might 
be ſKreened from ſuſpicions of connivance and 
adherence. 4thly, Becauſe as the revolt was 
publick, there was a neceſſity of ſhewing a 
publick reſentment z that the neighbouring 
powers might ſee the reſolution of the repub- 
lick to defend that province; in order to con- 
firm the well- affected Courlanders in their fide- 
lity, and to intimidate the reſt, 5thly, That 
all the world might ſee the republick did not 
make laws in vain; and that, being indepen- 
dant, it dreaded no foreign power; and, in 
fine, becauſe by this ſeverity count Saxe might 
be taught to obey the will of the king, and the 
orders of the republick. | 
The ſenate, upon hearing that their deputy 
was arreſted, were under the greateſt conſter- 


nation. 
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nation. Count Saxe, who had emptied-all his 


friends purſes, and whoſe finances were drained, 
ſet out for Leipſick, where he raiſed all the 


money he could; and being informed, that the » 


king of Poland. was at Pilnitz for ſome days, 
he repaired thither ; and having ftaid with his 
majeſty all the time he remained there, went 


afterwards to Mittaw, where he arrived the 


15th of June following; not indeed without 


5 taking all neceſſary precautions during the route: 
for the republick having promiſed a conſiderable 


ſum to any perſon or perſons, who ſhould arreſt - 
him, he was obliged. to. be always upon his 


guard; for if he had fallen into their hands, 


the king himſelf perhaps would not have been 
maſter of his fate. Nevertheleſs, whatever pre- 
cautions he took to diſguiſe himſelf, he was met 
ſeveral times by Poles, who were his friends, 
and feigned not to know him. 

Mean time the king of Poland, who wanted 
to ſee what turn the affairs in Courland would 


take, delayed, as much as poſſible, the giving 


the inveſtiture to duke Ferdinand, who ſoli- 
cited it openly; under pretence that this prince- 
being at variance with the nobles of the coun- 
try, it was not proper to put him in poſſeſſion 


of his dominions, becauſe it would be giving 


him right, without knowing if he had it or 
not; and furniſhing him with the means of re- 


venging himſelf on his adverſaries. His majeſty 
only ſent a reſcript to the ſtates of Courland, 
by which he ordered them to pay the revenues 


due to Ferdinand; and directed advice to be 


given him of it, "that he might demand the 


payment. 
During the ſtay which count Saxe made. at 


crown 


Pilnitz, he had 8 WA the vice-chancellar of the 
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crown of Poland, who was none of his friend, 
though he pretended otherwiſe, a very warm 
conference: he told him, among other things, 
That the conduct of the ſenate, with regard 
to him, had been very harſh, very unjuſt, — 
© not very reſpectful to the king himſelf ;? 
which the vice- chancellor anfwered, That Fr 
he had obeyed at the proper time, by giving 
up to the diet the act of his election, things 
would not have come to ſuch extremities, 
and that the diet might have done fomething 
in his favour; as much out of regard to his 
own perſonal merit, as out of reſpect for his 
© majeſty, to whom he had the honour to be- 
long.“ None muſt expect,“ replied count 
Saxe, © that Iwill ever abandon the Courlan- 
ders, who are ready to facrifice for me their 
< fortunes and their lives. During the ſeſſion 
of the diet of Grodno I made propoſals, which 
© ought not only to have contented the repub- 
© lick, but would have extricated me, with 
6 e out of the labyrinth in which J was 
entangled: but they were diſregarded, and 
the jealouſy of my enemies prevailed over the 
uprightneſs of my intentions, .and the juſtice 
of my cauſe. But it is now no longer in m 
power to go from my word to the Courlan- 
ders, nor to break through my engagements ; 
becauſe, in ſuch a preſſing neceſſity, they 
would not fail to addreſs themſelves to prince 
Menzikoff, and to acknowledge him for duke 
of Courland 5 in my place.“ 

Obedience, 0 the viee- chancellor, i is 
the firſt duty of ſubjects: it is a fundamental 
principle, of which you ought to have been 
an example in all reſpects; by firſt ſubmit- 
ting to what the republick required, and ex- 
« pecting 
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. ing from its coniplaiſance, what you could 
« not think of obtaining by force: for you can- 
< not but know, that it is in a condition to. 
« reſiſt the attempts, both of your excellency, 
and prince Menzikoff; and fully reſolved to 
© loſe none of its rights, even though a war 
© itſelf ſhould be the conſequence.” © The re- 
« publick (interrupted the count) cannot take 
« pofſeffion of Courland without injuſtice, and 
© without abundance of trouble: nevertheleſs, 
« if the commiſſaries will enter into a negocia- 
tion with me upon. this affair, J am ready, 
© both upon account of the profound reſpect I 
« bear to the king, and the regard-I have for 
© the republick, to make my ſubmiſſions to the 
diet, upon condition that, in ratifying my 
election, I ſhall be acknowledged for duke of 
« Courland and Semigallia : but in caſe of re- 
« fuſal, I proteſt to you, that the commiſſion. 
may happen to be fruitleſs, and that the com- 
miſſioners may perhaps have occaſion to wiſh- 
they had not taken ſuch an affair in hand.“ 

A declaration made with ſuch warmth, on 
the-part of count Saxe, far-from intimidating 
the vice-chancellor, only ſerved to irritate him 
more; and he neglected nothing to haſten the 
departure of the commiſlaries. | 

In the mean time count Saxe, plainly per- 
ceiving that he could not remain longer at 
Mittaw ; becauſe if he waited the arrival of the 
commiſſioners, he ran the riſk of being arreſted, 
went to take leave of the dutcheſs of Courland,. + 
and to ſettle his affairs. After this he retired: 
to Coniſderg, there to wait the reſult, as well 
of the commiſſion, as of the negociations which 
he was carrying-on with different courts, and. 
particularly with that of London, upon which he 
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founded great hopes. But having been inform- : 


ed, that. his negociations had miſcarried, he 


thought proper to leave Coniſberg, and go to 
Libau; where his people, who had remained 


at Dantzick, came and joined him, in order to 


eſcort him to the iſland of Uſmaiz, where he 


arrived the 8th of Auguſt in the ſame year 


1727. 
Two days after his arrival, he b to 


raiſe fortifications in that ifland ; where he re- 
ceived a large convoy with ammunition and 

proviſions. Beſides three hundred ſoldiers which 
he had, be forced a hundred peaſants in the 
neighbourhood to come and work upon in- 
trenchments: and on the 18th of the ſame 


month publiſhed a reſcript, by which he in- 
vited the Courlanders to join him in his iſland; 


but they, far from daring to declare openly in 


his favour, would not even permit, that this 
reſcript ſhould be publiſhed in their villages : 

their thoughts were. wholly employed to keep 
fair with the commiſſion, which was upon the 


point of arriving; and to find out means of 
preſerving their country from the troubles | 


wherewith 1t was threatened. 


Count Saxe's 8 reſerip. 


. URIC E count # Bins; is the grace Is Ged, 


duke of Courland and Semigallia, camp- 
marſhal of the armies of his moft chriſtian majeſty,: 
zo our beloved and faithful ſlates and ſuljecis, 
greeting. The foreign troops with which Cour- 
land is now filled, cofitrary to the rights of nations, 


do not permit the leaſt doubt of their bad inten- 
trons: and, as the common ſafety of the country 
aug ht to be the firſt care of a Jevereign > We Bae, 
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it ꝛbas our duty to make uſe of all our ducal au- 
thority, in helping with what forces it has pleaſed 
God to put into our hands, to diſappoint an enemy, 
who comes unjuſtly, and in a hoſtile manner, to 
threaten our lives and fortunes. | Mell perſuaded 
as we are, that though ſovereigns recerve their 
titles from men, yet from God alone flows their 
power after placing in him our whole' confidence, 
and imploring him with our whole heart, to favour 
the juſtice of our cauſe, we hade commanded, 
enjoined, and ordered, and do by theſe preſents, 
fegned with our own hand under the ſeal of our 
chancery, command, enjoin, and order all our ſub- 
jects, in a condition to bear arms, of whatever 
ate, profeſſion, condition and rank they may be, 
to arm forthwith, and join us in the ifland of Uf 
maiz, there to receive our further orders.  We- 
like wiſe invite the nobles, after giving example to 
their vaſſals in arming for the common defence, to 
come and join us, in order ta conſult the moſt ex- 
peditious and proper methods to ſecure ourſelves 
from tbe misfortunes and calamities with "which we 
are threatened : wherefore we command our great 
officers, governors, captains general as well as 
particular, and bailiffs, every one, as becomes him, 
to give an helping hand to the ſpeedy exetution of 
this preſent reſcript ; which ſhall be read, pul- 
liſhed and poſted in all the towns, boroughs, caſtles, 
and villages of our dominions. Given at our camp 
in the iſland of Uſmaiz, the 18th of Auguſt 1727. 
Signed MAURICE DE SAXE. 


Although the empreſs of Ruſſia died the 17th 
of May the fame year 1727, that event made 
no change in the mind of the miniſter, and 
politicks of that court, with reſpect to the af= 
fairs of Courland. It is true, prince Menzi- 
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koff, too much taken up at that time by being, de 


as it were, become regent of the Ruſſian em- ta 
pire, thought no more of having himſelf pro- 1 
claimed ſucceſſor to duke Ferdinand: however b 
the council of the young czar, was too ſenſible, t 
bow much it was the intereſt of Ruſſia to pre- t 


vent Courland from being re- united to Poland, 
not to continue its oppoſition to that deſign: 
for this reaſon general Lacy, who commanded. 
the Ruſſian army near Riga, was ſent to Mit- 
taw, and arrived there the 13th of the ſame 
month of Auguſt, accompanied by general Bi- 
bikoff. Theſe two generals gave notice to the 
principal counſellors of the regency, that they 
had ſome propoſals to make to them on the 
part of the emperor of Ruſſia. The chancellor 
and marſhal of the country having waited on 
them next day, were ſhewed the imperial cre- 
dentials, the ſubſtance whereof was, That 
* the emperor having, on account of its neigh- 
© bourhood, the good of Courland much at 
< heart, was reſolved to ſupport it in its privi- 
leges and prerogatives : but as the republick 
of Poland had conceived a great animoſity 
againſt the Courlanders, by reaſon of the 
election made in favour of count Saxe, and 
had. reſolved to divide their country into pala- 
tinates, for which end they had appointed 
a grand - commiſſion, his imperial: majeſty 
wiſhed, that they would drop that election; 
promiſing not only to oblige count Maurice 
to leave Courland, but likewiſe to prevail 
with Poland, by ſome means or other, to 
think no more of executing the projected in- 
corporation.” Upon this the chancellor and 
marſhal teſtified their acknowledgment for the 
gracious protection offered; and afked time to 
- a deliberate 
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' deliberate upon an affair of ſo great impor- 


tance. They deputed meſſieurs Reck and Ke- 
ſerling to go to count Saxe, who was ſtill in 
his iſland of Uſmaiz, and communicate to him 
the intentions of the emperor of Ruſſia: but 


that prince returned no anſwer. 


The Ruſſian generals, n of the . | 


of count Saxe, marched troops towards the lake 


of Uſmaiz, whither they were to advance in 
order to confer with him; after which they 


were to go and meet the commiſſaries and 


troops of Poland; to whom they were to de- 
clare, that if they perſiſted in the deſign of en- 
tering Courland, with an intention to execute 
the reſolution taken with regard to it in the 


laſt diet of Grodno, namely, to divide that 


dutchy into palatinates, they had poſitive or- 


ders to oppoſe them. 


General Bibikoff deſired an interview with 
count Saxe, which was granted; and the con- 
verſation turning upon the motives of his expe- 
dition, in Which he declared the intentions of 
the court ms Ruſſia, the count anſwered, * That 
he was very unlucky to have incurred che 
< diſpleaſure of the emperor z. and as he found 
«< himſelf too weak to reſiſt his orders, backed 
with his forces, he was ready to renounce 
© the engagements, which he had entered into 
with the Courlanders, upon condition that 
he ſhould be allowed an honourable retreat, 
and ten days time to withdraw his effects, 
baggage, and ammunition.” Bibikoff could 
not take upon him to anfwer poſitively to what 
was aſked ; and therefore told him, he would 
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This delay of ten days was demmanded by 
eount Saxe, not ſo much on account of ſending 
away his people and baggage, as he pretended, 
as to gain time to finiſh the intrenchments and 
works, which were already far advanced: for 
it is certain, that if theſe intrenehments had 
been compleated, according to the plan which 
he had formed, twenty thouſand Ruſſians could 
not eaſily have diſlodged him from that iſland,” 
though he had but three hundred men to de- 
fend it. 

General Lacy penetrated into his deſign; 
and, upon the report of general Bibikoff, con- 
ſidered how he might ſurprize him by ſtratagem. 
To effect this, he cauſed the iſland to be ſur- 
rounded, and ſent a trumpeter, on the 18th of 
Auguſt, to the count, deſiring that he would 
come and ſpeak to him. Count Saxe, always 
difident, refuſed to go, and propoſed that the 
general ſhould come to him, but alone. This 
commander had poſted twelve hundred men 
round the iſland, with orders, upon a certain 
ſignal given, to fall upon the place from whence 
it appeared. Next day he went, by himſelf, 
to meet with count Saxe; who being informed 
of the project he had contrived againſt him, 
ſaid to him thus; If I was not more generous 
« than you, I would this moment poinard you 

with my own hands: he added, that it was 
unworthy of a general, who had four thou- 
ſand men with him, to make uſe of treachery 
< againſt a man, who had no more than three 
hundred: and then left him without farther 
conference. The ſignal not appearing, the 
Ruſſians remained in their poſt, and did not 
leave it till the evening; when general Lacy 
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gave them orders, and ſent word to count Saxe, 
That he allowed him only twenty - four hours 


«to retire; and that, if he failed to make uſe 
of his time, no quarter was to be expected. 


Count Saxe, who foreſaw that he ſhould be 
_ oppreſſed by numbers, his intrenchments not 
being finiſhed, retired the ſame day, which was 
the 19th of Auguſt, to Widau, and left all his 


; baggage. at the mercy. of the Ruſſians ;_ who 


ſeized on it, and took all his people priſoners. 


: They uſed his officers with great civility, par- 


.. ticularly lieutenant-general Belling, count Cron- 
. hielm, a Swede, the chamberlain Daftely, the 
| lieutenants Brink, Schelling, Bruneau, and ſe- 


veral noble Courlanders, who were of his party. 


Mean time the commiſſaries of the king and 


republick of Poland, eſcorted by five hundred 


dragoons, had made, on the 26th of Auguſt, 
their publick entry into Mittaw, where the 
burghers were under arms to receive them. The 
firſt thing they did was, to go to the Romiſh 


church, and. hear maſs celebrated by biſhop Er- 


meland. After this they went to the town- 
| houſe; where, after having read ſeveral royal 
decrees relative to the eſtabliſhment of their 
juriſdiction, the biſhop of Ermeland made a 
diſcourſe on the motives, which had determined 
the king and republick to take this ſtep. Next 
day the crown-general arrived with five hun- 
dred men more, . who took poſſeſſion | of the 


gates of the city, and mounted guard in the 
great market- place. 


General Lacy, after his expedition at the 
illand of Uſmaiz, repaired to Mittaw in the 
month of September, and repreſented to the 


commiſſaries of Poland, That count Saxe 


; * having. been forced by the Ruſſian troops to 


© evacuate 
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c evacuate the iſland of Uſmaiz, and go out of 
< Courland, it appeared needleſs to him, that 
they ſhould continue their commiſſion: bit 
the biſhop of Ermeland anſwered in the name 
of the other commiſſaries,' * That being them- 
© ſelves in a condition to diſlodge the ſaid count, 
they were by no means obliged to the Ruff. 
ans for ſuch a piece of ſervice; on the con- 
1 they looked upon that enterprize in 
a province of the crown of Poland and great 
dutchy of Lithuania, as an infraction of trea- 
ties; in ſo much as the king and the repub- 
lick had conftituted them to examine the af- 
fair of the election; and for that purpoſe they 
were indiſpenſibly obliged to execute their 
orders: that as the crown of Poland did not 
take ſuch ſteps with its troops in the provinces 
of Ruſſia, and meddled ſtill leſs in their at- 
fairs, they flattered themſelves, that the Ruſ- 
ſian generals would ſend orders to the regi- 
ments, which they had. brought into Cour- 
land, to depart out of it directly ; otherwiſe 
they would be obliged to take ſuch meaſures, 
as were moſt proper thereupon.“ To which 
eneral Lacy replied, That the emperor could 
not ſuffer, that count Saxe ſhould, - contrary 
to the treaty of Oliva, cauſe fortreſſes to be 
built in Courland, fortify himſelf in the iſland 
of Uſmaiz, and bring ſhips there, with troops 
and ammunition: the rather, as that the dif- 
ferences betwixt his court, and that of Great 
Britain, upon which the ſaid count depended 
for aſſiſtance, were not as yet adjuſted ; and 
that, in order to avoid a war in the neigh- 
bourhood, the emperor of Ruſſia had thought 
proper to ſtifle hoſtilities in their birth.” This 
general offered nevertheleſs to o the commiſſaries 
to 


* 
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to deliver into their hands count Saxe's effects, 
inventoried, in the iſland of Uſmaiz, with the 
priſoners who had been made on that 2 
But the commiſſaries inſiſted, firſt of all, 
the retreat of the Ruſſian troops, which — 
executed; and the opening of the ſtates of 
Courtand fixed on the 1 5th of the month of 
September FIAT, 

The deputies of the country having. appeared 
the 23d before the commiſlaries, heavy charges 
were brought againſt Van-Brinken, great ftew- 
ard of the houſhold, Keſerling the chancellor, 
and Brakel, marſhal of the country. Among 
other things, they charged them with being the 

authors of the election of count Saxe; in fo 
much, as they had invited that young noble- 
man by letter to come to Courland : they were 
likewiſe accuſed of having again approved, in a 
ſecond aſſembly of the ſtates, the ſaid election, 
although diſannulled by the decree of the diet of 

Grodno, and made void by the king and re- 
publick of Poland. Upon theſe accuſations their 
houſes were inveſted the 25th of the ſame 
month, to prevent their making their eſcapes. 

About that time arrived, under a ſtrong 
Ruſſian eſcort, all count Saxe s equipages, which 
were depoſited-in the caſtle. The officers' and 
ſoldiers, who had ſurrendered themſelves pri- 
ſoners to the Ruſſian troops in the iſland of 
Uſmaiz, accompanied them; and they were 
placed in lodgings, where the burghers brought | 
them proviſions and utenſils. 
Count Saxe, who had gone from Coniſberg 
to Elbourg, on leaving the ifland of Uſmaiz, 
arrived at Dantzick incognito the firſt of Oc- 
tober; where he received from his mother, who 
was at Leipſick, conſiderable remittances; ts 
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he was joined there by a great many Courland 
noblemen, attached to his party. 


Tue commiſſioners continued all their * 
rations; and on the 27th of September, having 
commanded the three criminals to be brought 
before them, the following ſentence was pro- 
nounced againſt them, That though they had 
© been the authors of count Saxe's election, 
© they ſhould nevertheleſs, by ſpecial favour, 


without making a precedent of it, be diſ- 
charged from their accuſations, as repreſenting 
the -nobles, and the ſtates: provided they 
would promiſe upon oath not to entertain, 
for the future, any correſpondence with 
foreign powers, with regard to the election ot 
a duke of Courland; and that on the contrary, 
they would be, and. remain, faithful to the 


king and republick of Poland.” The three 


_ accuſed having not only taken this oath, but 
| likewiſe confirmed its contents by their ſizna- 
. tures, they were ſet at liberty, and the guards 
removed from their houſes. 
On the 29th the ſame commiſſaries ordered 
to be carried to the Poliſh camp, the priſoner: 
and equipages of count Saxe; Which had been 
delivered to them by the Ruſſian generals, His 
| horſes were diſtributed among the officers of the 
republick who had none. 


The ſtates of Courland having delivered to 
the commiſſioners, the conditions upon which 


they _ conſented to the incorporation of the 


dutchy with Poland; the Ruſſian generals pro- 


- teſted a-new againſt the decrecs pronounced by 


the royal commiſhon, againſt the reverſalia 


5 given by the ſtates of Courland, and againſt 


every thing which may be done in the ſequel, to 
the pre) Jugice of Ruſſia ; to which the commiſ- 
| ſaries 


ſa 


Hiſtory of Maurice Count Saxe. 145 
ſaries anſwered, That the republick perſiſted 
in the reſolution to maintain its rights; and 
that it would never ſubmit to have laws im- 
© poſed upon it by any foreign power.” 

Some days after general Lacy offered to de- 
liver to the commiſſaries a paper-caſe of count 
| Saxe's, which had been found among his bag- 
gage, upon condition that he ſhould be preſent 
af the opening, and the examination of the pa- 
pers which it contained; in order to diſcover 
the true authors of his election, his foreign cor- 
reſpondence, and the powers who had ſuppor- 
ted and protected him. The commiſſaries an- 
ſwered, That the king of Poland was the only 
perſon to whom the box ought to be delive- 
red.“ General Lacy ſaid, That this effect, 
being a lawful prize, it ought to belong to the 

© emperor his maſter ; and if he had delivered 
the other things, it was out of pure complai- 

« ſance,* He then put three different ſeals upon 
the ſaid box, and ſent it off directly to Peterſ- 
bourg. They expected to have found in it his 
| diploma: but one Beauvais, his valet de cham- 
| bre, whoſe attachment to his maſter was well 
1 known to the day of his death, had found 
means to ſave it, when he left the iſland of Uſ- 

maiz: he had put it betwixt his body and his 

ſhirt, for fear of being ſtopped and ſearched; 
and the original of this diploma ſtill ſubſiſts, 
ſuch as II have given it. before tranſlated. In 
whatever need of money count Saxe may have 
ſometimes found himſelf, he would never con- 
ſent to deliver it, though ſeveral conjunctures 
have happened, in which he was offered very 
conſiderable ſums: but he was ftill poſitive to 
preſerve a title, the acquiſition whereof had coſt 
him fo dear, and to which he thought his pre- 
OY H tenſions 
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_ tenſions ſtill good. They found in the count's 


paper- box, which was afterwards opened at St. 
Peterſbourg, writings of the laſt importance, and 
particularly letters, which diſcretion would have 


condemned to the flames; and this was what 
he moſt regretted, as Jong as he lived: for not 
having time to cauſe them to be burnt in his 
own preſence, before he left the iſland, he 
committed the care of it to his valet de chains 
bre, who had only time to take out his di- 
ploma, and to make the beſt of his way: 

In the beginning of November the noble 
renewed their ſolicitations to prevent the dutchy 
of Courland from being, ſome time or other, 


© divided into palatinates; wiſhing, rather than 
ſo diſagreeable an event ſhould happen, that his 


Poliſh majeſty would, for the future, take the 
title of duke 05 Courland and Semigallia, and 


engage himſelf to protect thele ſtates, by pre- 


ſerving them in the enjoyment of their liber- 
ties. But count Beſtuchef, who arrived from 
St. Peterſbourg at Mittaw, the 22d of Decem- 
ber following, with new inſtructions from his 
court, declared to the commiſſaries of Poland, 
on the part of the emperor his maſter, That 


his imperial majeſty would never ſuffer that 


a 


Courland, after the death of duke Ferdinand, 


vided into palatinates; but would, on the 
contrary, ſupport the Courlanders, in con- 
junction with the emperor of the Romans, 


and the king of Pruflia, i in the right of chuſing 
a duke.” 


This new declaration, however threatening 
it was, did not hinder the commiſlaries from 


HH. A a N N 


purſuing the object of their miſſion: and though 


_ had, Ip their decree of the 27th of Sep- 
tember , 


- ſhould he incorporated with Poland, nor di- 
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Grodno. 
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tember, proviſionally acquitted the chancellor 


Keſerling, they re- commenced his proſecution; 


and after having examined him a- new, they 
declared him guilty of high treaſon, the 8th of 
December following, diſpoſſeſſed him of his 
employment, and condemned him to three 
years impriſonment. They alſo created four 


new great officers, who ſigned the new plan of 


regency, which they had drawn up, as follows. 

1 Ari 

THE dutchies of Courland and Semigallia 
ſhall be ſubject to the government and ju- 


riſdiction of the crown of Poland, in caſe duke 


Ferdinand ſhal) happen to die without heirs 
male, 5 1 _ 


The pretended election of count Saxe ſhall 
be aboliſhed, and all other pretenſions whatever 
to that ſucceſſion declared null; and the whole, 
in conſequence of the decrees of the laſt diet of 


III. „ | 
The privileges, liberties, and prerogatives, 
granted heretofore to this dutchy by Sigiſmond, 
of glorious memory, ſhall be maintained in 
their full extent and force, as well in eccleſia- 
ſtical as political affairs pes 
= IV. Rs 
The Roman catholicks, as well as prote- 
ſtants, ſhall be tolerated, and promoted to em- 
ployments and dignities. . 

| 7 V. 

The dutchies of Courland and Semigallia 
ſhall be conſidered, immediately after the death 
of duke Ferdinand without heirs male, as 
dutchies incorporated with the crown of Po- 

" >WM-2 land ; 
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Und; preſerving and retaining, nevertheleſs 
their natural rights, which * enjoyed here- 
tofore. * 


No nokls, nor other ſubject, can be Arie 
of their eſtates without legal procedure; and all 
complaints and diſputes ſhall be carried before 
the tribunal of his Poliſh majeſty, there to he 
| Judged without , prejudice to the rights of the 
dutchy. 1 

VII. 
The nobles and the ſubjects ſhall be obliged, 
in time of war, to furniſh the firſt year thirty 
thouſand crowns, and twenty thouſand crowns 
every year after. 5 
THE -- - 

The free exerciſe of the rights called regalia, 
af which the preſent duke is in poſſeſſion ; ; and 
among others, that of coining money is granted 
to the regency of the 8 dutchies. 

In caſe the regency ſhall have occaſion for 
_ military aſſiſtance for collecting the revenues, 
* they ſhall have, at their diſpoſal, twelve horſe- 


men and thirty foot, who - be 0 out of 
the duke's revenues. 1 


The eſtates and poſſeſſions of the duke ſhall 
never be altered; ſo that what is ſecular in the 
time of the inveſt ture, can never become ec- 
cleſiaſtical. 

"MS. 


The nobles ſhall ſtill remain in poſſeſſion of 
the, cuſtom-houſe and paſſage duties; but it 
ſhall not be lawful for them to eſtabliſh new 


ones within the Juriſdiction of . poſſeſ- 
ſions. xl. | 


Hiſtory of Maurice Count Saxe. 149 
. #4 - Sn 9 853 
The dutchies of Courland and Semigallia 
cannot be ſeparated from the crown of Poland 
and great dutchy of Lithuania, nor yielded to 
any other power; but ſhall be always conſidered 


le- 


ed as an inſeparable member of the body politick 
all of the republick, and its immediate ſubjects; 
Te and no attempt ſhall- ever. be made to change 
be any diſpoſition of the' preſent conſtitution, with- 
he out the conſent of the magiſtracy and nobles. 
Done at Mittaw, December 8, 1727. 
d, After this work was over, the commiſſaries 
ty returned home, in a belief that they had ſuc- 
ns ceeded by reſtoring tranquillity in a country, 
which nevertheleſs meditated an inſurrection : 
for ſcarce were they gone, when the nobles. 
a, deputed three of their number to go and make 
1d remonſtrances at Warſaw ; and three others to 
d St. Peterſbourg, to ſolicit ſuccours, if neceſſary. 


So ſoon as count Saxe was informed of the act 
above-mentioned, he did not fail to proteſt 
againſt it; and duke Ferdinand, on his fide, 
made likewiſe proteſtations. | 
Count Saxe having repaired to Dreſden in 
the beginning of the year 1728, ordered new 
liveries to be made on his arrival ; and took the 
occaſion of the king of Pruſſia's coming thither, 
to make his peace with the king of Poland: for 
his Pruffian majeſty having arrived at Dreſden, 
the 14th of January 1728, with the prince 
royal, count Saxe was conſtantly at court; and 
after remaining fix weeks in that capital, and 


f at Quedlinbourg, returned to review his regi- 
t ment in France; aſter which he ſet out for Dant- 
2zick, where he arrived the 20th of April follow- 


ing. The dutcheſs dowager of Courland being 
| . | H 3 | there 
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there at that time, he went to make her a viſit, 

but was not received as uſual: that princeſs bad 
no longer any thoughts of him ; and all his fine 
words had no influence: ſhe even declared, 

with a view to engage him to think no more of 
her, that a treaty of marriage was then in agi- 
tation betwixt prince Heſſe-Hombourg and her, 
which was matter of fact. | 
The dutcheſs of Courland had been really 
attached to count Saxe; and her hand was the 
leaſt of the advantages which ſhe wiſhed to have 
procured him : but during bis ſtay at Mittaw, 
ſhe had diſcovered ſo many intrigues of gallan- 
try, that ſhe could not pardon him, becauſe 
. ſhe had too ſincerely loved him: every day 


gave occaſion to new reproaches, without 


amendment on his part. Friendſhip, at firſt, 
gave riſe to theſe reproaches, jealouſy ſoon after 
increaſed them; and at laſt the ſmall hopes of 
fixing his inconſtancy, made her in good earneſt 
reſolve to take the part of indifference; a part in 
reality not at all agreeable to her, but which the 
conduct of the count made neceſſary, It is certain, 
that this princeſs had all the reaſon in the world 
to be diſpleaſed with him: inſenſible of the at- 
tent ion, which ſhe daily ſhewed towards him, 
he ſeemed to avoid the occaſions of ſeeing or 
making his court to her. She had about her 2 
relation of count Beſtuchef's, who in the be- 

ginning attracted all the count's tender wiſhes: 
and there were three others afterwards, who 
alternately reigned miſtreſſeſs of his heart. A 
laſt adventure, which happened to him becom- 
ing publick, had contributed to the diſcovery 
of the reſt. I have already ſaid, that he was 
lodged at Mittaw in the palace of the dutchek 
of Courland: the ladies who attended on her, 
were 
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were lodged in apartments joining to that of 
their miſtreſs; and his were ſeparated from 
that of the princeſs, by a great and ſpacious 
caurt. Count Saxe loved one of thoſe” ladies 
paſſionately, and was beloved by her; but there 
was no poſſibility of introducing himſelf into 
her chamber, becauſe of the neighbourhood of 
the reſt, In order to remedy this inconve- 
nience, they had agreed that every evening, as 
ſoon as all was huſh, and every body retired, 
he ſhould go and receive her from her window, 
and conduct her to his-apartment, and lead her 
back again every morning before day. This 
ſucceeded very well for ſome time; but at 
length one day, one unhappy day, as he was car- 
rying her the way he had brought her, upon his 
ſhoulders, to prevent her catching cold by going 
on foot, the ground being covered with inow, 
an old woman, with a lighted lanthorn, met 
them full-butt, and was ſo frightened, that ſhe 
cried out as loud as ſhe could bawl. The count, 
likewiſe ſurprized, made a motion to put-out 
her light, and to break the lanthorn with one 
of his feet, but the other ſlipping at the ſame 
time, he. fel] in the ſnow with his. load upon 
the old woman, who redoubled her cries. A 
centinel coming to ſee what was the matter, the 
actors were known, and the ſcene - publiſhed 

next day all over the town. The princeſs was 
no fooner awake, than the adventure was told 
her, with deſign to make her laugh: but ſhe 
was ſo vexed at it, that with what ſhe knew 
before, and what was now told her, nothing 
more was neceſſary to make her: paſs from in- 
difference to contempt: there is but a ſtep 
from the one to the other; and ſhe made it 
83 41 — MS without 
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without any great trouble: however ſhe diſfem- 
bled to the laſt moment. 

The miniſter who had done ſo many bad 
offices to count Saxe and to his mother, ha 
pening to die at Vienna, the goth of April of 
the ſame year-1728, after four days illneſs, the 

news of his death came to Dreſden the 2d of 
May. Count Saxe had been ſo often the victim 
of the hatred and reſentment of this miniſter, 
that inſtead of being grieved at this event, he 
conceived very fayourable hopes upon it ; and 
therefore ſet out for Mauritzbourg, where the 
king of Poland was at that time. One day, 


when his majeſty was communicating to thoſe 


who were at his levee, the diſpatches which he 
had juſt received frem Vienna; it was therein 
mentioned, among other things, that the coffin 
of this miniſter having been made a foot too 
ſhort, through a miſtake of the plumber, who 
took his meaſure, the widow, out of frugality, 
or rather avarice, had ordered his legs to be 
broken, rather than be at the expence of an- 
other; upon which count Saxe made this re- 
mark, That this woman had done to her 
huſband, when dead, the juſtice which his 
majeſty ſhould have done, when living.” 
Count, (replied the king) one ought never 
to revenge himſelf -on the memory of his 
enemy.” 

In the journey which the king of Pruffia had 
made to Dreſden in January laſt, that monarch 
had invited the king of Poland to come and ſee 
him in the month of May; to which he con- 
ſented. He arrived at Potſdam, with the prince 
royal and electoral, on the 25th; and on the 
fame day count Saxe repaired thither from 
Dantzick, 
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Dantzick, whither he went to fetch his equi- 
page. They all ſaid there till the 14th of 2 
following, when they departed ; after aſſiſting 
at entertainments as worthy of the grandeur of 
the monarch, who gave them, as of the maje- 
ſty of him for whom they were ordained. 
Scarce was the court returned to Dreſden, 
when a new marriage was propoſed for count 
Saxe. The miniſter, of whom we have been 
ſpeaking, had left immenſe riches : his widow 
was {till young and lovely; ſhe had never been 
concerned in the injuſtices of the defunct. The 
implacable hatred which count Saxe had juſtly 
{worn againſt the huſband, had made him re- 
gardleſs of his wife's beauty: in fine, that enemy 
was dead, and had left a very briſk widow, who 
enjoyed a fortune capable of ſetting his affairs 
to rights, She was ſprung beſides from one of 
| the beſt families in Poland; and pleaſed him in 
all reſpects ſo much, that he imagined he could 
never revenge himſelf better on the huſband, 
than by marrying his widow. The defunct's 
wealth offered enough to indemnify him for all 
the wrongs he had ſuffered from that enemy 3. 
and he already looked upon this affair, as a 
reſtitution which was due to him. The e. 5 
was propoſed and accepted: but he manag 
this affair no better, than he had done that 
with the dutcheſs of Courland; and the ſame 
reaſons, which ruined the firſt, were the cauſe 
of his loſing the ſecond; ſo that all was broken- 
off in a ſhort time. | hg 
Madam Koniſmarc, who enjoyed but a bad 
Rate of health for ſome years paſt, died much 
about that time. Count Saxe teſtified, upon this 
occaſion, how ſenſible he was of the loſs, which 
H 5 = a 
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in reality was an irreparable one to him : for, 
beſides that he had always found in this tender 
mother all the aſſiſtance, which ſhe was able to 


give him, he loſt in her a moſt powerful pro- 
tection with the king, who had {til} preſerved 


for her all imaginable confidence and regard. 


The grief with which that monarch was pierced 


on this occaſion, ſhewed he loved her: and the 


affliction of the whole court ſounded her praiſe 


in a manner, which proved it was unfeigned. I 
ſhall only add, that her memory is ſtill in fo great 
veneration in the country, that all who ſpeak of 


her, do it with the greateſt reſpect. She was 


only forty-eight when ſhe died. Nothing is a 


more convincing proof of her genius and talents, 


than the choice which the king of Poland made 
of her, when preſſed on all ſides by the king of 
Sweden, who was ready to fall upon his domi- 
nions, in 1702: he honoured: her with the title 
of ambaſſadreſs extraordinary and plenipoten- 
tiary to that monarch; an honour, of which 


hiſtory furniſhes us with no example, except 


that of marſhal Guebriant's lady, who in 1646 


was cloathed with the ſame titles by queen 


Anne of Auſtria, regent of the kingdom, du- 
ring the minority of Louis XIV. That lady 
was employed to conduct to Warſaw, and to 
deliver to Uladiſlas Sigiſmond, king of Poland, 
princeſs Mary-Louifa, of Gonzagues-Cleves, 
whom that monarch had eſpouſed by proxy. 


This lady's commiſſion- was not at an end, 
when the princeſs was delivered to the king her 


huſband: for ſhe was beſides charged with par- 


ticular negociations in Poland, and at ſeveral 
courts of Germany; in which ſhe acquitted 


herſelf with honour, Madam Koniſmarc was 
| | then 
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then made choice of by king Auguſtus, to go 


and negociate his affairs with Charles XII. But 


that monarch, who dreaded the preſence of this 
illuſtrious ambaffadreſs, as much as her elo- 
quence, refuſed to give her audience; ſaluted 


her very graciouſly, and then turned his face 


from her, She complained of it in an epigram, 
which ſhe' made upon that occafion': ſhe ſaid, 
among other pretty things, wittily expreſſed, 
that ſhe was very unfortunate, to be the only 

perſon in the world, upon whom that great 
pfince had ever turned his back. She took a 
pleaſure in making French verſes; and ſhe made 


this epigram in honour of the king of Sweden; 


which fhe preſented to him, when that monarch 
had the temerity to vifit king Auguſtus at. 
Dreſden, after he had dethroned him. i 


E PIG RAM M E. 
4 La table des dieux 1 louoit fort 


Le jeune monarque du nord: | 

Et parlant des heros qui regnent ſur la terre. 
Mars furtout vantoit les lauriers © 

Dil a remportts d la guerre. 

Mais Fupiter fut des premiers 
A faire remarquer ſa bonte, ſa clemence,. 

Sa piete, ſa temperance, 

Si rare parmi les gtierriers. * 

Minerve applaudiſſeit ſans ceſſe 

Et ſa prudence & ſa ſageſſe. 
Ce rei- ld, dit Momus, me ſera pas un ſot. 
Enfin chacun des dieux diſcourant ſur ſa ghireg. 
Le plagoit par avance au temple de memoire; 
Mais Venus & Bacchus nen dirant pas un mot. 
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Thus paraphraſed. . wg 


THE gods aſſembled on a certain day, 


To feaſt, and talk the tedious hours away; 
Above all earthly monarchs, for his worth, 
Hermes extolPd the hero of the north. 

Mars told the gods what battles he had gain'd: 
How, from his youth, to war he had been train'd, 
But Jove pronounc'd him a ſuperior claim, . 
More for his virtues than his martial fame. 
The waggiſh Momus cry'd, that well he wot, 


The man who got him, had not got a fot: 


In fine, the gods all well-diſpos'd appear'd, 
To have his ſtatue in Fame's temple rear'd ; 
Excepting Venus, and the god of wine, 


Who would not in the heav'nly ſuffrage join. 


After the death of madam Koniſmarc, count 


Saxe got moveables to ſuch a value, as ena - 


bled him to diſcharge all his debts and incum- 


brances; ſo that after he had ſettled his affairs 


in Saxony, he ſet out for Paris; where he ar- 
Tived in the beginning of the year 1729. 


ES 
% 


o 


BOOK 


Hiſtory of Maurice Count Saxe, 57. 


% 


e 


ce 


B O R IV, 


ceſs of count Saxe's election to the fo- _ 


N OTWITHSTANDIN G the bad ſuc- 


vereignty of Courland and Semigallia ; 
yet he did not loſe courage: but, after he had. 


ordered matters relating to his family at Paris,. 


he left it in April 1729, to go to different Ger- 
man courts; and arrived at Dantzick in the 


month of June. Here he found a great many 


Courland noblemen, with whom he had ſeveral 


conferences upon the affairs of the country; 
after which he ordered his domeſticks and equi- 


pages to ſet out for Berlin. 
The young czar having died of the ſmall-pox 
in the month of January 1730, he conceived; 


from that event, the moſt favourable hopes with 


regard to his Courland pretenſions; more eſpe- 
cially when he was informed, that the ſenate 
and great men of the empire had proclaimed the 


dutcheſs dowager of Courland empreſs, and ſo- 


vereign of all the Ruſſias. That princeſs was 


at Mittaw, when this happened. Prince Dol- 
goruki, accompanied by three other Ruſſian 
lords, and a lieutenant of the guards, were de- 
puted to notify this news to her; which ſhe 


receiyed with all the tranquillity imaginable, 
and ſet out the 7th of February for Ruſſia. 


The king of Pruſſia, informed of the rejoi- 
cings and. ;cntertainuments which were giving at 


Dreſden, 
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Dreſden, on account of the counteſs of Coſels 
marriage, arrived there incognito the 18th of 
February; and after diſguiſing himſelf under a 
domino, went to the hall where the marri 
was celebrating, in preſence of his Poliſh ma- 
jeſty and the whole court. The king of Pruſſia 
made the tour of the two tables, and ſtopped 
behind the king of Poland's chair: a little time 
after perceiving, that every body appeared to 
be uneaſy, and fearing that he might be ſuſpee- 
ted, if he delayed making himſelf known, he 
took-off his maſk, and difcovered himſelf to the 
king, who immediately knowing him, got up 
from table, as all the company likewiſe did. 
The two monarchs embraced, and gave mutu- 
ally marks of the moſt lively and tender friend- 
ſhip. The king of Poland having thanked his 
brother of Pruſſia for taking the trouble of 
coming to ſee him, the latter anſwered, © That 
© the deſire of ſeeing him, was ſo great, and 
© had ſo long. tormented him, that he would 
© have come to Dreſden, had he even been 
© obliged to perform the journey on foot.” 
This monarch placed himſelf at table by the 
bride, and affifted at all the entertainments 
given upon this occaſion, till the 25th of the 
lame month, when he returned for Potſdam, 
During the king of Pruſſia's ſtay at Dreſden, 
the king of Poland propoſed to him to honour 
with his preſence a camp, which he intended 
to form at Muhlberg, in the month of June 
following. His Pruſſian majeſty accepted the 
invitation; and the king of Poland, in order 
to render it the more magnificent, was at the 
trouble himſelf of drawing out the plan, and 
giving diſtinct directions for its execution in 
every int: he ſent timely notice of it to count 
Saxe, 
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Saxe, with orders to be preſent. His quarters 


were placed near thoſe of the king: of Pruflia, on 
the ſide of Radewitz; and the quarters of the 
other princes and lords were likewiſe appointed 
on the 12th of May, when the king ordered an 


equipage for count Saxe as n as aha 


of the prince electoral. 

The camp of Mublberg was the molt mag- 
nificent, the moſt brilliant, and the moſt nu- 
merous, that ever was ſeen. The horſe and 


harneſs. of every ſub-lieutenant of cavalry was 


eſtimated at a thoufand crowns. In the king's. 


quarters there were three tables as twenty-four 


covers, each ſerved. in gold plate, and two 
others of three hundred covers, in ſilver plate. 
The tents alone of his majeſty's quarters were 
valued at ten millions: of livres. There was an 
infinite number of led horſes; and beſides the 


troops which compoſed the camp, they reckoned 


three hundred thouſand: mouths. 


The king of Poland, accompanied by the 
prince electoral and count Saxe, went to the 


camp to ſee the troops arrive; and on the 28th 
of May he made them be drawn up in battle 
array, to ſhew them to the marquis Monti, at 
that time ambaſſador from France, who was 
obliged to return to Paris before the camp was 
fully formed, On the 3ſt the king of Pruſſia 
arrived. at the camp with a retinue of princes 
and general officers, as numerous as that of the 
King of Poland. 

Gn the firſt day of W che two 1 made 


a general review of the' camp, which continued 


twenty-ſix days: during that interval many di- 


verſions were introduced to diverſify the mili- 


tary exerciſes, which were performed to the 


r ee ſatisfaction of the two kings, and all 
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160 Hiſtory of Maurice Count Saxe. 
who were preſent. Count Saxe above all diſ- 
tinguiſhed himſelf by the dexterity and quick- 


neſs of his evolutions; for which he received 


the compliments of their majeſties and their 


royal highneſſes. The diverſions and the camp 


concluded with a great hunting- match, in which 
they killed eleven hundred ſtags, hinds, wild- 
goats and wild-boars. 

When count Saxe had conducted the king of 


Poland to Dreſden, he returned to Paris, where 


he applied to improve himſelf in the mathema- 
ticks; and this led him into a taſte for mecha- 


nicks. He invented a machine with which he 


pretended to make the boats and lighters aſcend 


the river from Rouen to Paris, without the 


help of horſes to draw them, as uſual. He 


went to Rouen to make a trial of his machine, 


which was fitted up tn his preſence: but hav- 


ing found by experience that it could not an- 
{wer the end, he abandoned any farther purſuit 


of the deſign, when he had expended, in con- 
junction with M. Bonier, who was his partner 


in that undertaking, very conſiderable ſums. 


To him likewiſe in part, is owing the perfec- 
tion of the engine, which is ſeen at preſent 


under the new bridge at Paris; and ſerves to 
hawl up the boats from the royal bridge, as far 
as the baſon, without the aſſiſtance of horſes, 
which were uſed before, vey. much to the de- 
triment of the publick. 


The Courlanders, ſtill diſturbed by the Poles; ; 
threatened by the Ruſſians, from whom they 
had been able to obtain nothing; tormented 
by foreign troops, who ravaged their country; 
and, in fine, perceiving themſelves altogether 


incapable of ſupporting the election they bad 


made in farour of count Saxe, aſſembled one 


day, 
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day, and having, in a manner, exhauſted their 
ſpirits about the means of reſtoring tranquillity 
among them, could find none more likely than 
this. FE 
Their troubles flowed ſolely from the condi- 
tion, which duke Ferdinand, their ſovereign, 
was in. This laſt prince of the ancient and 
illuſtrious houſe of the Ketlers, was very old, 
and in an uncertain ſtate of health. Had he been 
married, and bleſt with male- children, there 
would have been no more ſtruggle about the 
perſon who was to ſucceed him: the repub- 
lick of Poland would never have thought of in- 
corporating his dominions; nor Ruſſia of giving 
him a ſucceſſor. They therefore imagined, 
that if they could determine this prince to 


| marry, perhaps he might till be able himſelf 


to leave a ſucceſſor, who would make all the 
competitors friends : but they knew his way 
of thinking about marriage ; and that whatever 
matches had been already propoſed to him, he 
never would conſent to any. Nevertheleſs, as 
this was their laſt reſource, they reſolved to 
make one trial more. To this end they deputed 
four of their number to go to Dantzick, and to 
requeſt him, in the name of the whole nation 
to conſider of the affair. They ſeaſoned their 
demand with ſo many moving repreſentations, 
that he was at laſt prevailed on; and notwith- 
ſtanding the natural averſion, which he always 
had to matrimony, he married, that ſame year 
1730, the princeſs Jean-Magdelan of Saxe- 
Weiſſenfels, at that time about twenty-four 
yer add... oh 9 . ares 

This event, by ſuſpending the pretenſions of 
the competitors to the ſovereignty of his domi- 
nions, gave: ſome reſpite, to the CN 


162 Hi 5550 of Maurice Count Saxe. 


who put up prayers, . that their young dutcheſ; 
might become pregnant. Count Saxe however 
did not loſe courage, but renewed the leaſe of 
the houſe which he had at Dantzick, the 25th 
of March 1731. 
It was then he repented his not having made 
a better uſe of the favourable diſpoſitions, which 
the dutcheſs of Courland, now empreſs of Ruſha, 
had formerly expreſſed. He tried all means to 
be reſtored to her good graces, but never could 
ſucceed : for a chamberlain, one of her favou- 
rites, and a friend of count Saxe's, having at- 
tempted, one day, to drop _ words 1n his 
favour, ſhe diſmiſſed him her ſervice, and never 
would pardon him for ſpeaking in behalf of a 
man, about whom fhe had ſo plainly declared 
her mind. The diſgrace of this favourite raiſed 


count Biron to the fortune, which he afterwards 


acquired in the ſervice of this princeſs; who 
made him chamberlain, captain of the guards, 
and duke of Courland, notwithſtanding all the 
Proteſtations of count Saxe againſt it. | 
© Perceiving that he could not ſucceed on the 
fide of the czarina, about whom he had a 
formidable enemy in the perſon of count Biron, 
he left Dreſden about the end of April 1731, 
and arrived in France; where he reviewed hö 
_ regiment, which he new-cleathed the fame 
year. After this he reſumed his uſual occupa- 


tions, which he continued till the month of 
July the year following; when he returned to 


Warſaw, where the king of Poland then was; 
and in whoſe neighbourhood he had formed a 


camp to pleaſe the Poliſh nobility, who had 


not ſeen that of Muhlberg. This camp began 
the firft of Auguſt, and continued to the 20th. 


It was in ſmall, what the camp of Muhlberg 
was 
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was in great. However the king ſpared no 
expence about it; but ſo long as it lad, diſ- 
played all that magnificence which was ſo natu- 
ral-to him. Count Saxe had no poſt in this 
camp, there being none but Poliſh troops em- 
ployed. He departed for Paris in the month of 
September following; and the king of Poland 
being returned to his electorate, he went to 
Dreſden about the end of the year, accompa- 
nied by the chevalier Folard, a French engi- 
neer, famous for his commentary on Polybius, 
from whom he daily took leſſons. The buſineſs 
then in agitation was, an extraordinary diet in 
Poland, wherein the affair of Courland was 
again to be brought upon the carpet; of which 
the Poles bad not loft fight, perſiſting ſtill in 
having that dutchy re-united to the crown of 
Poland. In the mean time count Saxe's pro- 
ſcription had been reverſed, and he appeared to 
haye no part in the refiſdtance; which the Cour- 
landers ſtill made to the deſigns of Poland: 
although he was always the ſecret fomenter of 
them, by the correſpondence which he kept 
with ſeveral of the counſellors at Mittaw, who 
vere attached to him. | 

Count Saxe upon his return to Padio,: in the 
firſt days of the new year 1733, went to pay 
his court at Verſailles, and afterwards ſet out 
for Dreſden, where he arrived the 12th of the 
ſame month, believing that he ſhould ſtill find 
the king his father there: but that monarch 
being gone the 1oth for Warſaw, he was pre- 
paring; to follow him; when one of the king's 
pages, named Marfhal; arrived at Dreſden 
with the melancholy news of that monarch's 
death. Before his departure from Dreſden 
ſeveral — * alarmed, made humble 

| remonſtrances 
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remonſtrances againſt his majeſty's undertaking 


ſo long a journey in the ſevereſt ſeaſon of the 


year, and in the preſent bad ſtate of his health: 
he anſwered, © That he was not ignorant of 
© the danger, but that he owed more to hi; 
© people than to himſelf,” When that prince 
was ſome leagues from Warſaw, he aſked, if 
he was ſtill far from it; and as he was told that 
he would be there in two hours: © I am very 
„glad, freplied he) for J feel myſelf very much 
_ © fatigued.* It was propoſed, that he ſhould 
ſtop, but he would not. When he arrived, the 
Heydukes being come to take him out of his 
coach, and carry him to his palace, he intang- 
led his right foot in his cloak, and bruiſed his 


left ſo ſeverely, that the blood ſprung out; he 


gave a great cry, and the exceſs of pain which 
he felt, threw him into a fainting fit. The 
Heydukes carried him, in this condition, to 


the palace; and by the application of ſeveral 


things, he recovered out of his ſwoon. He 
was blooded, and took medicines for ſeveral 
days, to remove a head-ach which he com- 
plained of much, and hindered him from being 


preſent at the opening of the diet, appointed 


for the 26th. On the 29th he was attacked 
with a violent megrim, and his foot pained him 
more than uſual: towards the evening he grew 
feveriſh: on the 3oth his illneſs increaſed ; and 


on the 31ſt a mortification plainly appeared in 


his foot, Perceiving then, that the evil was 
without remedy, he employed the ſhort time 
he had remaining in ſettling ſome affairs of his 


electorſhip: in fine, the firſt of February, at 


two in the morning, the ſacraments were admi- 
niſtred to him ; which having received with all 
poſſible reſignation, and preſence of mind, he 

5 expired 
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expired between four and five; with that 
firmneſs and reſolution, of which he had given 
proofs on ſo many occaſions, aged fixty-three. 
This melancholy news occaſioned the greater 
conſternation at the court of . Dreſden, as they 
had not ſo much as heard of his majeſty's being 
indiſpoſed. Count Saxe was extremely affected 
with this event: he loſt a father, who had 
always tenderly loved him; a prince who had 
never diſcontinued to intereſt himſelf in his fate, 
from the time that he was ſenſible of his merit: 
a benefactor, in ſhort, who took a pleaſure in 
giving him daily marks of his beneficence. He 
ſhut himſelf up for ſome days without ſeeing 
any company, that he might the more freely 
indulge his juſt grief; and, after paying to na- 
ture the tribute due in ſuch a caſe, he appeared 
at court to pay his reſpects to the prince royal, 
who augmented his penſion, as he did that of 
count Rutowſki, and of the chevalier de Saxe; 
an admirable inſtance of the natural generoſity 
of this prince, who having it now in his power 
to ſuppreſs a great number of ſuch penſions 
with which the revenue was burdened, payed 
ſo great a reſpect for his father's memory, that 
” actually augmented, inſtead of diminiſhing - 

em. ö | * 
The death of the king of Poland imbroiled 
the affairs of Europe. France, who thought it 
ought to take advantage of this conjuncture, 
for reviving the pretenſions of king Staniſlaus 
to that crown, was informed that the emperor, 
in concert with the czarina, were taking mea- 
ſures to diſturb the election, by marching troops 
into Sileſia and Poland. This determined his 
moſt chriſtian majeſty to make a league, * 
ive 
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ſive and defenſive, with the kings of po and 


Sardinia. 


The republick of Poland, very much . 


barraſſed itſelf, was upon the point of ſeeing a 
national revolution, In general, however, the 


French intereſt prevailed ; and the primate, 


who by right was regent during the interreg- 
num, declared very peremptorily, in the name 


of the whole nobility, in favour of king Stanif- 
laus. To make a proper return to this favour- 
able diſpoſition of the Poles, and to keep them 
ſtedfaſt in their reſolutions, M. Chauvelin, mi- 
niſter at that time for foreign affairs, on the 


i5th of March of the ſame year, communica- 


ted to all the foreign miniſters, on the part of 


his maſter, the following declaration, 


« PHE moſt chriſtian king would have ſuſ- 
pended his judgment on the march of 


© a enfidbpabls body of imperial troops into 


c Sileſia, if the declarations or diſcourſes of the 
< imperial minifters, as well at Vienna, as in 
© ſeveral foreign courts, did not make it known, 
© ina manner fo as to leave no room for doubt, 
that the deſign of this prince was to ſet limits 
to the perfect and intire liberty, which the 


< Poliſh nation ought to enjoy at the enſuing . 


< election of a future king, conformable to the 
< fundamental laws of the republick. 


The dignity of the moſt chriſtian king, the 


< rank which he holds among the principal 
< powers of Europe, and the deſire which he 
© has ſo frequently manifeſted for maintaining 
© the publick tranquillity, do not permit him 
© to look with indifference upon enterprizes of 


© any other power againſt the moſt ſacred rights 
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of a republick, a friend and ally of France. 
Upon theſe principles his majeſty declares, 
that he will oppoſe, with all his forces, any 
enterprizes attempted to reſtrain the liberty, 
which Poland ought to enjoy in the election 
of a future king, conformable to the declara- 
tions which have been, or ſhall be made, to 
the repreſentatives of the ſaid nation.“ 


„ wor Rr Von mw m. 


The emperor anſwered this declaration of 
his moſt chriſtian majeſty by another; and dif- 
patched, at the ſame time, couriers to Berlin, 
St. Peterſbourg, the Hague, Verſailles, and 
London, with "orders to the imperial miniſters 
reſiding in theſe courts, to notify it in proper 
form. This counter-declaration was publiſhed. 
in the month of April, and bore in ſubſtance, 


TAT without having any in to the 
| ill- grounded inſinuations employed in 

Poland, his imperial majeſty was reſolved to 
* maintain the Poles in the free choice of a 
king; and would aſſiſt them againſt all, who 
* ſhould attempt to give them the leaſt diſtur- 
| © bance: that being a ſovereign in his heredi- 
* tary dominions, he was not obliged to aſſign 
any reaſons for marching his treops into Sile- 
ſia: that juſtice, which was the ordinary rule 
of his conduct, left no doubt about what he 
aimed at: and that, in fine, he would ſhew, 
on this and all other occaſions, as much equi- 
ty for the rights of another, as firmneſs in 
6 ſupporting his own, and thoſe of his allies,” 


A NM A A 


Theſe preludes were fold by 3 pre- 
parations on all ſides. The republick of Poland, 
influenced by no other but that of a free 

election 
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election of its king, put their troops in order 
to oppoſe the Ruſſians, who wanted to enter 
their territories. The emperor and the moſt 
| chriſtian king were preparing for reciprocal 


hoſtilities. The elector of Saxony, who ſaw 


himſelf ſupported by the emperor and the cza- 
rina, made, at that time, a conſiderable aug- 
mentation in his troops, with a view to encou- 
rage the Poles of his party to ſupport him, and 


to engage thoſe, who durſt not declare in his 


favour, to do it more boldly, King Staniſlaus, 


who, beſides the ſuccours he expected from 


France, had in his intereſt the greater part of 
the Poliſh nobility, did all he could to ſupport 
his pretenſions to a crown, of which he thought 
he could, in juſtice, claim the reſtitution : ſo 
that every thing ſeemed to breathe nothing but 
war, which, in effect, was inevitable. The 
elector of Saxony did all he could to engage 
count Saxe, his brother, to accept of the com- 
mand of his army: but this laſt, informed of 
what paſſed in France, and aſſured of being 
employed there, excuſed himſelf ; chuſing ra- 
ther to go and join his regiment : and accord- 
ingly taking leave of the court, he {ct out for 
Paris, the 28th of July 1733. 


People will, no doubt, be ſurprized at the 


conduct of count Saxe, who being only a camp- 
marſhal in France, refuſed to be commander in 
chief of the Saxon troops: but this is perhaps 
one of the moſt glorious parts of his life; and 
from that moment naturalized him in every 


Frenchman's heart. He was named to ſerve on 


the Rhine, under the orders of marſhal Ber- 
wick, and he was among the firſt at his poſt. 


The march of the Imperial, Ruſſian, and 


daxon troops, did not hinder king „ 
who 
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who went by land incognito from Chambord 
to Warſaw, from being unanimouſly choſen 
king of Poland, and grand duke of Lithuania, 
for the ſecond time. This election was made 
on the 12th of September, at four in the after- 
noon, by the greater part of the nobility, aſ- 
ſembled in the“ Colo. Next day the opponents 
proteſted againſt his election; and on the 23d 
that monarch was obliged, on the approach of 
the Ruſſians, who were already appearing upon 
the glacis of Warſaw, to retire to Dantzick ; 
where he arrived the 3d of October, 5 
On the 5th of the ſame month, the elector 
of Saxony was likewiſe proclaimed king of Po- 
land; and on the Toth, France publiſhed the 
following manifeſto againſt the emperor. 


c HIS majeſty, ſince his coming to the 
I * crown, has had nothing more at heart, 
than to concur with every thing which could 
contribute to maintain peace; but the injury 
which the emperor has recently done him, in 
the perſon of the king of Poland, his father- 
in-law, too nearly intereſts the honour of his 
majeſty, and the glory of his crown, not to 
employ the forces which God has put into 
his hands, to take a juſt revenge. With this 
view, after having made known to all the 
courts in Europe, the juſt motives which 
have forced him to take arms, he has re- 
ſolved to declare war, as he does by theſe 
preſents declare it, both by ſea and land, 
againſt the emperor ; perſuaded that. God, 
who knows the 'diſintereſtedneſs and juſtice 
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< of his intentions, will vouchſafe to fayour 
them with his divine protection. His majeſty 
hereby commands, and requires, all his ſub- 
jects and ſervants to fall upon and attack the 
ſubjects of the emperor, expreſsly prohibiting 
them, &c. Done at Fontainbleau, the 10th 


of October 1733. Signed 
1 LOUIS, 


And below PHELIPAUX, 


Þ N WM X „ 


Hitherto they had probecded no farther on 


either fide than obſervation and threatening: 
but ſoon after ſome ſmall ſkirmiſhes by light 
troops, on the banks of the Rhine, gave the 


Hgnal for commencing the operations, under 
the orders of marſhal Berwick ; while marſhal 


Villars made diſpoſitions in Italy to render him- 
ſelf maſter of the Milaneſe. More than fifty 


thouſand foreign troops ravaged the $a 6 


of Poland; and diſcord, in a fury, ſeemed to 
have kindled her torches to ſet fire to the four 
corners of Europe. 


"ive emperor, who had not time to aſſemble 
| his forces upon the Rhine, and who imagined. 


that the ſeaſon was too far advanced to permit 
the French to undertake any thing before the 
end of the year, held himſelf upon the defen- 
five; and was content with reinforcing, as 
much as poſlible, the places moſt expoſed. In 
the mean time count Sexe, who, though no 
more than gamp-marſhal, was for his bravery 
eſteemed by marſhal Berwick, was detached by 
that general, on the 12th of October 1733 
with twenty companies of grenadiers, and two 
thouſand ſulileers, to paſs the Rhine in ſeveral 
hoats, in a part where no enemy appeared. 
Count Saxe executed this order with as much 

| expedition 
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expedition as ſecreſy, and arrived, at three in 

the afternoon, at the village of Ognot; whole 
inhabitants, ſurprized with ſo unexpected a viſit, 
fled with their beſt effects: but having ſent for 
the Lutheran miniſter and the bailiff, he diſſi- 
pated their fears, by letting them know, that 
the king's troops would commit no diſorder. 
Next day, at ſeven in the morning, they began, 


on the left of fort Kehl, to build a bridge of 


boats, which was finiſhed at one o'clock. The 
provoſt of the army, with his attendants, was 
the firſt who paſſed this bridge, in order to no- 
tify to the ' villages on the other ſide of the 
Rhine, that they ſhould not abandon their ha- 
bitations ; that they might remain in them with 
all fafety, and that nothing would be required 
of them, but to furniſh wood and ſtraw ; for 
which they ſhould be paid ready money. A 
_ detachment of infantry and cavalry was next 
ſent over, which was followed by the reſt of 
the army. s e Te wh 
On the 14th, after dinner, marſhal Berwick 
paiſed the Rhine with the princes of Conti and 


Dombes, the count d'Eu, and ſeveral general 


officers. "The troops encamped at Scheleſtat 
paſſed likewiſe the Rhine the fame afternoon, 
taking bread and proviſions for four days. To- 
wards the evening fort Kehl was inveſted, un- 
der the orders of monſieur de Puiſegur: that 
day they had been at work in building another 
bridge on the right of the fort, which was fi- 
niſhed by the 15th. The peaſants of the neigh- 
bouring bailiffries were commanded to go and 
make faſcines and gabions in the ſeveral iſlands 
of the Rhine. In the night, betwixt the 17th 
and 18th, the trenches were opened. The offi- 
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Ters who commanded in this fort, had ſo little 

expected ſo ſudden an attack, that they had 
made no proviſion for their defence; ſo that 
their batteries not being as yet in a condition 
to play, they did not begin to annoy the be- 
ſiegers by their fire, till the 22d. Count Saxe 
mounted the trenches betwixt the 22d and 23d, 
and ſuſtained a fire ſo hot and ſo conſtant, that 
la Serre, captain of grenadiers ef Richelieu's 
regiment, was killed at his fide. On the 26th 


a general aſſault was made; in which the 


count greatly expoſed himſelf; but this aſſault 
Not ſucceeding, it was remitted to the 28th, 
General Phul, who commanded in the fort, 
having gotten information of it, and fearing 


to be taken by ſtorm, beat a parley the 17th, 


and ſigned the capitulation the next day. 

The gariſon, conſiſting of two thouſand hve 
Hundred men, had no more than fifty killed 
and wounded, notwithſtanding the continual 
fire of the beſiegers, who loſt a hundred and 
fifty, including eighty ſoldiers hanged for ma- 
rauding againſt the expreſs orders of marſhal 
| Berwick ; for that general was ſo inexorable in 
this reſpect, that next day after the troops had 
paſſed the Rhine, he caufed an ordinance 
to be publiſhed at the head of the army, for- 

bidding the ſoldiers, under pain of death, to 
go a marauding, or to commit any ravage: 
\ Nevertheleſs ſome of them having diſobeyed 


_ theſe orders, and being taken in the fact, would 
have been all hanged, had not prince Conti in- 
terceded for them; and it was by much folici 


tation that this prince prevailed with the gene- 


ral to make them draw lots, that one of them 


only ſhould be hanged. Though ſome of 7 
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ſhal Berwick's enemies have blamed his ſeverity 
againſt the marauders, it is nevertheleſs cer- 
tain, that it would be extremely dangerous to 
tolerate them in an army, or in a gariſon, 
Moreover, all the good generals agree, that 
there cannot be too much exactneſs in that ar- 


ticle, on which intirely depends the military 


diſcipline. | Hes et 

Mean time the imperial army, commanded 
by duke Beveren, made forced marches to- 
wards the Rhine; which determined marſhat 
Berwick to keep the field, notwithſtanding the 
ſeverity of the ſeaſon, already far advanced: 
and, after detaching the chevalier de Givry, 
the 2d of November, with fix battalions and 
a regiment of dragoons, to go to Huninguen, 
to place a bridge there upon the Rhine, he 


began to march on the zd, and incamped 
the 5th over-againſt Fort-Louis with a part of 


the army; while the duke de Noailles marched 


with the reſt, and took poſſeſſion of the lines 


of the villages of Stolhoffen and of Engel- 


meim. OT 


'The canton of Baſil appeared to be greatly” 
perplexed at the conſtruction of the fort, which 


the French had built, and provided with artil- 


lery, at the head of the bridge of Huninguen. 


They ſent deputies, therefore, to marſhal Ber- 
wick, to repreſent, that this enterprize was- 


contrary toall treaties : but this general not onl 


aſſured the deputies himſelf, but likewiſe made: 


Mr. Bonnac, ambaſſador of France in Swiſ- 
ſerland, to declare, that theſe works were indiſ- 
penſably neceſſary in the preſent conjuncture; 
yet that the French troops ſhould undertake no- 

thing prejudicial to the laudable and magnifi- 


cent Helvetic body, This difficulty removed, the 
ww 3 | marſhal 
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marſhal ſet out for Paris the 20th of Novem- 
ber, after leaving the command of the army to 
Monſieur de Quadt, the oldeſt lieutenant-ge- 
neral, and an officer of great experience in the 
The continual rains having filled up the 
French lines, they were obliged to abandon 
them, to repaſs the Rhine, and to go into win- 


ter quarters. Mean time Monſieur de Quadt 


left a ſufficient guard in the new works, and 


cantoned ſeveral regiments in the neighbouring 


Villages, where they were at hand to ſuccour 
the ſaid works in caſe of need. This precau- 
tion was very wiſe: for, ſome days after, the 
imperialiſts, intending to take advantage of the 
retreat of the French, advanced towards the 


Rhine; and a detachment of Huſſars, having 


croſſed the Black-Foreſt, came to attack an 


advanced guard of French dragoons: but Mon- 


ſieur de Silly, lieutenant-general, having been 
ordered to advance, that he might obſerve their 
motions, and make the neceſſary diſpoſitions 


for the ſecurity of the works, that general went 


thither with count Saxe; and their troops ap- 
peared with ſo good a countenance, that the 
imperialiſts, far from undertaking any thing, 
thought only of procuring winter quarters like- 
wiſe for themſelves; and this reſolution of 
theirs determined the French generals to ſepa- 
rate their army. „ 

In the beginning of the year following 1734, 


the French prepared to continue their opera- 
tions upon the plan which had been concerted 


the preceding year, and approved by the court 
of Verſailles: in conſequence whereof, Mon- 


ſieur de Quadt received orders, the twenty- 
' fixth of February, to march his troops by files 
| | | N 
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towards Spire, and to augment the fortifications 
of the works on the other ſide the Rhine, over- 
againſt Huninguen. All theſe preparations and 
different motions of the French ſeemed to in- 
dicate, that they would open the campaign by 
the ſiege of Philipſbourg: but to amuſe the im- 
perialiſts, they detached a large body af troops 
towards Luxembourg. All the general officers 
were arrived at the army before the end of the 
month of March, waiting for marſhal Berwick, 
who did not appear in the camp before Spire, 
till the 2d of April; where, at firſt, they 
amuſed themſelves with ſkirmiſhing and form- 
ing magazines, on both ſides. In this interval 
count Saxe made himſelf maſter of a conſidera- 
ble convoy of proviſions, deſigned for Luxem- 
bourg. What he did, on this occaſion, might 
be juſtly called raſh, though it ſucceeded ; for 
he had only two hundred dragoons, and the 
convoy was eſcorted by twelve hundred men. 
Count Belliſle was ordered to take the route to 
Treves (or Triers) with three regiments of dra- 
goons, twenty of foot, and.forty companies of 
grenadiers, to go and inveſt Trarback, a little 
town of the palatinate. The ſituation of this place 
rendered the taking of it the more important 
to the French, as having a good caſtle on the 
Moſelle; and that, being maſters of it, they 
could diſpute the paſſage of that river with the 
imperialiſts, in caſe they attempted to penetrate 
into the Meſſin country. Count Belliſle's body 
ordered upon this expedition, was reinforced by 
other troops, ſo as to compoſe an army of forty 
thouſand men. On the 6th of April this gene- 
ral put ſix thouſand ſoldiers into the city of 
Triers; and on the 8th, having inveſted Trar- 
back, he ſummoned the governor to ſurrender: 


I 4 but 


if 


176 Hiſtory of Maurice Count Saxe. 
but that officer retiring the ſame evening, with 
his gariſon, into the caſtle, the ſiege of it be- 
gan the 13th, It was at this fiege the fir 
eſſay was made of the bombs called comminges, 
after the name of their inventor : every one of 
them weighed five hundred pounds, and by 
their weight did more damage in falling, than 

ten others together. On the 27th of the ſame 
month of April, in the evening, they ſtormed 
the caſtle twice, without being able to carry it, 
Count Saxe was preſent at both attacks, and 
eſcaped narrowly being killed at the ſecond; 
tor he ſaw ſeven grenadiers fall about him, 
Mean time the comminges had ſo ruined the 
caſemates, and the ſubterraneous vaults of this 
fort, that the gariſon being no longer able, ei- 
ther to ſecure themſelves from theſe bombs, or 
to defend the place, the commander ſurrendered 
upon terms the 2d of May following. All the 
officers of the gariſon, when they came out, 
confeſſed that they had never ſeen a fire fo ter- 

rible to their view, nor ſo well ſerved. | 
The French army on the Rhine was then 
divided into three bodies: that of marſhal, Ber- 
wick, of fifty thouſand men, occupied the ad- 
jacent parts of Spire; and it was called the 
army of the princes, becauſe count Clermont, 
the prince of Conti, the prince of Dombes, the 
count d' Eu, and prince Carignan, were in it: 
the ſecond, commanded by the duke de No- 
allles, and compoſed of twenty-five thouſand 
men, had extended their quarters from Sarre to 
Keyſerlouter; from which they had a commu- 
nication with marſhal Berwick : and the third, 
commanded by the count Bellifle, had received 
orders, after the taking of Trarback, to march 
to. Coblentz, Accordingly that general ow 
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the Rhine with his army at Neckereau, on the 
5th of May, and inveſted Coblentz; while 


marſhal Ber wick croſſed the ſame river at Fort- 
Louis, to go and force the lines of Etlingen, 


which the imperialiſts had taken, and from: 


thence to advance to Dourlack. But I cannot 


here paſs over in ſilence the prodigies of valour, 
which count Saxe ſhewed upon this occaſion : 


for, though appointed only to ſerve in count 
Belliſle's army, ſo ſoon as he knew, that mar- 


ſhal Berwick was marching to chace the enemy 


out of the lines of Etlingen, he leſt the blocade 


of Coblentz, where he was idle, to go and 


participate in the dangers and glory of that ex- 


pedition. Marſhal Berwick received him with: 
the more pleaſure, as he had an intire confi- 
dence in him; and ſaid, the moment he ſa w 
him, Count, I was going to ſend for three 


« thouſand men of monſieur de Noailles's body, 


© but you alone are worth more to me than that 
reinforcement. The buſineſs here is, the ho- 
© nour-of France; E it is needleſs. that I recom-- 
mend it to you.” At. the ſame time he gave 


kim a detachment of grenadiers, at the head of 

whom he entered the lines, and made ſuch a: 
ſlaughter of thoſe of the-imperialiſts, who firſt - 
preſented themſelves, that the others, terrified, . 


ran away, and abandoned their whole artillery 


in the lines; upon which not only depended the 
tranquillity of the French army, but likewiſe - 
the progreſs of its operations. After this im- 
portant expedition count Saxe received from 
the generals of the army, and the princes them- 
ſelves, all the praiſes which were ſo. juſtly due 


to him. 


Prince Eugene, Who arrived at the imperial 
* only on the 26th, in conjunction with 
. 5 the 
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the king of Pruffia, who came to make the cam 


paign, in quality of volunteer, had cauſed the men 
to work night and day on the fortifications of 
Mayence (or Mentz) and Rheinsfelds. After his 
troops had been driven-out of the lines of Et- 
lingen, he re-aſſembled his army at Geilbron; 
where he waited for the auxiliary troops of the 
empire; in the mean time fortifying himſelf in 
this camp. Marſhal Berwick was only two 
leagues diſtant from it, and ſubſiſted his army 
g contributions raiſed in the enemy's coun- 
„and in the diſtrict of Wirtemberg. 


do the 25th of May the French, to the 


number of forty thouſand, "coſted Philipſbourg, 
under the command of the marquis d*'Asfeldt, 
lieutenant-general, with a hundred and thirty 

teces of cannon of twenty-four pounders, and 

xty mortars, of which twelve were for the 
comminges : and in order to cover this ſiege, 
marſhal Berwick changed the ſituation of his 
camp, and took poſt on the heights of Grauſ- 
berg at Kiſloch, where he eſtabliſhed his head 
quarters, On the 27th, his army marched in 
three columns, The prince of Conti was in 
the van-guard, with the duke de Noailles, who 
marched at the head of the king's houſhold. 
Marſhal Berwick was in the center, and count 
Saxe formed the rear-guard, to obſerve the im- 
perialiſts, who had a large detachment of ca- 
valry and infantry at Epingen ; with which 
they could have incommoded the French in 
their march, as they attempted to do: but, 


although count Saxe was much inferior to them 


in number, they could not find an opportunity 

to attack him. 

In the night, between the firſt and fecond of 

Ju une 17 34, count Saxe was detached, with $4 
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de Geſſion, to go and attack a fort over-againſt 
Philipſbourg. They went; and the imperialifts 
abandoned it under favour of the night. Though 
the cannon of the place greatly incommoded 
the French workmen employed to drain the 


marſhes, nevertheleſs the trenches were opened 


the 6th of June; and on the 7th the beſieged, 

to the number of fix hundred, made a fall 

from a redoubt on the outward foſſee: but they 
were ſo briſkly repulſed by two companies of 
grenadiers, commanded by count Saxe, that he 
took the redoubt, with a lieutenant and nine 
ſoldiers priſoners, killed twenty-two, and obli- 
ged the reſt to make their eſcape into the 
marſhes; where more than the half of them 
periſhed, The lieutenant, who was a young 
man of family, told count Saxe, that having a 
great deal of baggage and other effects in the 
town, all would be loſt, if he did not demand 
it ; becauſe they would believe him to be in-the 
number of the ſlain; the count ſent a drum- 
mer to the governor of Philipſbourg with a bil- 
let, ſigned by the young officer, begging that 


he would remit what belonged to him ; and 


the drummer returned a little after with all his 


equipage. 

On the 12th of the ſame N of June, at 
nine in the morning, marſhal Berwick was 
killed by a cannon- ball in going to viſit the 
trenches: this general was univerſally regretted. 
The marquis G Asfeldt took the command of 


the army, and was made a marſhal of France; 


as was the duke de Noailles. On the 16th, 
count Saxe was commanded on the firſt attack, 
facing the marſh of Staremberg, with his own 
regiment, and that of Routh ; where he beha- 
ved with an extraordinary intrepidity. On the 
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180 Hiſtory of Maurice Count Saxe. 
18th, marſhal de Noailles carried him to Man- 
heim, -where they had a long conference with 
the elector palatine, who was come there, dined 
with -him, and returned to the camp in the 
evening. On the 24th, having been intruſted 
by marſhal d'Asfeldt with the attack of a re. 
doubt, in which commanded the nephew of 
general Wutgeneau, governor of Philipſbourg, 
the redoubt was carried, and all thoſe who de- 
fended it, made priſoners of waer. 
Prince Eugene, perceiving that the ſiege ad- 
vanced apace, notwithſtanding the bad weather, 
the continual rains, and the overflowing of the 
Rhine, was ſenſible, that the place could not 
long hold out; therefore, in order to diſturb 
the beſiegers, he made his army decamp from 
Bruchſal to come and take nay at Wiſenthal, 
over againſt the retrenchments of the French, 
The ſame day the gariſon of Philipſbourg, who 
had advice of this motion, made a fally ; fo 
that the fight was very bloody on both ſides, 
but did not retard the ſiege. Count Saxe was 
in the trenches in the night of the 12th to the 
13th, and on the 14th he attacked the crown- 
work, which was ſuddenly carried. The com- 
' manger, who deſpaired of being ſuccoured by 
prince Eugene, and who apprehended an affault 
upon the body of the place, demanded to capi- 
tulate on the 17th, and delivered up the town 
to the French the next day. The gariſon of 
Philipſbourg, which in the beginning of the 
ſiege conſiſted of four thouſand ſix hundred men, 
was reduced to three thouſand. The taking of 
this fortreſs coſt France two thouſand five hun- 
dred men; without reckoning above two hun- 
dred more, who periſhed by the overflowing of 
the trenches, —- an 
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All things which could contribute to raife the 


glory of an enterprize of that importance, was 
united in this one; and no better proof can be 


brought of this, than the king's letter to the 


arch-biſhop of Paris, dated the 22d of July 
1734; in which his majeſty ſpeaks of the ſiege 
and ſurrender of Philipſbourg in theſe terms. 
The principal forces of the emperor and of 
© the empire, encamped in preſence of the 

French ; the prodigious ſwelling of the Rhine, 


which laid the troops under a neceflity of 


C 

6 

* wading through large inundations of water, 
© uncovered, and expoſed to the fire of a nu- 
« merous artillery, which without intermiſhon 
played upon them, could not daunt their re- 
« ſolution : animated by the proſpect of ob- 
« ſtacles, they ſurmounted them with a pati- 
8 
5 


ence and courage, of which there are few 
example, .. | 


After the taking of Philipſbourg, prince Eu- 


gene left his camp at Wiſenthal, and returned 
to that of Bruchſal; and marſhal d*'Asteldt - 


made forty thouſand men advance under 


Mentz, which obliged the imperial army to de- 
camp the 3oth of July from Bruchſal, to march 
to Heidelberg. But marſbal d'Asfeldt, after 
leaving twenty-five thouſand men in the camp 
before Philipſbourg, under the command of the 
duke de Noailles, and twelve thouſand pioneers 
to fill up the trenches ; that general repaſſed 


the Rhine, the 27th of July, with ſeventy-two 


| battalions, to go and join the body of troops, 
which were in the neighbourhood of Worms, 
under the command of count Belliſle ; (who bad 


made himſelf maſter of that place ſince the 23d) 


in order afterwards to march for Mentz. 


On 
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182 Hiſtory of Maurice Count Save. 
On the firſt of Auguſt following, count Saxe 


was detached to go and attack the caſtle of 


Nieder-Ulm, of which he rendered himſelf ma- 
ſter, and made two hundred priſoners. There 
were in. this caſtle conſiderable magazines of 
proviſions. It was on the ſame firſt of Auguſt 


1734, that on the faithful report made to the 
king, of the manner in which count Saxe had 
behaved at the ſiege of Philipſbourg, his ma- 
jeſty advanced him to the poſt of lieutenant- 
general; and here follows the copy of his com- 


miſſion. 


LVIS, by the grace of God, king of 


France and Navarre, to all whom theſe 
preſent letters may concern, greeting. Our 
deſire being to acknowledge the good and 
important ſervices, which our dear and well- 
beloved count Saxe, camp-marſhal in our 
ar mies, has rendered us, for many years, in 
divers military poſts and employments, 
wherewith we have intruſted him, and in 
which he has given ſignal proofs of his cou- 
rage, valour and experience in military mat- 
ters, of a wiſe and prudent conduct, and of 
all the talents, which we can deſire in an 
officer deſtined to command our troops with 


him the particular eſteem, which we have 
for his perſon, and to put him in a condition 
of being more and more uſeful to us, we have 
reſolved to honour him with the poſt of one 
of our lieutenant- generals in our armies : be it 
known to all, that for theſe cauſes and others 
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preſents ſigned with our hand, make, conſti- 
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ſuperior character; and deſiring to teſtify to 


us thereto moving, we have made, conſtitu- 


ted, ordained, and eſtabliſhed, and, by theſe 
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'© tute, ordain, and eſtabliſh, the ſaid count 
« Saxe one of our lieutenant-generals in our 
« armies ; and the ſaid poſt have we given and 
granted him, and do hereby give and grant 
him, that in this rank, in abſence, and under 
the authority of our lieutenant-generals, who 
ſhall command in chief our armies, in which 
he ſball have orders to ſerve, he may com- 
mand the troops, of which our ſaid armies 
ſhall be compoſed z to make them do and act 
in all places, where the good and advantage 
of our ſervice require; and, in conformit 
with our intentions, to drive back, attack, 
aſſault our enemies; to enter into their ter- 
ritories, befiege and batter the towns, places 
and caſtles, which ſhall refuſe to obey us; to 
ſtorm and take them on any conditions, that 
{hall be thought moſt expedient ; to oppoſe 
the enterprizes, which he ſhall perceive to be 
prejudicial to our intereſt and ſervice ; to en- 
gage in battles, rencounters, ſkirmiſhes; and 
to do all other acts and explotts of war, as 
ſhall be needful; to cauſe the reviews and mu- 
ſters of the troops, of which our ſaid armies 
are compoſed, to be duly made by our ufual 
military commiſſaries and comptrollers, by 
us appointed to that effect; to command and 
give orders to all our officers of artillery, 
purveyors, and others in our ſaid armies, 
whatever he ſhall. judge to be neceſſary and 
and proper for the good of our ſervice; to 
make our ſaid ſoldiers live in good order, po- 
licy, and diſcipline, according to our ancient 
military regulations and ordonnances; to order 
the payment of the troops, and expences ne- 
© cellary to be made in our ſaid armies, accor- 
6 ding to our eſtabliſhments; z and in general to 
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do the things aforeſaid, in all their circum- 


| ſtances and dependancies, and all that we our- 


ſelves ſhould do, or could do, were we Pre- 


- ſent in perſon, though the caſe ſhould require 
a more ſpecial command, than what is ſpeci- 


fied in theſe preſents : the whole, as afore- 


ſaid, in the abſence, and under the authority 


of our lieutenants-general, who ſhall com- 


mand in chief our ſaid armies. * We require 
and command all camp-marſhals, brigadiers, 


camp-maſters, colonels, lieutenants of artil- 


lery, purveyors-general, chiefs and conduc- 


tors of our troops, horſe and foot, French or 


foreigners, and all other our officers and ſub- 
jets, who ſhall ſerve in our armies, to ac- 


knowledge the ſaid count Saxe, and to ac- 
count him in the ſaid quality as one of our 


 lieutenants-general in our armies, and in all 
things which he ſhall command and order 


them, for our. ſervice, in the abſence, and 


under the authority of our lieutenant-generals, 
who ſhall command in chief, juſt in the ſame | 


manner as they would do to our own proper 
perſon; for ſuch is our will: in teſtimony 
whereof we have cauſed our ſeal to be affixed 


to theſe preſents. Given at Verſailles the 


firſt day of the month of Auguſt, in the year 
of grace 1734, and of our reign the nine 


© teenth. Signed 


4s, 
a on n the. feld By THE KIXG. 
Signed BAUYN.' 


4 


The French left their camp at Worms on 
the 4th of Auguſt, and advanced towards Op- 
penheim, with a view to ſeek the imperialiſts, 


and give them . For ſome days, = 


— 
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ſides were only employed, in making different 
motions, On the 16th the French arrived at 
Spire, and marſhal de Noailles marched with 
thirty thouſand men to inveſt old Briſſac. The 
different marches made by marſhal d'Asfeldt's 
army had three objects in view: the firſt was, 
to refit his cavalry, pinched for want of forage, 
and to raiſe contributions: the ſecond, to draw 
prince Eugene thither, which would effectually 
complete the ruin of the whole country; and 
the third, to give him ſo much work, as to 
prevent his ſending troops from his army into 
Italy; where the French affairs were not upon 
ſo good a footing, as on the Rhine. He ſuc- 
ceeded in theſe three points: after which he 
approached Raſtadt, to be at hand to cauſe the 
remaining part of the contributions, agreed on 
in Wirtemberg, to be paid, and to give ſome 
days reſt to the troops, much fatigued with 
their ſeveral marches. 5 | 
On the 2d of September count Saxe was de- 
tached with four battalions and four ſquadrons, 
to go and ſeize a little borough called Altrich, 
near Manheim ; which he did, without giving 
the enemy time to put themſelves in order. 
Beſides a hundred and fifty priſoners, he took 
a conſiderable magazine, which they had there; 
and on the 7th of the ſame month, M. de 
Quadt made himſelf maſter of Offenbourg. | 
On the 12th, marſhal d'Asfeldt, Who called 
count Saxe his right-hand, detached him with 
twelve hundred foot and a hundred dragoons, to 
go and take poſt at Bibrach; ſo to keep in awe 
the imperial troops at Wolfach, who greatly 
harraſſed the French detachments in that neigh- 
bourhood. He ſucceeded in diſlodging them 
from that poſt, although they had retrenched 
: | themſelves. 
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themſelves in it; and afterwards ſummoned the 
magiſtrates of the town of Hornberg to ſend 
deputies to Zell, to treat there about furniſhing 


the forage which he might have occaſion for, 
The magiſtrate, who thought himſelf near 
enough to be ſuccoured on the part of prince 
Eugene, in caſe of inſults from the French, 
ſent word to count Saxe, that his orders to the 


- contrary were too poſitive for him to obey the 


demand : upon which count Saxe gave him no- 


tice by the meſſenger, that if next day, by 


twelve o'clock, he had not in his camp the 
quantity of forage which he mentioned, he 


would, at two o'clock, give up his town to 
' Pillage. The magiſtrate, who knew him to be 
'a man of his word, ſent him next morning 


more than he had aſked, After this expedition 


he marched to Ettenheim, a little borough, 


diſtant two leagues from the camp where he 
then was: there was in that place a magazine 
more conſiderable than all thoſe which he had 


| hitherto taken. The magazines and convoys 
of proviſions were always great temptations to 


him : that of Ettenheim was guarded by four 


hundred foot and the ſame number of cayalry, 
well retrenched and fortified. He fel] upon them 
ſo unexpectedly, and with ſuch precipitation, 
that they abandoned the poſt, after ſetting fire 
to the magazine, which by the ready aſſiſtance 


given, ſuſtained no damage. This done, he 


retired to Bibrach and to Zell, to guard theſe 
two poſts, which were of conſequence for the 


communication of the different corps of the 
army, and for levying the contributions. The 


imperialiſts were ſo ſenſible of the importance 

of theſe two places, that they did all they could 

to diſlodge the troops, which he had left there ; | 
| an 
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and being informed, that a conſiderable part 

of their huſſars, had attempted ſeveral times to 
make themſelves maſters of them, he went in 
queſt of them, at the head of a hundred grena- 
diers. The count having met with that party on 
the 19th of September, about half a league from 
Zell, near a little wood, he fell upon them, 
and killed with his own hand the commander, 
from whom he had received a ſtroke on the 
head with a cutlas, which did him no harm, 
becauſe of his ſkull-cap which he always wore: 
and this party was diſperſed without appearing | 
any more afterwards, _- 

The princes, and great part of the nobility, 
| left the French army about the middle of Sep- 
tember, becauſe of the bad weather ; which 
likewiſe obliged the troops in the camp of Of- 
fenbourg, under the chmmand of M. de Quadt, 
to go into barracks in the beginning of the 
month of October. The king's houſhold began 
to file off the qth; and on the 23d the whole 
army paſſed the Rhine and ſeparated; after 
having placed proper guards in the pots on the 
other ſide of that river. 

The imperialiſts, informed chat the Feench 
were retiring, reckoned upon making eight 
thoufand men take their winter quarters at 
Worms, which they made themſelves maſters of, 
and five thouſand of their beſt troops in it. As 
ſoon as marthal de Noailles was informed of it, 
he marched at the head of thirty thoufand men 
to go and diſlodge them; and count Belliſle, to 
favour this expedition, re- aſſembled the troops, 
which : he. commanded, to make a diverſion, 
and puſhed to the gates of Manheim 3 where 

he carried-off fix bailiffs of the territory of 


2 becauſe they refuſed to pay the con- 
tribute 5 
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tributions, which they had agreed for. The 
imperialiſts did not wait the arrival of marſhal 


Noailles to evacuate Worms: — marched 


out of it in the night, betwixt the 6th and 57th 
of November, and on the Sth the French al 
poſſeſſion of it; as alſo of Oppenheim, Fran- 
kental, and ſome other places in the electorates 


of Triers, and Mentz; where the troops 
were ſo diſpoſed, as that they might be re- 
aſſembled in twenty-four hours to form a _ 


of thirty thouſand men. 

The whole army being ſepatated;'” count 
Saxe returned to Paris, and went afterwards to 
court, which was then at Fontainbleau. Count 
Belliſle, who was there before him, had given 
the king an exact account of all which had 


paſſed during 'the campaign ; and that general 


having omitted nothing, which could do honour 
to count Saxe, on his arrival at Fontainbleau 
he received from. his majeſty, and from the 
whole court, the praiſes due to his valour and 
intrepidity. 

The French troops had been fo fatigued with 
this laſt campaign, that they were allowed to 
remain longer than uſual in their quarters; the 

more willingly ſtill, as they ſubſiſted in part at 
the expence of the enemy; and that all the 


frontiers of France were, by their poſition, 


covered from any inſults: fo that they had not 
orders to march before the beginning of the 
month of May 1735. The court of Verſailles 
having thought proper to ſend to the Rhine the 
marſhals du Bourg and Coigny: this laſt joined 
the army in the beginning of May; and his 


firſt ſtep was to examine the ſeveral quarters, 


which it had in Alſace, and along the Rhine: 


ral 


after which he aſſembled the troops for a gene: 
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ral review, in order to open the campaign. 
Mean time the enemy made themſelves maſters 
of the lines of Etlingen, which the French had 
abandoned: they laid the adjacent parts of Phi- 
lipſbourg under water, and ſtopped up by that 
means the paſlages to- their lines. On the 26th 


of the ſame month count Saxe went to Man- 


heim with the count of Bavaria, where they 
dined with prince George of Heſſe-Caſſel. Some 
days aſter, upon advice that the imperialiſts 
were meditating ſome enterprize againſt Op- 
penheim, where there was but a weak French 
gariſon, he was detached to go and reinforce it. 

The two armies were ſtil] within ſight of one 
another; and prince Eugene ſeemed diſpoſed to 


give the French battle. At leaſt he gave out, 


that ſuch were his intentions: but the members 
of the empire, who were to furniſh him with 


troops, made no great haſte in ſending their 
contingents; ſo that he remained in a ſtate of 


ination : and it was to draw him out of it, 


that marſhal Coigny appointed, on the 19th of 
June following, a general forage to be made. 


under Mentz. This forage was executed with 
as much liberty, as if there had been no enemy 


in the country; for there was not ſo much as 
one muſket fired on either ſide. All the princes . 


and general officers aſſiſted. 


The French made themſelves, at the Crna. 


time, maſters of ſeveral ſmall iſlands in the 
Rhine; which they fortified, in order to faci- 


litate the paſſage of that river upon occaſion. 
The partiſan de la Croix, having paſſed to the 
other {ide of the Rhine, on the 11th of July, 
fell into an ambuſcade, with all his people, who 


were cut to pieces; and was himſelf obliged to 


he 
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he was made priſoner, and conducted thence to 
Mentz. 

In the mean time prince Eugene becoming 


daily ſtronger by the junction of the auxiliary 
troops of the empire, his army began to be ſu- 


perior to that of the French. He had preſerved 


bis camp at Bruchſal and Heidelberg, with an 
intention to paſs' the Rhine at Manheim with 
his whole army, and to penetrate afterwards 
into the Meflin country. It was this which 
determined marſhal Coigny to call in the troops 
which he had under Mentz, and to detach 
count Saxe, with fourteen battalions and ten 
ſquadrons, to oppoſe him before Manheim. In 
effect, he went thither the 6th of September, 
and choſe ſo advantageous a poſt, that prince 
Eugene could not execute his project: for, 


though count Saxe was not in a condition to 


undertake any thing, yet he made the fineſt 
diſpoſition poſſible, by retrenching himſelf in 
ſuch a manner, that he could not be forced in 
his camp; from whence, with a handful of 
men, he held in awe a formidable army, 
which dutſt not attempt the paſſage of the 
Rhine. It was to this glorious diſpoſition that 
Lorrain owed its ſafety ; for it is certain, that 
if the imperial army had been able to pals the 
Rhine, the body under the command of count 


Bellife would never have an ane to cover 


that province. 

The imperialiſts finding n could gain no- 
thing on that fide, thought of other deſigns: 
and after ſeveral motions, genera] count. Seck- 
endorff began march, on the zoth of Sep- 
tember, with a body of forty thouſand men, 
directly towards T riers. But the French ge- 


nerals having been informed thereof, by ſome 


_ deſerters 
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deſerters who came over, count Belliſle marched 
with an equal number of troops, commanded 


by the marquis d'Aubigny, the duke of Be- 


thune, and count Saxe. Theſe four generals 
had made ſuch diligence to prevent count Seck- 


endorff, that on the 8th of October they were 
already at Triers, while the imperialiſts were 
as yet at a great diſtance; becauſe they never 
could imagine, that their deſign had been diſ- 
covered. Marſhal Coigny, whoſe army had 
joined that of count Belliſle, the 20th of the 
ſame month of October, wanted to make an 


attack upon the abbey of Clauſen, where count 


Seckendotff had fixed his head quarters: but 


| he had retcenched himſelf ſo ftrongly, that for 
the whole day they contented themſelves with 


cannonading and ſkirmiſhing ; becauſe the two 
armies being ſeparated by the little river Salm, 
and it being already late, it would have been 
dangerous to engage in a general action. Next 
morning, at break of day, count Saxe, at the 
head of thirty-ſix companies of grenadiers, 
made himſelf maſter of a little village, which 
guarded the paſlage of the river: he took it in 
a moment, and purſued the troops which guarded 
it with ſuch celerity, that he was at their heels 
as they reached a little wood on the other ſide 


the bridge, without perceiving the. danger to 
Which he expoſed himſelf. Marſhal Coigny, 
who was upon a-Tiſing ground, from whence 

he perceived all that paſſed, having obſerved | 


two columns of German infantry, who were 
going to ſurround him, ſent him orders to re- 


tire; which he did in extreme good order. He 


was fo indefatigable, that two days after this 


expedition he undertook to guard a ford on the 
Moſelle, where the enemy might attempt the 
: | paſſage 
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paſſage: of that river; which they in effect did 


the firſt of November: but he drove them back 


with ſo much advantage, that they durſt not 
make a ſecond eſſay. 

The two armies obſerved each other, and 
mutually ſought to come to a general action, 
which would have put an end to the campaign. 


It was expected every minute, when, on the 5th 
of the ſame month of Novemder, a ſuſpenſion 


of arms was publiſned on both ſides. The princes 
departed for Paris; and all the general officers, 
who had no aſſignments in the winter quarters, 
ſucceſſively left the army; of which number 


was count Saxe, who had fatigued himſelf 


enough during the campaign, to have occaſion 
for a little reſt. He returned to court, and 
paſſed the winter at Paris. 

The ſame ſuſpenſion of arms was likewiſe 
publiſhed in Italy, at the head of the Imperial 
and French armies, on the 16th of the month 
of November 1735; and marſhal de Noailles, 
who commanded, gave notification to the go- 
vernment of Mantua, that, in compliance with 


the orders of his court, he had opened the paſ- 


ſages to that town; at the ſame time he raiſed 


the blocade, and rene ceaſed on all ſides. 


Though I have not ſpoken of the affairs of 


Italy, that country was not lels fertile in events 


than Germany ; and the war was even more 
bloody, by the different battles which were 
fought there. The king of Spain had gotten 
his ſon don Carlos ſettled on the throne of Na- 
ples and Sicily: the king of Sardinia had aſſiſted 
marſhal Villars in the conqueſt of the Milaneſe : 
and after the treaty of alliance concluded be- 


tween France, Kain, and him, that monarch 
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had publiſhed the motives, which engaged him 
to take qe by the following manifeſto, 


HE king of Sardinia, ſtrictly united to 
the king of France by the ties of blood 
0 9 friendſhip, has moſt feelingly ſhared in 
his juſt ſenſibility, with regard to the inju- 
« rious declarations, odious negociations, and 
« violent actions, by which the emperor has 
affected to offend his moſt chriſtian majeſty z 
© and has endeavoured to ſeclude from the throne 
« 2 prince, in whom he takes the moſt tender 
© intereſt; and who was ſo worthy of the 
© crown, that neither the ſolicitations, threats, 
nor hoſtilities employed to deprive him of the 
« ſuffrages of the Poliſh nation, have been able 
_ © to thwart his unanimous election. 
Although the domineering ſpirit of the 
court of Vienna has manifeſted itſelf enough 
for Europe not to be ſurprized at the moſt 
© unbounded pretenſions which it ſets up; ne- 
« yertheleſs it was impoſſible to look-on the 
beginning and progreſs of ſo unjuſt an en- 
« terprize without aſtoniſhment : whether we 
« conſider the perſon of king Staniſlaus, againſt 
© whom it was formed, or the dignity of the 
king of France, whom it offended : whether 
ve take a view of the conſtitution of Poland, 
© at the roots of which it ſtrikes; or, in fine 
the nature of the means employed to ſupport 
© it; ſuch as that kingdom could not have ex- 
© pected from its moſt jealous or dangerous 
* neighbours. - - , 
© 'The object which preſents to our view a 
great king deſignedly inſulted in the moſt 
© tender part; and the proſpect of a nation 
© oppreſſed for not ſubmitting to give up 1ts 
Vo I. I. K | liberty, 
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liberty, cannot be looked-upon with an eye 
of indifference by any power, But how 
greatly muſt the king of Sardinia be ſtruck 


by it : he who cannot appropriate to himſelf 


the happineſs of a near kindred with his moſt 
chriſtian majeſty, without participating at the 
ſame time in_ the outrage done him : nor 
look-upon the uſe which the emperor has at- 
tempted to make of his authority in an in- 
dependent kingdom, without reflecting on the 


conſequences of the daily abuſe, which he 


makes of that ſame authority | in a region, of 
which more than half is already under his 


ſubjection. 
In vain was the king of Sardinia willing, 


for a long time, to ſhut his eyes on theſe me- 


lancholy conſequences. The court of Vienna 
has taken ſteps to make him ſenſible, that it 
founds upon his ruin, that of the liberty of 


Italy, of which his royal houſe had always 
been the firmeſt ſupport. 


«< The firſt injuſtices of the court of Vienna 
have their epoch and date from the very times 


in which the houſe of Savoy made the moſt 


generous efforts in favour of that of Auſtria. 
The treaty of alliance concluded in 1703, 
betwixt the late king of Sardinia and the em- 
peror Leopold, no leſs badly executed, with 
regard to the aſſiſtance promiſed, than imper- 
fectly accompliſhed, with reſpect to the ceſ- 
ſions ſtipulated; and the conſiderable advances 


at that time, for the maintenance of the im- 
perial troops in Piedmont, not as vet reim- 


burſed, are authentick monuments of the 
gratitude of the court of Vienna. 

Such was the treatment, which the late 
king Victor received from it, in quality of a 
oo „faithful 
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« faithful and uſeful ally: but ſcarce had the 
diſſolution of the league obliged him to enter 


into the pacifick meaſures taken at Utrecht, 


(where the plurality of the voices of all Eu- 
rope allotted him the kingdom of Sicily, for 
conſiderations which ought to have perpetu- 
ated the poſſeſſion of it to his remoteſt poſte- 
rity) when the court of Vienna fulminating 
againſt him, revenged itſelf upon his miniſters - 
at Vienna and Ratiſbon, in an outrageous + 
manner, and gave out decrees, as violent as 
unjuſt, without ſparing the ſharpeſt and moſt 
biting expreſſions, and without that regard, 
which is due to the dignity of a ſovereign. -_ 
© The congreſs: of Vizechs againſt which 
the Auſtrian miniſters conſtantly exclaimed, 
had - however abundantly provided for the 
ſplendor and- elevation of the emperor, by 


ſecuring, to him the conſiderable addition of. 


the Netherlands, and joining the territories 
ſituated on the continent of Italy, to thoſe 
which he already poſſeſſed in Germany. 
Beſides he himſelf, by his ſucceſs againſt the 
Turks, had far extended the limits of his 
dominions on the ſide of Hungary and Tran- 
ſilvania, So many, proſperities ought to have 
fatisfied the wiſhes of the court of Vienna; 
nevertheleſs Sicily alone, fallen to king Vic- 
tor, was {till an object ſufficient to diſturb it, | 
There was a neceſſity of yielding it by a 

treaty, which, however left a door open for 
diſpute on the part of the new king of Sar- 
dinia, Tt is thus the houſe of Savoy; was 
conſtantly deſtined: to contribute to the ag- 
grandiſement of that of Auſtria ; ſometimes 


by the moſt ſignal ſervice, and ſometimes by 


very dear ſacrifices. | 
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© Should not one have thought, that the court 
of Vienna, whoſe deſires were ſatiated by 
other princes, in emulation one of another, 
would have been at leaſt induced to do juſtice 
to the king of Sardinia, upon articles leſs eſ- 
ſential, which the wiſe diſpoſition of the con- 
tracting powers had remitted to the congreſs 
appointed at Cambray. So much condeſcen- 
dance only ſerved to augment its haughty ri- 
gour. In vain were the plenipotentiaries 
aſſembled there. The affected ſlowneſs and 
inflexibility of the imperial miniſters, not 
only fruſtrated what might have been ex- 
pected from this convention, but likewiſe 
deſtroyed all hopes of meeting with a favour- 
able occaſion of being indemnified for da- 
mages ſuſtained. 
The king of Sardinia lying, by this means, 
intirely at the diſcretion of the court of Vi- 
enna, with regard to his lawful ſatisfaction, 
experienced at that time all the weight of its 
ill-will towards him, which has never ſince 
ceaſed throwing obſtacles and conteſts of all 
kinds in the way. 

It had already pretended to put the king 
of Sardinia in the rank of ſimple vaſſals and 
feudatories, with regard · to contributions; 
and that ſolely by the private authority of , 
the emperor and his council, without any 
deliberation of the diet; and even in places, 
which have been declared independant of the 
empire by the peace of Munſter ; which is 
looked-upon as a ſacred and fundamental 
law by the whole Germanick body. = 
It has permitted the Aulick council to hear 
and encourage appeals of the vaſſals and ſub- 
* NR of the king of Sardinia, to the page | 
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of the prerogative which he enjoys by his dig- 


nity of vicar of the empire, and by the diplomas 
granted by the emperors to the houſe of Savoy. 


It has on all occaſions ſuggeſted far-fetched. 


difficulties, with reſpect to either the acquiſi- 


tions purchaſed of the emperor with money, 
or the general inveſtitures of his dominions; 


diſputing ſometimes the titles, ſometimes the- 
diſtinctions, which his houſe formerly enjoyed; 


and that, a thing almoſt unheard-of, without 


the advice of his Aulick council. 


It has eluded, by innumerable delays, the 


demand of tides and. other writings belong- 


ing to the dutchy of Montferrat; of which 


the delivery is expreſsly ſtipulated by the trea- 
ties, which confirm the ceſſion of that ſtate 5 
and twenty years ſolicitations have not as yet 
been able to obtain them. 

With a view to deprive the king of Sardi- 

nia of the means of defending himſelf, it has 

pretended to limit that abſolute power of for- 


tifying his places, which natural right, as 
well as treaties, has granted him; and it has- 


endeavoured, by artful interpretations, to alter 
the true meaning of thoſe treaties, 

It has carefully fomented, and haoghtily 
ſupported, the unjuſt pretenſions to the lands 
of the ſtate of Milan, on the confines of 
Sardinia; rejecting even all propoſals for a 
reaſonable agreement, often tendered by that 
prince. The court of Vienna affecting to keep 
that chicane always open, in order to make 
him uneaſy, and to diſturb his juriſdiction. 
In fine, the court of Vienna, watchful of 


all occaſions to provoke that of Turin in the 


moſt ſenſible parts, made choice of the mo- 


ment in which the plenipotentiaries of the 
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king of Sardinia went to do homage for that 


part of his dominions, which he holds of the 


empire, to introduce, by ſurprize, a ſtrange 
novelty, and odious diſtinction, againſt the 
eſtabliſned cuſtom, and recently practiſed to- 


wards the kings of England, Denmark, and 


Sweden: and upon the preſſing remonſtrances 
made upon this ſubject, by the rpiniſters of 
the king of Sardinia, it pretended to make 
reparation of the offence by ſome private ex- 
cuſes, and occaſionally dropped to an officer 
of the emperor's court, which he refuſed to 
confirm by any act. 

In theſe circumſtances the moſt chriſtian 
king, who, on his ſide, had long given the 


court of Vienna inſtances of the moſt ſingular 


moderation, and proofs of the wiſeſt forbear- 


ance, judged that ſuch a conduct would ceaſe 


to be laudable, the moment it became in- 


compatible with his perſonal glory, the ho- 


nour of his kingdom, and the ſupport which 
he owed to his allies. He at length had de- 
termined to declare war againſt the emperor, 
and invited the king of Sardinia to take in 


this war the ſame part, which he took in the 


motives that rendered it indiſpenſible. 
C"T BG king of Sardinia, engaged by ſo many 
reaſons to eſpouſe the juſt reſentment of his 
molt chriſtian majeſty, having moreover his 
own proper grievances to redreſs; convinced, 
by a long experience, that the maxims of the 


court of Vienna, invariable with reſpect to 


him, tended to undermine his ſovereignty, 
till occaſion offered to oppreſs him, without 
reſource; in fine, confirmed in this certainty, 
by examples capable* to alarm the greateſt 
n he has agnes, the treaty ; 3 

6 wit 
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with confidence his arms to thoſe of a prince, 
who, ſtripped of ambition, has not ſought to 
diſtinguiſh himſelf in Europe, but by his love 
for peace, and by the equity of his deſigns. 
The king of Sardinia, in quality of indepen- 
dent fovereign, is diſpenſed from authorizing, 
by examples, the meaſures which he is con- 
« ſtrained to take againſt the emperor. In 
« quality of prince of the empire, he has illu- 
« {trious ones to follow; and he will endeavour 
to conform himſelf to them, by maintaining 
* an indifloluble union with that auguſt body, 
and a perfect friendſhip with the worthy mem- 
bers who compoſe it; of the number of whom 
he glories to be. 

© It is then for the honour of his illuſtrious 
© ally, and for his own, as well as for the ſe- 
« curity, tranquillity, and happineſs of his do- 
* minions, that the king of Sardinia, after 
giving evident marks, by all his determina- 
© tions, of a ſincere deſire to maintain a good 
s correſpondence with his neighbours, and to 
« exempt his people from the calamities of war, 
now takes arms, | 

In acting by motives fo worthy of a ſove- 
_ © reign, he hopes not only to find in his ſub- 
« jects the ſame reſources of zeal, fidelity, and 
_ © valour, which his auguft predeceſſors have 
© found in them; but likewiſe, that God will 


© crown, with happy ſucceſs, the juſtice of his 
* deſigns, and protect his cauſe.“ 
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By means of the ceſſation of arms publiſbed 
in Germany and Italy, tranquillity ſucceeded 
to troubles. The armies on both ſides entered 
into winter quarters, as the generals agreed 
among themſelves; and they were wholly taken 
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up, in the courts at war, to reduce the articles 
of a dolid treaty into form, of which the foun- 


dation-work was almoſt completed. 

M. du Theil, firſt clerk in the ſecretary's 
office for foreign affairs, a firſt-rate genius, and 
a man of extraordinary merit in all reſpects, 


but particularly verſed in a perfect knowledy: 


of the intereſts of all the European princes, 


which he had made his principal ſtudy from his 
youth ; and the only perſon perhaps in the king - 
dom, who was capable of conducting ſo intri- 


cate an affair, as was that which now offered: 

this gentleman, I ſay, was made choice of by 
cardinal Fleury to go to Vienna, in quality of 
miniſter of his moſt chriſtian majeſty, to frame 


And reduce to writing the treaty, whereof the 
Principal articles were already agreed on by the 
preliminaries, which had occaſioned the ſuſpen- 


ſion of arms. M. du Theil arrived then at 
Vienna on the 19th of January 1736, with 
inſtructions and full powers very ample, He 
was extremely well received, as he had been 
impatiently expected; and after having paid his 
compliments to their imperial majeſties, he had 
ſeveral conferences with the miniſtry : from 


whence it was hoped, that he would not be 
Jong in finiſhing the great work of peace, which 
atttacted the attention of all Europe. Here 
follow the preliminaries upon which they were 
to work. - 1 


I. 
THAT king Staniſlaus ſhall * that 
he ſhall be acknowledged king of Po- 
land and great duke of Lithuania; and that 
all his eſtates, and thoſe of the queen his 
ſpouſe, ſhall be reſtored: that there ſhall be 
a general Pardon, and reſlitution of eſtates 
5 forkeited: 
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forfeited : that the provinces and towns in 


Poland ſhall be re-eſtabliſhed in their rights 


and liberties, &c. and that the privileges and 
conſtitutions of Poland ſhall be always pro- 
tected, and particularly the free election of 


their kings. That king Staniſlaus ſhall be put 


in peaceable poſſeſſion of the dutchy of Bar; 
and after the death of the great duke of Tuſ- 
cany, into that of the dutchy of Lorrain: 
that he ſhall enjoy, during life, theſe two 


dutchies in the ſame extent that the houſe - 


of Lorrain poſſeſſes them now; and that im- 
mediately after his death they. ſhall be re- 


united, in full ſovereignty, and for ever, to 
the crown of France. That his moſt chri-- 


ſtian majeſty ſhall renounce, in his own name, 


as well as in that of king Staniſlaus, alt claim 


to voting, and ſitting in the diet of the em- 


pire: that king Auguſtus ſhall be acknow- 


ledged king of Poland and great duke of Li- 


thuania, by all the powers who ſhall bel in- 
cluded i in this treaty of peace. 


3 
That the grand dutchy of Tuſcany ſhall - 
belong to the houſe of Lorrain after the death 
of the preſent poſſeſſor: that all the powers, 


who ſhall accede to the preſent treaty, ſhall. 
be guarantees for the eventual ſucceſſion : that 
the Spaniſh troops ſhall retire 'from the ſtrong 


places of this grand dutchy ; and that in their 
place art equal number of imperial troops ſhall 
be introduced, in the ſame manner as has been 
ſtipulated with regard to neutral troops, by the 
** quadruple alliance. That the houſe of Lor- 
rau ſhall remain in poſſeſſion of the dutehy 
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of Lorrain, and of its dependencies, till ſuch 
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time as it is in poſſeſſion of the grand dutchy 


of Tuſcany : that his imperial majefty ſhall 
take upon him to pay an equivalent, during 


that interval, of the revenues of the dutchy 
of Bar to the houſe of Lorrain: that Leg- 


horn ſhall remain a free port, as it is. 


| 5 | 
© That the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily 
ſhall belong to the prince who is in poſſeſſion 
of them; and who ſhall be acknowledged 


king by all the powers, who ſhall accede to 
this treaty : that he ſhall have the places on 


the coaſt of Tuſcany, which the emperor poſ- 
ſefled, as well as Porto-Longone, and that 
which the Spaniard poſſeſſed in the iſland of 


'Elbe in the time of the quadruple alliance : 


that there ſhall be a general pardon, and con- 


 ſequently a full reſtitution on all ſides. 


IV. 


© That the king of Sardinia ſhall poſſeſs, at 


his choice, either the Novareze and the Vi- 
gevanaſk, or the Novareze and the Torto- 
neze : that he ſhall moreover. have the ſupe- 
riority of the lands of Langhes, conformable 
to the liſt produced by the commander of 


Solara in 1732; and to that effect the em- 


peror ſhall renew, in his favour, the impe- 
rial diploma of the 18th of February 1690, 
and ſhall even extend the conceſſion therein 
notified, upon all the lands ſpecified in the 
ſaid liſt : that he ſhall likewiſe have the four 
eſtates of St. Fidelle, Torre Diforte, Gravido, 
and Campo Maggiore, purſuant to the ſen- 


tence pronounced by the arbiters in 1712 : 


and 
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„and that he ſhall be at full liberty to fortify, 
© in the countries acquired or yielded, ſuch. 
places as he ſhall think proper. 


. x 4, 


„That all the other critic in Italy, of 


which his imperial majeſty was in poſſeſſion 
before the war, ſhall be reſtored to him in 


tenſions on the dutchy of Mantua: and that 
his moſt chriſtian majeſty ſhall reſtore, upon 
his fide, to his imperial majeſty, and to the 
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made by his arms. 


| VI. + Video 
© That his moſt chriſtian majeſty, in conſi- 


« deration of what is above agreed on, ſhall 
* guaranty, in the beſt manner and form, the 


« pragmatick ſanction of the year 1713. 
VII. 


15 That commiſſaries ſhall be named on the 
one part, and on the other, to regulate the 


A-hmits of Alſace and the Netherlands, | in con- 


c formity to former treaties,? 


The auguſt ceremony of the marriage of the | 
moſt ſerene arch-dutcheſs Mary- Thereſa, and 


the duke of Lorrain, which was celebrated at 
Vienna the 12th of February, with rejoicings 
and extraordinary magnificence, did not how- 
ever hinder the miniſters from having frequent 


conferences: but the couriers they were > obliged 


1 | . 


full property: that his imperial majeſty ſhall 
oblige himſelf not to diſcammerate Caſtro 
and Ronciglione ; as alſo to render juſtice to 
the houſe of Guaſtalla, with reſpe& to its pre- 


empire, all the conqueſts, without exception, 
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to ſend and receive, retarded the concluſion, 


During this interval, king Staniſlaus publiſhed 
bis at of abdication | in the following form. 


STANISLA US I. by the grace of God, ling 
/ Poland, grand duke of Lithuania, &c. 

# new proofs of the inſtability of things here 
below were neceſſary, the extraordinary events 
zo hich we have continually been n to, would 
Furniſh one very remar table. 

Elevated once before to the throne of Poland, 
-ve were conſtrained to deſcend from it, by the un- 
happy fate of arms, though the validity of that 
election was ſupported by the laws of the country, 
and by juſtice. The reſclution with which we bire 
this firſt diſaſter was glorioufly rewarded, in that 
it pleaſed divine Providence to bleſs us with tze 
une of our wiſhes, in attaching us to his mii 
ebriftian majeſty by the flrifteſt ties. Aſter this 
Signal happineſs, all our views were confined to 
the enjoyment of it in an unalterable tranquillig, 
und in a perpetual acknowledgment towards the 
author of all good things. But the free wiſhes of 
the noble Poliſh nation having invited us a ſecond 
time to come and fill the vacant throne of that king- 
dom, we did not think any ſelfiſh conſiderations 
ought to influence our refuſal. The ſplendor if 
royalty did not dazzle us, perſuaded that the throne 
9s not really brilliant, but by the virtues of the 
prince who has rendered himſelf worthy of it. No- 
thing but the ardent defires and reiterated ſupplin 
cations of our noble nation could have determined us 
to go and bear once more the weighty load of govern- 
ment : our only view in conſenting was, to contri- 
bute to the felicity of our worthy countrymen, who 
gave ſuch remarkable proofs of their attachment to 

x — ceux 
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aur perſon. Mie propoſed to vurſelves to ſupport, 


with all our authority, the laws of the kingdom, 
of which one of the principal 1s, that Poland be 
governed by one born and. bred-up in the boſom of 
the country, Such mottves were the more powerful, 
as they were ſupported by the moſt chriſtian king, 
| This great monarch. neither ſpared his authority, 
nor pains to favour our free election: he even pro- 
| poſed to contribute, in a very particular manner, 
to the happineſs of our reign. We ſhall nat repeat 
here the many great efforts we have made, nor the 
dangers we have undergone, to ſucceed in our en- 
terprizes : theſe, efforts and dangers were but the 
effect of our tender affection for our country. Had 
they ſucceeded according to our wiſhes, they would 
have been for us a perpetual ſubject of joy and con- 
tentment; but unfortunately the enuy and jeatouſy 
of fome. particular perſons flood in the way 10 
thwart them. Tumult took the place of trangquil= 
lity, and diſſentions ſucceeded to that ſweet union, 
without which there is no felicity to be expected in 
a tate. Ie made fruitleſs attempts to ſur mount 


ſo many obſtacles, which diſturbed the happineſs of 
aur reign : all our pains and deſires were not cata: 
ble to deliver our country from the evils with which 
it was oppreſſed, and which were not likely ſoon to 
end. In theſe melancholy conjunctures, conſulting 
nothing but eur tender affection for the Poliſh na- 
tion, we found ourſelves ſincerely diſpoſed to ſacrix 
fice our own proper intereſts ta its tranquillity : the 
luſtre F4 a crown, and the prerogatives annexed 
_ t0 it, did not touch us ſo nearly, as the deſire of 
giving peace and quiet to our. fellow-citizens and tq 
our dear native country, 


P » 


The queſtion was, to have it acknowledged that 
Wwe Were duely elected; and that was the true mo- 
1 ie 
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tive of the war, which the moſt chriſtian king un- 


dertook : we ourſelves judged, that this formality 


was abſolutely neceſſary, ſince the privileges and 


the rights of Poland, conſiſt principally in the free 
election of their kings; and that we had engaged 
ourſelves by a ſolemn oath to maintain inviolabhy 
the liberties and privileges of the country, Me 
never could have thought of a ſeparation from our 
moſt dear countrymen, had we not ſeen, that the 


preſervation of theſe fame rights and privileges 


was ſufficiently ſtipulated by the preliminaries of 
the peace. . 


In fine, ſince it is no longer permitted us to live 
with our brethren, the only remaintng comfort be 


now have, 1s to fee that all Europe approves and 
commends our attempts, as far as was in our power, 


to procure peace and tranquillity to that noble na- 


tion; and for having concurred with the deſigns 


of his moſt chriſtian majeſty, which have always 
been to procure proper ſatisfaction, and after paci- 
Hing Poland, to ſecure the intereſts of that nation 


and ours. | 

Being therefore perſuaded, that the moſt chriſtian 
king, from motives of his tender affection for us, 
and for our noble and free country, has provided 
for every thing which concerns us, as much as we 
could deſire; we have reſolved, of our own full and 
free will, as well for us, as for our Poliſh ſubjects, 
to abſolve them from the oath of fidelity, which they 
had of their own accord, taken to us; exempting 
them by theſe preſents, from their obligations on that 
account. Me declare furthermore, that we re- 


nounce the ſovereign authority which we had over 


them by virtue of our free and lawful election; 
and we flatter ourſelves, that the Poliſh nation will 
never forget the important ſacrifice, which we now 

| | gene- 
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generouſly make, for the love we bear them, and for 
the ſake of publick tranquillity. Nothing now re- 
mains, but to conjure theſe dear compatriots to pre- 
ſerve religiouſ that precious tranquillity, and to 
flifle the remains of hatred and enmity one againſt 
another; ſo that peace and concord may for ever 


reign in our dear country. | 


The moment of our ſeparation approaches; but 


we wiſh to be ever in heart and mind in the midſt of 


our noble nation, without its being in the power 
any thing ever to ſeparate us. Me ſhall conflanthy 
ſeek, with ardour, occaſions of ſhewing effetlually 


to all in general, and to every one in particular, 


our royal good-will, - Gruen at Koniſberg, the 28th 


of Fanuary 1736, and of our reign the third. 
Signed e A | 
STANISLAUS King. 


Although this act had been given on the 28th 


of January 1736, yet it was not made publick 


till the latter end of March following. It was 


about the ſame time, that the emperor commu- 


nicated to the diet of the empire, by prince 
Furſtamberg, his commiſhoner, the decree of 


the imperial commiſſion concerning the preli- 
minaries of peace, of which here follows an 
extract. His imperial majeſty mentions all 
© which he has done to maintain peace, even 
to the prejudice of his own proper intereſt : 
upon this head he relates the whole. of what 
paſſed in 17 14, at the negociations of Raſtadt; 
and in 1722, upon account of the fourth ar- 
ticle of the quadruple alliance, His imperial 
majeſty declares afterwards, that he has'made 
extraordinary efforts, even beyond his obli- 
gations, and more than any of his predeceſſors 

| „ 
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© ever had done, to oppoſe the arms of the allied 
© crowns, who had declared war againſt him, 
© and to prevent the dangers with which the 
© empire was threatened. That the plan of 
_ © pacification projected, by the two maritime 
© powers, having paved the way to-a negocia- 
© tion, it had been thought proper to keep it 
© ſecret, with a view to accelerate the great 
© work of peace. That the change which hap- 
© pened with reſpect to Lorrain, had been ap- 
© proved by the ſaid two powers. That the 
* cefhion of Tuſcany, and the dutchies of Parma 
© and Placentia, brought more advantage to the 
© empire, than the ceſſion of Lorrain could 
s- prejudice it: the rather as the crown of France 
© has engaged itſelf not to meddle with the af. 
fairs of the empire, and to form no pretence 
© of re-union-or dependance. As for the terri- 
© tories yielded to Savoy, the rights of the em- 
© pire are preſerved in their full. That the 
© manner in which the negociations have 
© hitherto been carried on, had only for object 
© the ſpeedy re-eſtabliſhment of the general 
«- tranquillity, That the fruits of the negocia- 
< tions which were continued at Vienna with 
c. M. du Theil, miniſter from France, would 
< inceflantly appear, and regarded particularly 
© the reſtitution of the fortreſſes of the empire; 
upon which his imperial majeſty exhotted the 
" ©: ſtates to give their opinions as ſoon as poſſi- 
«Se; oc | EEE | 
On the rith of the month of April 17 36, 
the treaty of peace was ſigned at Vienna by 
the miniſters of the emperor and the king of 
France: but as it was abſolutely neceſſary, 
that the courts of Madrid and Turin ſhould 
accede, in order to give it all the ſo- 
5 idity 
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lidity which could be expected; the peace was 
not definitively concluded at Vienna before the 
18th of November in the year 1738, and pub- 
liſhed in the reſpective courts in the courſe of 
1739. This treaty, beſides, being as glorious 
for his moſt chriſtian majeſty, by the rank pre- 
ſerved to king Staniſlaus, his father-in-law, as 
for Spain, by the ſolid eſtabliſhment of don 
Carlos upon the throne of Naples and Sicily, 
was infinitely advantageous to France, in that 
it re-united Lorrain to its dominions. The 
king of Sardinia on his ſide likewiſe found his 
account in it, and wherewithal to defray the 
expences of the late war. This treaty, which 
is the work of the moſt profound politicks, with 
reſpect to the balance of power in Europe, and 
which at the ſame time does great honour: to 
the miniftry of cardinal Fleury, appeared to me 
to be intereſting enough to deſerve an abſtract 
of it here. 

This treaty confiſted in twenty articles, and 
one ſeparate article, beſides the preamble. : 
. The firſt and ſecond contained the reciprocal 


_ . aſſurances to cultivate fincerely a true friendſhip 


and a cloſe union, betwixt the emperor and the 
empire on the one part, and the king of France 
on the other; and alſo reciprocally to forget all 
hoſtilities and injuries; to reſtore conqueſts ; 


and to ſend back without ranſom the priſoners, 


if any yet remained, 


The third article laid for foundation of this: | 


treaty, thoſe of Weſtphalia, Nimeguen, Reſ- 


wick, and Baden. 


The fourth contained the preliminary articles 


ſigned at Vienna the 3d of October 1735: the 
convention made the 11th of April 1730, on 


the execution of theſe preliminaries, and that 
which 
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which was ſigned the 28th of Auguſt of the 
ſame year, for the ceflion, and actual remiſſion 
of the dutchy of Lorrain to king Staniſlaus, 
By this laſt convention was ſtipulated the reim- 
burſements and ſeveral penſions to be paid to 
the princes and princeſſes of Lorrain. 
By the fifth article the emperor promiſed 
never to purſue the diſcammeration of the 
dutchy of Caſtro and county of Ronciglione, 
The fixth article contained the act, already 
inſerted, of the abdication of king Staniſlaus; 
with three other acts ſigned at Vienna, with 
reſpect to the affairs of Poland. An act by 


which his moſt chriſtian majeſty acknowledged 


king Auguſtus; and another by which the em- 
preſs of Ruſſia and king Auguſtus acknowledged 
king Staniſlaus, 

The ſeventh article contained, in the firſt 


place, four declarations ſigned between the em- 


peror, the king of Spain, and that of the two 


Sicilies, concerning the effectuating of the 


peace. Next follows the diploma of the em- 
peror for the ceſſion of the kingdoms of Na- 
ples and Sicily, and of the ports of Tuſcany, 
to the king of the two Sicilies; for the ceſſion 
of Parma and Placentia to the emperor, and of 
the eventual ſucceſſion of Tuſcany to the houſe 
of Lorrain; and a declaration ſigned at Com- 
peigne, on the allodial rights, and the diplomas 
of the kings of Spain, and of the two Sicilics, 


for the ceſſion of Parma and Placentia, 


The eighth article contained the emperor's 
diploma for the ceſſion of the Novareze and the 
Tortoneze to the king of Sardinia, and the 
_ accefſion of that prince to the preliminaries, 
The ninth was an act of ceſſion of the duke 


of Lorrain of his dominions 3 and by the _ 
the 
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the king of France obliged himſelf to guaranty 


the pragmatick ſanction. 
Ihe ten other articles ręlated to the diſcharge 


of impoſitions and contributions, the demolition 


of ſome forts, and the e of limits to 
be made. 

After the ſeparate article which regarded titles 
not acknowledged, followed the ratifications of 
the emperor and the king of France; the acceſ- 


ſion of the king of Sardinia, with a declaration 
remitting to a further explanation the preten- 


ſion of that prince on Serravalle ; the acceſ- 
ſions of the kings of Spain and the icilies, and 


ſome other pieces beſides. 


After the king had given at Verſailles the 


28th of May 17 39, an order for the publication 


of the peace, his majeſty wrote to the arch- 
biſhop of Paris to cauſe Te Deum to be ſung, as 


2 — for ſo great an event. In con- 
ſequence, the peace was publiſhed at Paris the 


Arſt of June following, with the ceremonies 
uſual in ſuch like caſes. Next day the ſhops 
were ſhut and Te Deum was ſung, with firing 
of guns at the Baſtile, the Invalides, and at the 
Greve; where, in the evening, a magnificent 
hre-work was played off, and all the houſes 
illuminated the whole gat; 
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7 HE peace being now ſecured by ſo ſo- 
lemn a treaty, as that concluded at 


Vienna, our warriors ſuſpended their 


military ardour, to go and enjoy, in their re- 
ſpective places of abode, the ſweets of reſt and 
quiet. But count Saxe, deſirous to qualify him- 
ſelf ſtill more and more, to act in the ſtation 
of lieutenant- general, to which it had pleaſed 
his majeſty to raiſe him, applied cloſely to ren- 
der himſelf perfect in the art of commanding an 
army; and beſides conſtantly reading the au- 
thors who had written on that ſubject, he ſtudied 
two or three hours every day under the inſpee- 


tion of the chevalier Folard, whoſe company 


he preferred to that of every body elſe. Not 
but that he loved pleaſure as much as another; 


for he had a conſtitution as capable of it, as 


any man alive: but whatever occaſion. he had 
to indulge himſelf in diverſions of any kind, he 
never loſt ſight of his trade; and though he 
often did participate of what the polite folks call 
pleaſure, yet it was always, if I may fo ſpeak, in 
the military way : for it does not appear, that he 
gave himſelf much trouble about his amours; 


and it is perhaps to this rough and ſoldier-like 


manner, which does not always diſpleaſe the 


ladies, that he owes the character of a man of 


gallantry 3 
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gallantry, and which paved the way to many 
delicious intrigues. coy 


3 
* 


On his return to Paris from the laſt cam- 
paign, he reſumed his uſual occupations, and 


made remarks on the military operations which 
he had ſeen performed on the Rhine. This 


led him into a work found after his death, and 


intitled, Obſervations to render a flate the moſt 


fmriſhing in the world. This manuſcript re- 


mained in the hands of the count Friſe, his 
nephew; as alſo another, which he named His 
Reveries. This laſt was a complication of ſpe- 


culations on the art of war; of which the de- 
tail is well worthy of ſo great a genius; but it 


was not * proper to make it publick. 
As he had refuſed, in 1733, to quit the 


French ſervice for the chief command of the 
Saxon troops, which was offered him; he durſt 


not preſent himſelf at the court of Dreſden, as 
uſual; but being informed, that the marquis 
de Livry, who had been very intimate with the 
king of Poland, when he came to Paris, at ſuch 
time as he was only then prince royal and elec- 


toral, was going to make his court to that mo- 


narch, he offered to accompany, and to ſerve 
him as a guide. M. de Livry accepted the offer 
with pleaſure, and undertook to make his peace 
with the king of Poland; in which he ſuc- 
ceeded: for this prince, who is remarkably 


good-natured, who had a real and fraternal 
love for count Saxe, and all the regard of an 


equal for M. de Livry, not only forgot what 
was paſt, but likewiſe careſſed him to the high- 


eſt degree; and even granted him, to augment 
his revenues, the confiſcation of the eſtates which 


count Hoym had poſſeſſed in France. 
Pp ih -..-* _ Ihuke 
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Duke Ferdinand dying the 6th of the month 


of May 17 36, without iſſue; count Biron, who 


was then in high favour with the empreſs of 
Ruſſia, found means to get himſelf elected duke 


of Courland; and by the intereſt of Mr. Finch, 
chancellor of the ſtates, and his agent, obtained 
the inveſtiture. Count Saxe did all that was 
poſſible to oppoſe both theſe reſolutions; but 
all his attempts were fruitleſs: they would not 
ſo much as hear him; and he was obliged to 


give way to the torrent. 


The marriage of madam Louiſa- Elizabeth 


of France, with don Philip, infant of Spain, 


then duke of Parma, Placentia and Guaſtalla, 
is an epoch, which made this year remarkable. 


On the 23d of July 1739, the marquis de la 


Mina, ambaſſador extraordinary from Spain, 
made the demand of this princeſs at Verſailles. 
The contract was ſigned the 25th, and on the 


26th the ceremony of the marriage was per- 
formed with alf imaginable pomp and magnifi- 
cence, in the chapel of the caſtle; where the 


duke of Orleans, by way of proxy, eſpouſed 


that princeſs; who, on the firſt of Auguſt fol- 
lowing, to the great regret of the whole court, 


left Verſailles to go to Spain, after ſeveral re- 
joicings and publick entertainments upon that 


occaſion. Pos DR 
Much about that time, count Saxe having 


made a trip to Chantilly, and being at the 


rendezvous of a hunting-match, where they 


refreſhed, it happened by chance, that none 
preſent had a cork- crew: on this he called for 
a farrier's nail, and having twiſted it round his 


fingers, he directly pulled out with it the corks of 


fix bottles in preſence of the duke, who was much 


ſurprized. 
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Hiſtory of Maurice Count Saxe. 218 
ſurprized. The facility with which he had gone 
through this operation, engaged others to make 
a. trial; but none of them ſucceeded: for he 

had ſuch an extraordinary ſtrength: in his hand, 
that having one day ſtopped in a village to get 
one of his horſes ſhod, he made them bring 
him five or fix horſe-ſhoes ; which he broke 
one after another, The farrier imagined, upon 
the breaking of the firſt and ſecond, that it was 
owing to ſome defect in the iron: but when 
he ſaw that others, which he had carefully 
choſen, went the ſame way, he ſuſpected that 
there was ſomething ſupernatural in it, and 
would give him no more to try. When his 
horſe was ſhod, he threw a crown of ſix livres 
to the farrier for his payment, and to make him 

amends for the broken ſhoes. While count 
Saxe was getting into his chaiſe, the farrier 
lily gave the piece a ſtroke with a chiſſel in 
the middle, and bringing it, broken in two, be- 
fore the count, My lord, ſaid he, here is a 
© crown, which is as bad as my ſhoes.” The 
count, ſurprized to have. found his maſter for 
ſtrength of wriſt, ſince it is much more diffi- 
cult to break a crown than a horſe-ſhoe, threw 
him another crown: but: reflecting that the far- 
rier went into his forge, before he preſented it 
broken, the. count diſcovered the cheat, and 
purſued his journey. _ 4 
On his return from Chantilly, he ſtopped to 
dine at St. Denis; and after dinner, went to 
viſit the abbey. When he viewed the mauſo- 
leum of Louis XIV. he could not help being 
ſtruck with the ſight of the remains of this 
grand monarch; the terror of his enemies, and 
the darling of his people: his great actions, 
his victories, his battles, and the es: 1 
his 
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his ſoul, all came freſh to the count's memory; 
and be told thoſe who accompanied him, that 
he was aſtoniſhed the aſhes of ſo great a prince 


were ſo little reſpected; and that he who, during 
his life, had ſo brilliant and numerous a court, 


ſhould be thus abandoned after his death. Aſter 


ſeveral remarks upon this ſubject, he ſaid, That 
he thought the majeſty and memory of this 
great king required, that there ſhould be, at leaſt 
while the church was open, a centry of the body- 
guards upon duty near his urn: which would 
not be expenſive, becauſe ſix men, with a bri- 
gadier, would be a ſufficient guard; and they 
would be better pleaſed to have this place for a 
retreat, than the Invalides. He reſolved to men- 
tion this to M. Dangervilliers, at that time 
miniſter for war; and accordingly ſome days 
after, on giving him a propoſal for building 


barracks for the French and Swiſs guards, he 
mentioned the guard at St. Denis: but neither | 
the one nor the other took place. * 


The project relating to the barracks, which 
Was found, with ſeveral others, among the duke 


of. Grammont's papers, fell into my hands, and 


it repreſented, That in three fourths of the 
diſorders which happened at Paris, there were 


© always ſoldiers concerned, which was occaſion- 


ed by the too great liberty allowed them in the 


the few difturbances in which they were not 
concerned, were yet put to their account. 
That barracks would coſt the king little or 
nothing; becauſe the houſe-keepers, on whom 


contribute to the building of them, to get rid 
of ſuch diſagreeable lodgers. That the iſle of 
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and 


JJ . ( 9 2 ES OE. JS 


preſent method of quartering; and that even 


the ſoldiers were billetted, would willingly 
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and ſeemed by its ſituation to have been pur- 
poſely deſigned for ſuch a uſe. That the ſe- 
veral corps de guards eſtabliſhed in Paris be- 
ing only intended to keep the ſoldiers under 
diſcipline, as they would be in barracks, there 
would be no more occaſion for ſuch guards. 
That for the publick tranquillity, and for the 
advantage of the ſoldiers themſelves, it would 
be proper to order, that every ſoldier, when 
he has occaſion to come out of the barracks 
upon neceſſary buſineſs, ſhould leave his 
ſword. That the ſame diſpoſition ſhould be 
made with reſpect to the Swiſs guards, who 
are extremely troubleſome to the ne 
parts round Paris. 

This memorial was communicated to the 
duke of Grammont, who was at that time co- 
lonel of a regiment of guards. He conferred 
with cardinal Tencin upon it; but it was found 
impracticable, becauſe of the married people, 
who were very numerous in that regiment. _ 

"The duke of Biron, who by his great expe- 
rience was alone capable of. being at the head 
of ſuch a regiment, has effectually eſtabliſhed 
good order and exact diſcipline in it: not only 
by keeping up exactly to the wiſe regulation 
of - 1691, but by adding likewiſe to it all which 
the moſt conſummate prudence could ſuggeſt ; 
and particularly in the care. of having. a corps 
of ſerjeants ſo well compoſed, that their exam- 
ple alone ſuffices to inſpire every private ſoldier 

71th the ſubordination neceſſary to his ſtation, 
and to keep him within the ſtricteſt limits of 
nis duty. | 

Although count Saxe had returned from Ger- | 
many without being able to oppoſe the forced 
and illegal election of count Biron, he did not 
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however quite give up his pretenſions; which 
be hoped ftill, ſome: time or other, to make 
good, as he had on his fide the greater part of 
the nobles, and of the ſtates of Courland, with 
whom he kept a ſecret correſpondence, and was 
exactly informed of every thing which paſſed. 

Towards the end of the year 1739, he re- 
ſolved to go and paſs the remaining part of the 
winter at Dreſden; that he might be the nearer 
at hand to carry on his negociations. But the 
campaigns in which he had ſerved, the ſeveral 
journeys which he had been obliged to make, 
together with the loſs of a very valuable little 
box, which had been ſtolen from him: all theſe 
things had ſo reduced his finances, that he was 
obliged to borrow fifty thouſand livres on the 
breviate of retention, which he had obtained 
from the king upon his regiment. The mo- 
tives of this breviate are ſo much to his honour, 
that I could not omit giving them a place 
here. 5 
7211 1S day, the 3d of February 1735, the king 
being at Marli, and taking into conſideration 
the good and faithful ſervices, which caunt Saxe, 

lieutenant-general of his majeſty's armies, and colo- 
nel of a regiment of German infantry in his maje- 
ys ſervice, has rendered, and continues daily to 
render to him, in the. ſaid ſtations; and being 
willing to give him marks, how well he is ſatisfied 
with his behaviour in theſe military empleyments, 
His majeſty has aſſured, and aſſures, grants, and 
gives as a. preſent, to the ſaid count Saxe, the ſum 
of fifty thouſand livres of retention, upon his com- 
miſſion of colonel of a regiment of German infantry, 
of which he is actually in poſſeſſuon. It is his ma- 
te/ty's will and pleaſure, that in caſe the ſaid count 


Saxe 


Saxe ſhould, in the ſequel, refign his ſaid regiment, 
die in the poſſeſſiom of it," or that it ſhould other- 


: wiſe, in any manner whatever, become vacant ; he 


who ſhall be approved of by his majeſty to ſucceed 


| him in the command of the faid regiment, cannot 


be admitted, or any commiſſim granted, till he has 
 aftually paid in ready ſpecie to the ſaid count Saxe, 


his heirs, or Mans, the ſaid ſum of fifty thouſand 


livres. FHhs majeſty nevertheleſs permitting, that 
the ſaid count Saxe ſhall diſpoſe, during his life, if 
he thinks proper, of the ſaid fifty thouſand livres, 


or a part of the ſame, either by donation, will, or 


other manner, at his option, as of an effect pro- 


ceeding from his majeſty's pure liberality ; or to 
borrow in whole, or in part, the ſaid ſum, and 
to aſſign and mortgage, in the caſe of borrmwing, 
for the ſecurity of the lender, preferable to all 
creditors, heirs, or legatees, the preſent” breviate ; 
making firſt of all mention in it of the ſaid bor- 
rowing : his majeſty having, for aſſurance of what 
it contains relating to his conſent, commanded” the 
expedition of the ſaid preſent breviate ; which he 


bas figned with his hand, and ordered to be counter 
 figned by me his counſellor, fecretary of fate, and 


of his commands and finances. Stgned 
| LOUTS; 

And Inver Bauvx. Y 

Count Sars Wie fallen from his horſe i in a 

hunting- match at Mauritzbourg, this fall, by 

bruiſing his knee, had renewed the pain of the 

wound, which he received at the inn of Crach- 


nitz in 1715. He was adviſed to make uſe of 
the baths of Balaruc in France; and accordingly 


he ſet out from Dreſden, in the month of April, 


to go thither. Balaruc is a little borough in 


Languedoc, famous for its waters, very effec- 
L 2 tual 
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Hiſtory of Maurice Count Saxe. 
by againſt palſies, diſtempers of the nerves, 
and ſciatica pains, The count made uſe of 
them, and found great benefit. He afterwards 
went out of curioſity to viſit different towns in 
Languedoc and Provence; where he was re- 
ceived with all the honours due to his rank and 
quality. Having gone from Montpellier to 
Avignon, the vice-legate gave him and his re- 
tinue a moſt gracious reception: he went from 
thence to Aix, where he was equally well re- 
ceived; and being arrived at Marſeilles, the 
officer wha commanded, at that time, the gal- 
leys, made one of them go out to ſea, on pur- 
poſe to let him ſee their manner of working, 
contrary to cuſtom, or what had ever been done 
before, He went from thence to Toulon; the 
Harbour whereof admiral Matthews had blocked 
up at that time, upon account of the Spaniſh 
fleet, which had gone in there. Count Saxe 
aſked permiſſion from the admiral to go and 
view the Engliſh fleet in the road; which was 
not only granted with pleaſure, but the admi- 
ral ſent his own boat to conduct him on board: 
where he no ſooner arrived, than he was ſaluted 
with a diſcharge of the whole artillery ; which 
was anſwered by all the other ſhips of war. 
Admiral Matthews treated count Saxe ſplen- 
didly; and they drank ſeveral bumpers to the 
healths of the kings of France and England; 
and every glaſs was followed by a broad-ſide of 
the great guns, The admiral, after teſtifying 
how much he was honoured by his coming on 
board, had him conducted to land with the ſame 
formality and honours he had received when he 
came on board. 
It is ſcarcely however to be doubted, but that 
if admiral Matthews could have foreſeen 2 
axe 
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Saxe ſhould one day give his nation ſuch a bone 
to pick, as he afterwards did, he would have 
ſent him to Gibraltar, inſtead of Toulon. 

Scarce was he returned to Paris, when news. 
came of the death of the emperor Charles VI. 
at Vienna the 20th of October 1740. This. 
event interrupted the peace, which almoſt all 
Europe enjoyed at that time, by the diff rent 
intereſts which ſeveral German potentates. took. | 
with regard to that rich ſucceſſion. 

While the arch-dutcheſs Mary-Thereſa,' the 
emperor's eldeſt daughter, and ſpouſe to tlie 
grand duke of Tuſcany; cauſed herſelf to be 
proclaimed queen of Hungary and Bohemia, 
dutcheſs of Auſtria, and fovereign princeſs of all 
the provinces and hereditary countries of the 
late emperor her father, purſuant to the order 
eſtabliſhed by the pragmatick ſanction, upon. 
which ſhe' founded her title; the elector of 
Bavaria publiſhed a manifeſto the 3d of Novem- 
ber following, by which he proteſted againſt 
all which the arch-dutchefs ſhould do to the: 
prgudice of the inconteſtable Fights of his elec- 

toral houfe.“ 
On the other hand, the king of Pruſſia being 
defirous to take advantage of this conjunctule 
to recover the dominions to which he pretended 
a right, offered to enter into an alliance with 
the arch-dutcheſs and Ruſſia, to guarantee all 
her dominions, and to contribute to the grand 
duke her huſband's being elected emperor ; 
upon condition that ſhe would reſtore to him a 
part of Silefia, which he claimed. But this 
monarch ſeeing that the miniſtry of the court 
of Vienna haughtily rejected his propoſals, he 
| left Berlin in the month of December following, 
L 3 ta- 
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to put . himſelf at the head of his army, and 
marched into Sileſia, after having juſtified this 
ſtep by the following manifeſto. 


C a a a 


* 


. + 100 
3 dos of Wo us. 


C 


* 


WE Frederick, Kc. As it * leaſed FO 


Almighty to take from this world the 


emperor Charles VI. and that by this means 


the empire, and the moſt auguſt houſe of N 


Auſtria, remain without a head; ſo that the 
latter, conſidering the extinction of the male 


line, finds itſelf likewiſe, on account of the 
ſucceſſion to its dominions, much expoſed to 


dangerous troubles; of which a part have 
manifeſted themſelves already, and others ſtill 


are ready to break out: 


As we have moreover always taken part 


in what tended. to the good and preſervation 


of the dutchy of Sileſia; the rather as it ſerves 
for a barrier to our dominions; and that this 
province might, in particular, be expoſed to 


the ſame troubles, and, be invaded, to our 


very great prejudice, as well as to that of our 


frontiers, by thoſe who form pretenſions to 
the hereditary dominions of the houſe of Au- 

ſtria; from wWhence the flame of war might 
extend itſelf to our own territories, and ex- 
poſe them to evident danger: _ 
< Wherefore, in order to prevent conſe- 
quences ſo dangerous, upon the appearance of 


a general war "with which Europe is threat- 


ened; and to provide for the defence of the 


dominions which God has given us, as well 


as for that of our ſubjects, conformable to the 
principles of natural right, which permits all 


and every one to be watchful of their own 
prefervation ; as alſo to prevent divers views, 
* which 
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© which, are partly kept concealed, but of 
« which ſome have already manifeſted them 
6 ſelves, and may prove prejudicial to us; and, 
© in fine, for very important reaſons on our 
part, which we ſhall-not fail to make publick 
in due time, we have thought proper to cauſe 
our troops to enter the dutchy of Sileſia, in 
order to cover it from W invaded or 
attackec. 

And as by ſo doing 1 we have no intention 
© to prejudice in the leaſt her majeſty the queen 

of Hungary, with whom we are reſolved to 
«© keep a ſtrict friendſhip, as well as with- the 
© whole Auſtrian houſe; and to do her and 
© them all manner of good offices, in imitation 
of our anceſtors ; and as it will ſufficiently: 
appear in proper time, that ſuch only is our 
6 n and that we are beſides actually buſied 

in explaining .ourſelves upon this occaſion 
0 wi her majeſty the queen of Hungary. For 
this reaſon the inhabitants of the dutchy of 
« Sileſia, and of the incorporated provinces, of 
© whatever religion or condition they are, may 
ce aſſured, that they have no hoſtility to ap- 

prehend on our part, nor on that of our 
troops; but that, on the contrary, they ſhall. 
be maintained in their rights, liberties, and 
privileges, as well publick and private, as 
eccleſiaſtical and civil; that they ſhall have 
the benefit of our royal protection in its full 
extent; that we ſhall give ſtrict orders, that 
our troops obſerve the moſt exact diſcipline, 
and that no perſons be moleſted nor troubled 
in the pexceable poſſeſſion of what belongs to 
them. 
++; S400 Hi cher hand, as we enter Sileſia 
without any deſign of -eommitting the leaſt 


L4 8 hoſtility, 


* 


r 
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«* hoſtility, but only to ſupport its inhabitants; 
© preſerve their properties, and provide for the 

© tranquillity of that dutchy, which is equally 

< neceſſary to us; we are in great hopes, that 

they will undertake nothing that may be con- 

< trary to theſe gracious offers, and marks of 


© friendſhip; or that can oblige us, contrary. 
to our inchnation, to take other meaſures: in 


© which caſe they cannot impute, but to them- 
ſelves, the bad conſequences which may re- 
$ ſult from them: Signed DTS 
FREDERICK, 
At Berlin this fir of nne 1740. 


8 no difficult matter To the king of 


Pruſſia to enter Sileſia, and to take poſſeſſion 


of ſeveral places; as they ſurrendered without 


reſiſtance, having but weak gariſons in them; 
which however were commodious — for 
winter quarters to his army. 

Sileſia is a dutchy of Germany, one of the 
largeſt in Europe: it is bounded by Poland, 
Bohemia, Moravia, Brandenbourg and Hun- 
gary: it is divided into higher and lower; and 


Breſlau, the capital, is fituated on the Oder *.: 


it is one of the richeſt towns in all Germany 
by its commerce in woollen manufactures, 


The ſquares, churches, and other publick 


places are magnificent ; particularly the town- 
houſe, which is a ſtately piece of architecture, 


and has a tower called the clock-tower, which 


is eſteemed the moſt beautiful, the higheſt, and 

the moſt regular in, the whole country: e 
| JI$: © - 2148; 

* A confiderable river in Germany, which takes 


its ſource in Moravia, and throws itlelf 3 into the ſea 
by three different mouths, 


time 


0 
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time the hour ſtrikes, a concert of ſeveral, 
trumpets and other inſtruments is heard in a 
high gallery. The dutchy of Sileſia is an an- 
cient fief of the kingdom of Bohemia, and was. 
formerly divided into ſeveral little ſovereignties,. 
governed by dukes, vaſſals of the kings of Bo- 
hemia. Theſe dukes Had agreed with the elec— 
tors of Brandenbourg, that, upon failure of heirs 
male, they ſhould ſucceed to their dominions : 


but the houſe of Auſtria being called to the 


throne of Bohemia, pretended that thoſe agree- 
ments were abſolutely null, in as much as they 


had not, been approved by the ſovereign, to- 


whom the poſſeſſors were vaſlals : and the an- 
ceſtors of the king of Pruſſia not being in a 


condition to make good their claim by force of 


arms, they were obliged to diſſemble. How- 
ever they took care, at certain conjunctures, 
to renew their pretenſions; and ſeveral times 
refuſed large ſums of money, which the court. 
of Vienna. offered them, to give up their rights. 

The empreſs of Ruſſia, heretofore dutcheſs-- 
dowager of Courland, died alſo towards the- 
end of this year 1740. By her will ſhe had 
named for ſucceſſor to. the throne, John, of 
Brunſwick-Lunenbourg, her nephew, an in- 
fant, only ſome months old at that time, and 


declared count Biron regent of the empire. All. 


the great men murmured, that this choice 
ſhould have fallen upon a ſtranger; and that 
new regent. abuſing his autho. ity, by removing 


all thoſe from court who he thought could put 


a ſtop to his ambitious deſigns, was at laſt ar- 


reſted on the gth of November. 3 and princels 


Anne of Brunſwick, the young emperor” Ss mo- 


ther, proclaimed regent of the empire of Ruſſia 
bs the Rates then aſſembled. They at the recs: 
| Ls name 


4 


* 
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named commiſſaries to prepare artieles of f im- 


peachment againſt count Biron * ; Who was 
cloſely confined, with his wife, his children, 
and two brothers, in the caſtle of Schuflel- 
—_ 

It is not the work of peace, which Nuftrate 


either miniſters or generals: their names, in. 


that happy time, do not paſs the limits of the 
Rate to which they are attached. Strangers are 
little ſolicitous of knowing, who are at the 
head of government in a peaceable country : 


there muſt be revolutions, and extraordinary | 


tranſactions, to make them the objects of pub- 
lick attention; and war is the ſcene in which 
they become confpicuous. Hence it often hap- 
pens, that miniſters and generals are the ſole 
inſtruments of publick troubles and. calamities, 
It is no hard matter to find one, who ſacrifices 
to his ambition the happineſs of a ſtate, with 
the care of which he is intruſted, for the mere 
pleaſure of acting a great part on the ſtage of 
the world, and to live in hiftory. Another, 
the deb en victim of avarice, which devours 
him, hopes to find reſources in times of confu- 
ſion, which he could not expect, while things 
were in a ſettled ſtate, That warrior who de- 
teſts peace, becauſe it ſtands in the way of his 
promotion, and who makes glory to confiſt in 
the execrable art of knowing > foo to cover 
himſelf with blood and duſt, breathes nothing 
but war, and engages the ſovereign, whom he 


* Several people have confounded this count 
Biron with the illuſtrious family in France of that 
name: but he is originally of Denmark, and came 
to the Ruſſian court by means of prince Menzikoff, 

$6 who he was attached, 


fer ves, | | 


wy 
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ſerves, to adopt his falſe principle. Happy the 
kings who, in'imitation of the glorious\monarch 

now reigning oyer France, know how to chuſe 
miniſters and generals, whofe wiſdom, and pru- 
dence warrant the happineſs of their ſubjects. 
But as it is not my buſineſs to examine here, 
whether the miniſters and generals had a greater 
hand than the ſovereigns themſelves, in the war 
which made all Europe arm in 1741, I thall 
confine myſelf to facts. 

Though the beginning of this year was ex- 
tremely rough and ſtormy, the king of Pruſſia 
nevertheleſs puſhed on, and eftabliſhed- himſelf 

in Silefia with an aſtoniſhing rapidity. Ihe 

queen of Hungary, in order to put a ftop to his 
progreſs, fent 'thither a confiderable body of 
troops, under the command of veldt-marſhal 
count Neuperg. That general, much ſuperior 
in forces to the king of Pruſſia, imagined he 
could oblige him to raiſe the blocade of Brieg; 
which he had undertaken. But this monarch, 
far from avoiding to meet with the Auſtrians, 
ſought, and beat them on the roth of April, at 
the village of Pompits, over- againſt Molwits; 5 

where they had their head quarters. The ſur- 

render of Brieg, one of the greateſt and faireſt 
towns of Sileſta, was the conſequence of gaining 
this battle. 

Count Saxe no ſooner learned the diſgrace of 
count Biron, than he thought of reviving his 
pretenſions upon Courland. For this reaſon 

be ſet out for Dreſden, with a view to make 

ſome new attempts to gain the Poliſh miniſtry :_ 
but'perceiving that the republick, far from ap- 
proving of his proceedings, was quite averſe to 
them, and had even already made choice, in 
% yay” of a ſucceſſor to count Biron, be went 
EC ine zen 
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incognito to Ruſſia, to feel their pulſes there: 
but that journey ſucceeded no better than others: 


and all being in a combuſtion at that court, he 


thought proper to make the beſt of his Way 
back to France. 


In the mean time cardinal F leury, who had 


made choice of count Belliſle to go in quality of 


ambaſlador from France to the diet of. Franc- 
fort, at the time of the election of an emperor, 


charged him with different negociations at all 


the German courts: and. this count, havin 


been made marſhal of France the 11th of Fe- 
bruary, ſet out the 3d of March following, ac- 
companied by the chevalier Belliſle, his brother, 


to execute the orders which he had received. 
The elector of Bavaria perceiving, that the 
queen of Hungary was obſtinate in refuſing the 
demands, which he proved to be foundgd on 
Juſtice, had recourſe to France; who Ale 
a treaty of alliance with this prince: by which 
his moſt chriſtian majeſty agreed on the ſuc- 
cours he was to give him in men and money; 
and on the reſpective operations, as things hap- 
pened to fall out. That elector, informed of 
the preparations which were making at the 
court of Vienna for the coronation of the queen 
of Hungary at Preſbourg, cauſed a ſecond pro- 
teſt to be notified to the Rates of that kingdom; 
in which he repreſented, among other things, 
That his ſerene highneſs was informed, the 
moſt ſerene arch-dutcheſs and grand dutcheſs 


crowned queen of Hungary by the ſtates of 
that kingdom, in quality of hereditary princeſs 
and queen, by virtue of the diſpoſition. of the 

pragmatick ſanction: that having never ac- 


Dor ae 


* * trary, 


of Tuſcany had reſolved to cauſe herſelf to be 


wee this ſanction, but, on the con- 


Hiſtory: ef Maurice Cvunt Saxe. 229 
« trary, conſtantly oppoſed it by writings upon 
call occaſions, in his own name, and in that 
« of his houſe, communicated to; the empire, 
« as well, as to the late emperor, he could not 
with indifference Iook- upon the act of coro- 
« nation, projected by the moſt ſerene arch- 
c dutcheſs and grand dutcheſs of Tuſcany and 
« conſequently found himſelf obliged to proteſt 
« ſolemnly againſt that unlawful. enterprize: 
© reſerving.to. himſelf, in the beſt form poſſible, 
« as well as to his maſt ſerene houſe, the rights 
« which appertained to, him, and which were 
© ſuch, that, being duly examined by the ſtates 
of Hungary, they muſt plainly fee the prag- 
© matick ſanction, which they accepted in 1723, 
to be intirely deſtitute of foundation; and. 
that, on the contrary, the hereditary right, 
which the houſe of Bavaria has received from 
their own proper kings, is inconteſtable ; that 
therefore the ſaid ſtates could ſo much. the 
leſs avoid approving the part, which. his elec- 
toral highneſs takes to guard himſelf, by this 
ſolemn proteſtation, againſt all wrong and 
prejudice : that in the commiſſorial deeree 
of the 18th of October 1731, which the late 
emperor addreſſed to the empire, to demand 
the guarantee of the pragmatick ſanction, his 
imperial majeſty expreſsly declared, that this 
guarantee was neither to hurt, nor do injury to 
ay body, Sc. 

The journey which count Saxe had ade 
into Germany, only ſerved to let him know, 
that Courland was deſtined to prince Louis» 
Erneſt of Brunſwick-Lunenbourg. As ſoon as 
he returned to Paris, he employed M. Diſkau, 
an officer in his regiment, to go to Mittaw, and 
wy on his part the following 2" 1 
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* Piper of Maurice Count ane. 


* WE Maurice count Baxe, duke of Cour: 
land and Semigallia, to all whom theſe 
£ ee may concern, greeting. As it has 
© pleaſed divine Providence to call us to the 
< eventual ſucceſſion of the dutchies of Cour- 
land and Semigallia, by the free and unani- 
mous choice of the nobles and ſtates of theſe 
dutchies, we ſhould think we falled in what 
we owe to ourſelves, and to the honour of 
that choice, were we to remain ſilent at a 
time, when the ſame hand which had put an 
uſurper in our place, is ready, after pulling 
him down, to confirm the firſt injuſtice by a 
ſecond, and to dreſs it with the apparent for- 
malities of an election. 

Courland, in poſſeſſion for ſeven ages of 
the right of chuſing its fovereigns from among 
the grand maſters of the Teutonick order, 
frightened, in 1561, with the power and am- 
bition of the great dukes of Muſcovy, thought 
proper to put itſelf under the protection of 
the king and republick of Poland; and with 
this view gave a power to Gotthart Kettlers*, 
grand maſter at that time, to treat with Si. 
giſmond- - Auguſtus, king of Poland ; in which 
treaty it was ; ſtipulated, that Gotthart ſhould 
remain ſovereign prince of Courland, under 
the title of duke; and that the title, with the 
« ſovereignty, ſhould be tranſmitted to his male 
s "deſcendants to the end of time. | 

„Thus Courland united itſelf. voluntarily 

< with the republick of Poland; but as an im- 

mediate ſovereign fief, to enjoy, under the 
ſhelter of this union, all its ancient rights and 
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the laſt" of the 
tlers, made Poland think of dividing Cour- 
land into palatinates, and of re-uniting it 
directly to the republick. But the Courland- 


Hiſtory ef Maurice Count Saus. 2:33 
privilewss, and to preſerve for ever its liberty, 
and the form of its government. This treaty 


was confirmed by the ſolemn oath of Sigiſ- 
mond- Auguſtus, and ratified by the repub- 


„In 66. the great age * duke Ferdinand; 
efcendants of Gotthart Ket= 


ers, juſtly alarmed with the thoughts of a re- 
union, ſo contrary to the treaty of union, 
and which undermined the foundations of 
their religion and liberty; and being at the 


ſame time threatened by another power, no 


| leſs near than formidable, to have a maſter 


put over them by a military force; bethought 
themſelves of chuſing a ſucceſſor to duke Fer- 
dinand, in order to remove all pretence of | 
violence. 


The nobles and ſtates fixed . their hate 


on us; and, being convoked in a general diet 


at Mittaw, the 5th of July the ſame year, 
they did us the honour, by their unanimous 


ſuffrages, of naming us eventual ſucceflor to 
theſe dutchies. By the moſt ſolemn act they 
choſe us to be their ſovereign, after the death 


of duke Ferdinand; and by mutual and in- 


diſſoluble bonds we bound ourſelves to one 
another: and the diploma of our election is 
perhaps, of all the titles which a ſovereign 
can produce, the moſt lawful and the moſt 
inviolable. : 
The honour of ſuch a choice had not hin- 
dered us from perceiving the dangers attend- 
ing it; but we thought ourſelves the more 
obliged to ſhare them With a people, who 
gave 


* 
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gave us ſo ſignal a mark of confidence: and 
we had reaſon to believe that Poland, by 


conſidering its own intereſts, would give up 


ill-grounded pretenſions, and would never 


ſuffer Courland to receive a maſter from 2 


foreign hand by force. 


© The event ſhews how far. aafon and. 11. 
vate intereſts are capable of prevailing over 
juſtice and the general good. Deſerted by 

Poland; attacked by the Ruſſians; and — 


affected ſtill with the misfortunes of Cour- 
land than our own, we were forced to yield 
to neceſſity, and to abandon, in ſpite of us, 


a country in which we would have ſhed. our 


laſt drop of blood, could we have done it 


with the leaſt utility. But this was not till 
after the ſtates of Courland had confirmed, in 


a ſecond diet, the diploma of our election; 
the laſt and only proof they could give to 


Europe of the liberty of their firſt choice, and 
to us, of the e of their affection and 


attachment. 
We had no means now left of pooling an an 
involuntary election, into which the Cour- 


landers were dragooned by the Ruſſians; but 


by proteſtations, the only reſource of the 
weak: but even that way was ſhut againſt 


us by the power of our enemies. The perſons 
whom we ſent to proteſt againſt the violent 


election of count Biron, were denied acces, 
or carried- off by force: fo that we were even 
deprived of giving in our repreſentations. 


As it would in ſome meaſure be giving our 
ſanction to the injuſtice already done us, and 
now ready to be confirmed by another, were 


we to remain ſilent; we ſhould be deficient 


in what we owe. to ourſelves, and to the ſo- 
lemn 
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lemn act which reciprocally binds Courland 
and us for ever. It would be giving up the 
moſt lawful of all titles, which no forced 
conſent can mmm and no tract of time 
prefenibe. 

© It is for theſe nnen that, tilb i it plesſes | 
God to cauſe | the juſtice to be rendered us, 
which is our due, we here proteſt, in the 
face of the whole world, againſt all election 
made, or to be made, of a duke of Courland 
to our prejudice, and contrary to all right. 
In fine, we declare that our enemies ſhall be 
alone anſwerable for the violence which they | 
offer to - Courland and to us: reſerving to i 
ourſelves all our rights, which ſtill ſubſiſt, and 
© will for ever ſubſiſt, intire. We have for bo 
theſe preſents the ſeal of our arms, and joined 
the diploma of our election, that the whole 
may be publiſhed, where- ever it may be 
thought neceſſary. Done at Faris, the Sth 
of May rh Signed: 

7 ————ůĩů— Saxk, 
And ne > Ds PAULY.. 


While M. Diſkau was 4 Mita, making 
the above proteſtation, count Saxe was at Paris 
under the moſt dreadful uneaſineſs, on account 
of that officer: for after what had happened to 
thoſe who had undertaken the ſame commitf- 
ſion formerly, it was certainl Fn molt deſpe- 
rate attempt imaginable in M. Diſkau, who 
riſked no leſs than the loſs ofthis: head. But 
while the council was aſſembled, to deliberate 
on the puniſhment which a temerity, without 
example, deſerved; he found means, aſter doing 
his buſineſs, to get out of Mittaw, and the do- 
n GY with as much good 2 
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as addreſs. As he had, before he left Paris, fixed 


on the time for his notify ing this proteſtation, 
Count Saxe ſaw that day arrive with dread; 


and his friends, who perceived an unuſual me- 


lancholy in his countenance, could not forbear 
-aſking the cauſe. | Alas! Jaid he, perhapsthis 


very moment. Ditkau, the poor Diſkau, loſes 


0 his life for me.“ He was not eaſy, till he ſaw 
this officer ſafe arrived at Paris; where he with 
pleaſure heard from him all which had paſſed; 
and what contrivance he had made uſe of, fo 


as to execute his commiſſion without failing in 


1 leaſt punctilio. 


It was about the ſame time chat tha midi. | 


| Karies, appointed to examine the grievances laid 
to the charge of count Biron, having made 
their report to the council of regeney, the fol- 


lowing declaration __—_— in the name of _ 


FO: of Ruff. ä 


: Tuar bis ORE? majeſty FRF ſuff. 
ciently made known, by his manifeſto 
6 of the a of November laſt, the reaſons 
„ which induced him to diſmiſs he late duke 
of Gourland fr om the regency. of this empire, 
„and to have him arreſted, his imperial maje- 


6 Ky might have then puniſhed bim for his 
crimes, conformable to the laws of the em- 
effect of 


pire; but that, mevertheleſs, by a 
his natural. clemency, he was willing to grant 
him the means of providing for his defence, 
and of producing ſuch - evidences, as might 
tend to his juſtification. 

That his imperial majeſty laving accord- 
ingly eſtabliſned a particular commiſſion to 
interrogate the ſaid regent, and carefully exa- 
mine his reaſons of juſtification, it bas ap- 
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peared, that the ſaid regent has not only been 
attainted and convicted of all the crimes im- 
puted to him; but hkewife that he has de- 
. himſelf, and freely confeſſed, what 
follows. 

I. That Waring — late icknaf 1 the 
moſt illuſtrious and powerful dame and 
empreſs, our moſt doh grand aunt, far from 
employing his care to endeavour, according 
to his duty, to preſerve ſo precious a life, he 
was only attentive to procure himſelf the re- 


gency of this empire during our minority, to 


the excluſion of their imperial highneſſes, our 
moſt dear father and mother, to whom alone 


the regency could belong, according to the 


laws. That with this view he had not only 
inceſſantly amportuned her imperial majeſty, 


that ſhe might truſt him with the regency; 


but that, having perceived ſhe was at ferft 
averſe to it, he had practiſed, the moſt enor- 
mous intrigues, more fully ee in 


the acts, to accompliſh his ends. 


II. That he converted immenſe S ant 


other precious things in the imperial treaſure, 
to the irreparable prejudice of the empire; 


and remitted the greater part thereof itosfo- 
reign countries, to ſupport his private views; 
the which he always preſuriptuouſly preferretl 
to the true intereſts of the Ruſſian empire. 
III. That on all occaſions he, as well as 
his family, has always ſhewn a great con- 


tempt for the perſons. of their imperial high- 


neſſes's, our moſt dear father and mother”; 


notwithſtanding the expreſs orders of our moſt 
dear grand aunt the empreſs, of glorious me- 


mory, who recommeneded to him to bear 


waſh all the * which is their due. 
That 
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That he had not only endeavoured to alienate 


their imperial highneſſes, by ſpreading for 


them; but as he had likewiſe remarked, 
that the general wiſhes were for having the 
regency of this empire put into the hands of 
her imperial highneſs, our moſt dear mother, 
an unbounded ambition had made him f 
forgetful of God and himſelf, that he did not 
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© perial highneſſes; to threaten them, and even 
© to ſay, that he would treat them as other 


« ſubjects. That, more than this, he has had 


© the temerity to challenge our dear father to 
© fight a duel; and by all unworthy means has 
© forced him to lay down the poſts he had in the 
. army, and in our body guards. That he has 

* placed about their imperial highneſſes crea- 


-< tures of his own, as ſpies, in order to be ex- 


< actly informed of all their actions and ſteps, 
© That, in fine, he has had the audaciouſnefs 
to ſeize and carry from the apartments of 


© their imperial highneſſes, without their know- 


© ledge and without any lawful cauſe, perſons 
and domeſticks, whom they entruſted with 
their moſt eſſential affairs: that he has cauſed 
them to be conducted to the fortreſs, and 


there interrogated, and put to the torture, 


which might have ſerved for a pretext to ex- 


ecute the treachery he was contriving againk 
our molt dear parents. 


IV. That he has not only tranſgreſſed the 
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nances, contrary to the intention of her im- 
_ mazelty of glorious memory, who ex- 
s prefely 


the love and reſpect of the nation towards 


that purpoſe, all forts of calumnies againſt 


bluſh to talk very unbecomingly to their im- 


probably to diſcover, by that means, things 


laws of the empire, and the anterior ordon- 
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preſsly ordered him not to deviate in the leaſt 


from them: but has even intirely changed 
them as he thought proper [particularly when 


it ſuited his factious views. That he has 


cauſed proſecutions to be carried on in an 
odious and iniquitous manner; not onl 

againſt the forementioned domeſticks, but 
likewiſe againſt officers of diſtinction, and 
other perſons of note, without their having 
committed any crime; but only becauſe, by 
an effect of their duty and Mal for us, and 
our dear parents, they expre 
probation of a conduct, ſo odious to God, 
and to the nation. That to execute his cri- 


minal views with more certainty, he had 
formed a deſign intirely to exclude from our 


Preobraſchenſki and Semonowki guards, the 


greater part of the principal nobility ; who 
have ſerved in them with ſo much fidelity 


ſince the eſtabliſhment of theſe two corps, 


aug put in their places perſons” of low ex- 


+ V.iAs for what, in ſhort, ande all his 


other criminal views, and which he has con- 
feſſed, they are of ſuch a nature; that if God, 
by his grace, had .not diſappointed them in 


time, the peace and quiet of our ſubjects 


would have not only been diſturbed, but like- 
wiſe our perſon, and thoſe of our moſt dear 
parents, would have been expoſed to very 


dangerous attempts: and all this without 


making mention of divers. other enterprizes 
which he had projected, to the general pre- 
judice of our empire, and of our ſubjects; as 
may be ſeen more amply and very expreſgy 


in the acts, and by his own proper confeſ- 


_ which he has n ſigned; :: 
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As it evidently appears from what has been 


late regent, that he has not only tranſgreſſed 
the laws of the empire, and defrauded our 
treaſury in a manner almoſt unheard of, but 
alſo rendered himſelf guilty of high treaſon, 
and perfidiouſneſs towards us and our empire; 
which crimes are puniſhable by death, accord- 
ing to divine and human laws: the late Tepent 


„CCC 0,0... 


rather, as he has violated the oath by which he 


for the goodneſs of her imperial majeſty of 
glorious memory, who raiſed him from nos, 
thing to the higheſt dignities, he ought faith- 
fully to have ſerved this empire, and rendered 
to our moſt dear parents, and to the whole 
imperial family, the reſpect which is due to 
them. Nevertheleſs we have been willing, 
as well to ſhew that we are more inclined to 
clemency than to rigour, as in conſideration 
of his having freely acknowledged and con- 
felled all his crimes, to grant him his life; 
and we have ordered, that he ſhall be con- 
fined in a perpetual priſon, with his whole 
family, who are likewiſe guilty of high 
treaſon, &c.“ 
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This ſentence againſt count Biron was pub- 
liſhed at Peterſbourg, the 29th of April; and 


after having been made known, by order of the 

overnment, in all the towns of Ruſſia, it was 
likewiſe ſent to Courland to be notified to the 
ſtates. It is aſtoniſhing, that count Biron, who 
muſt have had his creatures, was yet regretted 


by none: on the contrary, every body cenſured 


the > indulgence of the TROP emperor, and his 


council 


now related, of the criminal conduct of the 


therefore deſerves ſuch a puniſbment, and the 


was bound to us; and becauſe, in gratitude 
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council, as a very great weakneſs. In the 


mean time this ſentence was executed againſt 
him and his family, who were all tranſported: 


to Siberia, 


Early in May, the French court gave orders 


for forty thouſand men to hold themſelves in 
readineſs to march into Germany, under the 
command of the elector of Bavaria; the troops 


fled-off towards Alſace, where the places were 


repaired, particularly Landaw, which was not 


in a good condition, The treaty of alliance 
concluded with that elector, in the beginning 
of the year, was ratified the 3d of June follow- 
ing; and the king of Poland, elector of Saxony, 
acceded, as well as the kings of Spain and 
Sardinia, with reſpect to the operations projec- 
ted againſt Italy. The Spaniſh court, in con- 


ſequence of this treaty, were to ſend troops into 
the Milaneze; under. the orders of don Philip 


and duke Montemar; during which interval 
the queen of Hungary was crowned at Preſ- 
bourg. 

Prince Louis-Erneſt of Brunſwick-Lunen- 
bourg, having gained over the Courlanders and 
Poles, to favour his intereſt, thought of nothing, 
but to haſten his election: and in order to it, 


he wrote the following letter to the director of 


the ſtates of that dutchy, the 23d of June 1741. 


S N. 
A S I was informed, in my paſſage to Peter 


bourg, that the ſlates of Courland were aſſem- 
bled; and that I could not doubt, ſince the changes 
which have happened, but they perſiſted in the de- 
an of remaining till under the ſame form of go- 
vernment, which has ſubſiſted for ſo many ages; 
and likew! fe under a regency capable of — 
them 
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them in the enjoyment of their rights, privileges, 
and liberties, as well in what regards the temporal 
as the ſpiritual ; I thought, by. the advice of ſome 
of the members, and upon the aſſurances they have 
given me of the good intentions of the whole aſſembly, 


of this occaſion, to teſtify to the ſlates with be- 


maintaining their privileges, if they happen to give 
me the preference. Wherefore 1 beg the aſſembly 

may turn their eyes upon my perſon 3 aſſuring the 
fates, that in ſuch caſe they may depend not only 


| violably maintained, but likewiſe, that 1 ſhall con- 


and with the aſſiſtance of the Almighty, ſhall en- 
deavour, in the ſequel, to free them from the griev- 
ences under which they labour, as well as from 
foreign pretenſions. All and every of the members 
of this aſſembly ought to be convinced of my good- 


will, ſince I am to them, and to you, Sir, in Jars 
| ticular, Sc. 


— 


The director of the ſtates of Conckend having 
read this letter to the aſſembly, they unani- 
mouſly reſolved to return ſuch an anſwer, as 
would be agreeable to his wiſhes. They depu- 


ſenting it, made the following ſpeech. 


1 F any aſſembly of the ſtates have had oc- 
caiion to provide with zeal for the intereſts 
of their dear country, the bappy arrival of 


A 


red it to them. From. the firſt moment that 


VVV 


convinced of all when fame had already pub- 
| | < iſhed 


and their love for their country, T ought to lay hold 


: great pleaſure I. ſhould take upon me the care of 


on having their rights, privileges, and liberties in- 


federably augment the advantages of theſe dutchies ; 


ted M. Korff to be the bearer, who, in pre- 


your ſerene highneſs has inconteſtably procu- 


we ſaw your ſerene highneſs, we were fullß 
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liſhed of your love for juſtice, and of your 
other eminent qualities. In effect, to honour 
the perſon of your moſt ſerene highneſs in 
the moſt reſpectful, and moſt ſubmiſſive man- 
ner; and if our wills were not confined by a 
ſuperior power, your ſerene highneſs ſhould 
ſoon ſee the accompliſhment of what we above 
all deſire. All our wiſhes therefore only tend 
to ſupplicate heaven for the preſervation of 
your ſerene highneſs's perſon, and the ſucceſs | 
of our enterprize; that, conformable to our 
wiſhes, we may ſoon ſee your ſerene highneſs 
reign over us, in ne of our moſt gracious 
prince.” 


E. oa 


As ſoon as monſieur Korff had pronounced 
this harangue to the duke of Brunſwick, he de- 
livered the anſwer of the ſtates of Courland ; 3 
of which here follows the tranſlation. 


— 


Me of/t illuftrious duke, mf gracious princ e and 
lord, 


JW © have been eden of the moſt gracious 
intention of your ſerene highneſs, by the letter 
which you have done us the honour to write us, 
T hat letter made an intire impreſſi ion on us; and 
the eminent qualities with which your ſerene bigh- 
neſs is endowed, and which we cannot enough ad- 
mire, have effefted in us all which the laws of the 
country, and our duty towards the king and repub- 
lick of Poland, could permit us: fo that we haue 
unanimouſly turned our eyes on the perſon of your 
ſerene highneſs, in full confidence, that his majeſty, 
as lord paramount of theſe dutchies, will approve 
M this refolution ; and we are going to ſend to court 
a deputy, in behal, f of this aſſembly, to pray his 
Yo! vr L. x” 8 na 


majeſty in the moſt ſubmiſſive and met: preſſing man- 
ner, that it would pleaſe him to gratify your: ſerene - 


highneſs with theſe dutchies, as being fiefs of Po- 
land; and gracioufly conſent that theſe ſtates may 
be preſerved, and remain under the regency, of a 


Me beg your ſerene highneſs to accept of theſe * 


imonies of our aſfection, and to allow us to remain, 
ith the moſt 1 0p en, Sc. 8 
At Mittaw the 17th of Fune 1741. 


In conſequence of this deliberation of the 
ſlates of Courland, it was reſolved, that a de- 


puty ſhould forthwith be ſent to the king of 


Poland at Dreſden; and theſe were his in- 


— 


I. AFTER the deputy of this aſſembly mall 


have offered, to his Poliſn majeſty, our 
moſt gracious king and lord, the moſt ardent 


wiſhes for the good and proſperity of his ſacred 


perſon, and of all the royal family, he ſhall 
thank his majeſty, in the moſt ſubmiſſive terms, 
for his care in the preſervation of the. rights and 
privileges of theſe dutchies; as alſo for the re- 
ſcripts, which it pleaſed his majeſty formerly 
to ſend to the members of the ſtates, to aſſure 
them that he would ſupport their liberties. 
After this he ſhall aſſure his majeſty, in the 
moſt reſpectful manner, of their inviolable fide- 


lity, as well as of the high confidence which 


they place in the clemency and beneyolence of 
his majeſty. + 
II. He ſhall moſt humbly pray his majeſty 

to approve of the reaſons which have occafioned 


him to conſent to its having the deſired e. 
: | „„ | | at 
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that the ſtates may thereby enjoy their rights 
and liberties, -and may retain their ancient form 
of regency, under the high protection of the 
kink. 5 

III. The deputy ſhall repreſent to his ma- 
jeſty, that the moſt ſerene duke Louis -Erneſt 
of Brunſwick-Lunebourg, paſſing through Mit- 
taw in his way to Peterſbourg, during the diet 
of the aſſembly, had propoſed to the ſaid affem- 
bly the turning their eyes on his perſon, that 
theſe ſtates may be preſerved under the regency 
of a prince: but that the aſſembly, in regard 
of its inviolable fidelity and duty, towards the 
king and republick of Poland, did not think it- 
ſelf authorized to declare itfelf finally upon this 
propoſal, unleſs it had his majeſty's approbation, 
as ſovereign lord. In fine, the deputy ſhall 
moſt earneſtly pray his majeſty to grant the in- 
veſtiture of this fief to the ſaid prince, who has 
offered to maintain the country in all its rights, 
privileges, and liberties; and to free theſe 
dutchies from the grievances with which they 
are diſtreſſed ; as alfo from foreign pretenſions, 
to the advantage of the crown and republick of 
Poland, &c. FF | 3% ho 2 


Count Saxe, informed of all which paſſed to 
the prejudice of his pretenſibns, did not appear 
much concerned at it; however he could not 
help making reflections to ſome friends, on the 
ingratitude of the Courlanders, for whom he had 
ſacrificed himſelf: at the fame time he thought 
himſelf ſufficiently indemnified, in having ob- 
tained permiſſion to ſerve in the army deſtined 
for Germany. He left Paris the 11th of Auguſt 
to go to Straſbourg ; from whence he went to 
join the auxiliary army of France, under the 

N . command 
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command of the elector of Bavaria, who was 


declared generaliflimo of the French troops, by 
the following letters patent, | 
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LOuls, by the grace of God, 1 of 
France, &c. Our moſt bear and wel} 
beloved brother and . couſin, the elector of 
Bavaria, baving earneſtly requeſted us to 
grant him the neceſſary ſuccours to ſecure 
him from the inſults, which he may be ap- 
prehenſive of; and to put him in a condition 
to make good the rights of his houſe; we are 
the more willingly diſpoſed to ſend an aux- 
iliary army into his dominions, as the ties of 
blood, and the union which has ſo long ſub- 
ſiſted, betwixt our crown and that houſe, 
are ſuſficient motives to intereſt us in what 
regards him in ſuch preſſing conjunctures; 
the intire confidence likewiſe, which we have 
in our ſaid brother and couſin, having deter- 
mined us to rely intirely upon him for the 
command of our ſaid army. Therefore, and 
for other weighty conſiderations moving us 
thereto, we have made, conſtituted, and eſta- 
bliſhed, and by theſe preſents figned with our 
hand we make, conſtitute, and eſtabliſh, our 
ſaid brother and couſin, the elector of Bava- 
ria, our lieutenant-general, repreſenting our 
perſon in our army in Germany, with full 
power and authority to command all our 
troops, as well infantry as cavalry, of which 
our ſaid army ſhall be compoſed; to order 
them, &c.“ Given at Verſailles the 20th of 
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The elector of Bavaria having gone from 
Mrnick to Schardingen, the place appointed 
for the rendezvous of the troops, he put himſelf 
at the head of the army, and marched towards 
 Lintz, the capital of upper Auſtria, at the 
gates whereof he arrived on the gth of Septem- 
ber. His electoral highneſs ſent a trumpet to- 
ſummons the commander to ſurrender; and he 
anſwering, That he was not' in a condition. 
a to make any defence; the Bavarian troops 
took poſſeſſion of the place next day. From: 
thence the army continued its. march towards 
Ens, which the elector likewiſe took poſſeſſion 
of: after which he paſſed the river, bearing 
the ſame name, to penetrate farther into the 
province. Phe Auſtrian troops, which were 
in his paſſage, retired upon his approach; and 
terror ſpread itſelf with ſuch rapidity, that even 
in Vienna itſelf all the perſons of diſtinction re- 
moved their beſt effects. The chancery was. 
removed to Preſbourg 3 where. the court reſided 
at that time, all the inhabitants were ſo fully 
| perſuaded of a fiege, that orders were given to 
provide it with ene for four months; 
and the univerſity had already diſplayed its ban- 
ner, to invite its members and ſubſtitutes to 
arm for the common defence of the country. 
It is not doubted, but that if the army had pre- 
ſented itſelf before Vienna at this time, but the 
elector would have become maſter not only of 
that city, but likewiſe of all Upper and Lower 
Auſtria. A conqueſt which would have pro- 
duced immenſe contributions; and which would 
not have coſt ſo much pains and blood, as that 
of Bohemia; ſince the country was deſtiture 
both of fortifications and of troops. 
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The queen of Hungary, now attacked on all 
ſides, depended on ſuccours from Ruſſia; hut 
that court being in war with Sweden, could 
not ſpare troops, having occaſion for them 
herſelf. Mean time the elector of Bavaria, 
who expected more forces ſtill from F rance, 
cauſed circular letters to be diſpatched to the 
_ ſtates of Upper Auſtria; requiring them to a. 
Lemble at . on the 2d of October, in 
order to do homage to his electoral highneſs, as 
arch- duke of Auſtria. Theſe letters were * 
the 19th of September 2741 and contained in 
e | ? | 
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houſe of Auſtria, was extinct by. the death 

© of the emperor Charles VI. and that conſe- 
quently the kingdoms and; hereditary Rates, 

formerly poſſeſſed by the emperor Ferdinand], 

were Jdeveived to him, the elector of Bavaria, 
as heir and ſucceſſor, by virtue of teſtaments, 
contracts of marriage, :concordats, &c. His 
electoral highneſs had taken poſſeſſion of Au- 

ſtria upon the Ens, which belonged to him 

by right of ſucceſſion: that accordingly he 

had entered into the capital of that province, 

in order to receive the homage of his faithful 

ſtates; and as his electoral highneſs did not 
propoſe to tarry long there, but to purſue the 
deſign of putting himſelf in poſſeſſion of the 
other kingdoms and countries, he had re- 
ſolved to receiye that homage in perſon: that, 
for this end, he had fixed on the 2d of Octo- 

ber for the ſaid ceremony; and ordered all 
his ſtates to be preſent at the appointed time, 

under pain, with e. to thoſe who * 

| . retuie 
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+ © refuſe. to appear Weur, of being treated: : as 
«© giſobedient, &c.' 


In effect the ſtates having N to Lintz 
the 2d of October, the elector of Bavaria re- 
ceived their homages in that place, with the 
uſual ceremonies and ſolemnities. 

Mean time his army, which was encamped 
at Erlacoſte grew daily ſtronger, and in a little 
while amounted to more than forty thouſand 
effective men; among whom there were twelve 
thouſand horſe, the genteeleſt and beſt equipped 
any where to be ſeen. Proviſions and forage 
abounded in this camp, which was the moſt 
beautiful that can be imagined, when count 
Saxe arrived with the firſt diviſion of the French 
cavalry, which he commanded. The whole 
army paſſed the river Ens, on the goth of Sep- 
tember; and continued its march to the banks 
of the river Ips; where it encamped the 2d af 

October. Count Saxe was detached to advance 
before, at the head of the regiments of the 
camp- maſters, Dauphin dragoons, Ratzki huſ- 
ſars, eight companies of grenadiers, and four 
independent. That general having gotten in- 
formation, in the villages through which he 
| paſſed, of the poſition of the enemy; on his 
arrival at Walſec, of which he made himſelf 
mafter, learned that the Auſtfians were on 
the other ſide of the village, to the number of 
eighteen hundred men. He went directly to 
ſeek them, and attacked, beat, and purſued 
them for a conſiderable time: he made upon 
this occaſion a great many priſoners ; amon 
whom there were dragoons of Eugene's and 
Kevenhuller's regiments. After this expedi- 
tion, in which he loſt not one man, he conti- 
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nued his march to a place along the river Ips, 
where he was informed, that ſome ſaiks or boats 
had, on the 29th of September, paſt by Molk 
in their way up the Danube. On this advice 
he puſhed forward; and having dvertaken, 


ſeized them, with all the proviſions with which 


they were loaded. The whole army left Ips 
the 15th of October to go to Molk ; and from. 


thence advanced to Saint Polten; where the 


elector of Bavaria, arriving with a numerous 
retinue, was received under ſeveral diſcharges 
of both great and ſmall guns. His electoral 


| highneſs reviewed the army; after which he 


.entertained all the general officers, who drank 


health to the crowned heads and their allies ; * 


to the Bavarian and French nations. 

It was remarked that, during this repaſt, the 
celector often addreſſed his ſpeech to count Saxe, 
and teſtified, by a thouſand demonſtrations of 


friendſhip, how well pleaſed he was to have 
him among them. His affair of Courland was 


brought upon the carpet; upon which the elec- 
tor very obligingly told him, That he ſhould 
be ſatisfied to have deſerved the ſovereignty of 
dit; and that the rank which he held in the 


* French army was incomparably uber that of 


A duke of Courland.“ 


The alarm ceaſed at laſt in Wk ben 


they learned there, that on the 23d of the ſame 
month, the Bavarian and French army had de- 
| camped from Saint Polten, and directed their 
march towards the kingdom of Bohemia. 
Count Saxe, who commanded the van-guard, 
made himſelf maſter of a ſmall town called 
Budweis; in which the Auſtrians had formed a 
conſiderable magazine. At the ſame time this 
* entered Bohemia on one ſide, the auxili- 


ary 
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ary troops of Pruſſia and Saxony entered it on 
another, as had been before agreed on. 
There was then no longer room to doubt, 
but this kingdom was to become the theatre of 
war; and the queen, of Hungary, who had 
hitherto been ignorant of the elector of Bava- 
ria's real defign, threw into it all the forces 
which ſhe could aſſemble: but it was impoſſi- 
ble for her to reſiſt ſo many enemies. 
Mean time the conferences for the election 5 
of an emperor were on the point to open at 
WS rankfort, whither they who had'a right to- 
aſſiſt, had repaired, The Pruſſians about the 
fame time made themſelves maſters of Neiſs in 
Sileſia : becauſe general Newperg, who defended | 
that town, having received orders to march for 
Bohemia, by the way of Moravia, had carried 
along with him all the troops, which he could 
aſſemble, in order to reinforce thoſe under the 
command of prince Lobſkowits., _ 
Ihe entry of the Saxon forces into Bohemia 
was preceded by a declaration of the king of 
Poland, elector of Saxony, by which he ſigni- 
_ hed; © That as. his 28 had thought proper 
to cauſe à part of his army to enter into the 
kingdoms and hereditary countries belonging 
to the houſe of Auſtria, in order to maintain, 
on one hand, the hereditary right of the queen 
of Poland, which ſhe had acquired by virtue - 
of an agreement or contract of Succeſſion, - 
irrevocably made on the 12th of October 
1703, between the late emperor Leopold, 
and the two princes Joſeph and Charles, his 
« ſons, and confirmed ſince by oath; ſo that it 
© could neither be diſannulled by the. pragma- - 
tick ſanction, nor by any other diſpoſition - 


4 whatever: and on the other hand, to obtain 
: = ſatisfaction, 
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lar and well-founded pretenfſions of his royal 
and electoral houſe, His majeſty gave inti: 


. AAA, 6 


tants of the ſaid dominions, to the end that 
they might remain peaceably in their habita- 
© tions ; with a promiſe to moleſt none of thoſe 
© who ſhould ſubmit, but on the contrary to 
« favour them, & c.“ This patent was followed 
by a manifeſto more ample and particular. 

As ſoon as the elector of Bavaria arrived at 
the camp of Horſelitz, near Prague, where the 


; i 


marquis de Gaſſion had eſtabliſhed the head 


quarters; his electoral highneſs finding all the 
avenues of the place guarded, ſent lieutenant 
neral count F urſtemberg, with a trumpet, 


Into the city, to ſummons the commander to 


ſurrender, and to offer him, as well as the 
town, a capitulation, with which he ſhould have 


reaſon to be. ſatisfied. But with threats at the 


fame time, that if he reftſed, he might expect 
to be treated with the utmoſt rigour. The 
commander, count Ogilvie anſwered, That 
* it could not be required of him to give up the 


< town and fortreſs, before the trenches were 


opened, and they had fired upon the place. 
This anfwer made the elector reſolve on carry- 


ing it by ſtorm, without waiting the arrival of 


the artillery. 

On the 25th of Worker his electoral high- 
neſs held a grand council of war, at which aſ- 
ſiſted count Rutowſki, general of the Saxon 


troops. In this it was agreed to form a falſe- 
attack towards the mount St. Laurence, and two 
real ones; of which one was to be at the place 


called the Little-Side, near Charles-gate, and the 
other 


many years to his majeſty, upon the particu- 


mation of this to all the ſubje&s and inhabl- 
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other on the ſide of the river, near the mills of 
the old town. . Accordingly count Polaſtron, 
who was charged with the falſe-attack, went 
to his poſt about an hour after midnight ; and 
kept a very briſk fire, with a view to draw the 
ſtrength of the gariſon to that ſide, which in 
effect ſucceeded. An hour after count Saxe 
began his attack; and having fixed his ladders 
to the walls, got upon the ramparts at the head 
of the grenadiers, whom he commanided : then 
cauſing all who oppoſed him, to be either killed. 
or diſarmed, he forced his way to the next gate: 
of the city, which he broke open, and gave 
entrance to the troops on that fide, both cavalry 
and infantry, who accordingly came in and 
then took poſſeſſion of all the avenues: Count 
Saxe marched after this towards the bridge, where 
they preſented him with the keys of the town, 
in the name of the commander of the citizens. 
General count Ogilvie likewiſe came directly 
to him, as well as the commander of the citadel, 
| Ne both delivered their ſwords, and furzen- 

ered themſelves his priſoners of war. 

The Saxons had at the ſame time made their 

attack near Charles- gate, with ſo much bravery, 
that notwithſtanding the vigorous reſiſtance on 
the part of the beſieged, they ſcaled the ram- 
parts, and were gotten into the town at the 
place called the Little- Side; fo that on the 26th, 
at five in the morning, Prague was wholly in 
the power of the beſiegers. | 
Prague is a large and fine city of Germany, 

capital of the kingdom of Bohemia, and circle 
of Prague; with an arch-biſhoprick, a famous 
univerſity, founded in 1347, and two good 
caſtles, It is divided into the Old, New, and 

Little town; the two firſt, which are ſituated 
M 6 | in 
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in a moſt beautiful plain, bave a communica- 
tion, by a ftately bridge upon the Mulde, a 

little river full of fiſn; and the little-city is 
ſituated on a mountain, from whence there is 

a charming proſpect. This city is famous in 

hiſtory for the battle, which was fought there 

in 1620: but it will be ſtill more ſo, on ac- 
count of taking it, at this time by ſtorm ; and 
of the famous defence made by the French in 
1742, when the Auſtrians were obliged to raiſe 
the ſiege. Prague abounds with magnificent 
buildings; among others, the palace of the 
kings of Bohemia, and the great ſquare of the 
New city, in which there is a ſtately town- 
W JJ 
All who have examined the height of the 
walls of Prague, and the good condition of the 
out- works of that place, cannot enough admire 
the happy ſucceſs of this attack. There were 
but two men wounded on the ſide of the French; 
aand the Saxons had only fourteen killed, of 
- which number was general Weiſbach, beſides 
twenty wounded. The priſoners, on the part 
of the Auſtrians, amounted to three thouſand, 
two hundred; of whom there were fourſcore 
* officers and ſixty huſſars. They found in the 
city more than a hundred great braſs cannon, 
with a large quantity of warlike ammunition. 
The elector of Bavaria prohibited pillage, under 
ſevere puniſhments; and his orders were well 
obſerved. It is however ſomething extraordi- 
. nary that in a rich city taken by ſtorm, the 
generals ſhould have been able to enforce ſuch 
good diſcipline ; and the ſoldiers ſo obedient to 
orders, that none of the inhabitants ſuffered the 
leaſt harm. : Eye 
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- The elector of Bavaria made his entry into 
Prague the ſame day on which it was taken, 
accompanied by all the principal French, Saxon, 
and Bavarian officers, with a detachmanic: com- 
manded by M. Levignan, a captain of horſe, 
in Sabran's regiment; which was to have ſup- 
ported the infantry during the attack, in caſe of 
need. The elector being arrived at the gates 
of the city, count Saxe preſented him with the 
keys. The Auſtrian gariſon diſarmed, was 
ranged along the ſtreets, through which his 
electoral highneſs was to paſs ; and the French 
and Saxon troops were poſted in the quarters 
of the town, where they had forced their entry. 
Count Saxe had placed i in the great ſquare a 
detachment of the regiments of camp-maſter 
and Dauphiny dragoons, who guarded. the 
colours which had been taken from the gariſon. 
The elector, preceded by the whole clergy 
the place, who had come to meet him, 
directly to the church of the caſtle, with _ 
of trumpet and beat of drum; where he heard 
maſs ſung by his own 1 ; and after- 
wards the Te Deum. The church was filled 
with an infinite number of people, whoſe con- 
. tinual acclamations drowned the ſound of the 
inſtruments. After divine. ſervice the elector 


remounted his horſe, and was conducted, by 


the counts Saxe and Rutowſki, to the places 
where the aſſaults had been made; after teſti- 
. fying to, the troops, who had been employed, 
how much he was ſatisfied with their noble be- 
haviour, he returned to his quarters; where 
the ſtandards were brought him by a party of 
dragoons; among whom he diſtributed a hand- 
ſome ſum of money 3 and afterwards diſpatched 
| count 


count Tavannes to carry the news to his mol 
. chriſtian majeſty. 
Two days after there was an intire e junction | 
of the French, Bavarian and Saxon troops; who 
altogether formed an army of about ſeventy 
thouſand men ; whereof ſeveral bodies were de- 
tached to obſerve the motions of the enemy, 
and to poſt themſelves in different places, 
Marſhal Belliſle, who had been obliged, upon 
account of an indiſpoſition, to remain at Dreſ— 
den, arrived from that place at Prague, the 3oth 
of November. The count de Baviere, em- 
ployed at that time in the French troops, was 
declared governor of the city; and after taking 
proper meaſures for ſettling the allied troops in 
winter quarters, great preparations were made 
for the proclamation of the elector king of Bo- 
bemia. This ceremony was fixed for the 7th 
of the month of December following; and was 
aecordingly performed that day with great pomp, 
A herald on horſeback, preceded by an officer 
of the palace, with kettle-drums and trumpets, 
as alſo by a captain of the yeomen of the royal 
guard of the country, at the head of a detach- 
ment of that guard, and followed by a judge of 
the court of Bohemia, two officers of the chan- 
cery, and by another detachment of the yeomen 
of the guard, made the tour of the greater part 
of thecity; and read, in five different parts of 
it, the act by which the elector of Bavaria was 
declared hereditary king of Bohemia. An in- 
finite croud of people, who had gathered from 
all quarters, made the air reſound with accla- 
mations, at every reading of the act. 
Next day the principal nobility came to the 
| palice in great numbers. The new king = 
: O ceive 


ceived them in the moſt affable manner, ani 
admitted them to kiſs his hand. His majeſty 
afterwards repaired} with a numerous convoy, 
to the metropolitan church; where Te, Daun 
was ſung, with ſeveral: diſcharges of the artil- 
lery. The king dined in-publick, placed under 
a magnificent canopy. It was at this dinner, 
that count Saxe, complimenting his majeſty i 75 
his new dignity, Yes; (replied the king), I 
am king of Bohemia, much in the ons 
manner that you are duke of Courland.“ 
The Auſtrian army, commanded by the = 
grand duke of Fuſcany, was only two or: three 
days march from Prague, when they were in- 
formed, that the city had been taken by ſtorm, 
and the gariſon made priſoners of war. His 
royal highnefs immediately called a general 
couneil of war; in which it was reſolved to 
"retire and gain the frontiers of Auſtria and Mo- 
ravia; which was accordingly executed. But 
count Saxe, informed of this retreat, put him- 
ſelf at the head of a body of ſix thouſand men, 
to go in purſuit of the enemy; and ſoon came 
up with the rear-guard, whom he attacked. 
"The king of Poland's Hulans, which made a 
part of his detachment, having met with ſeveral 
companies of Auſtrian Huſfars, killed a great 
number of them, and made many priſoners ; 
without any other loſs on their fide, but that 
of one Towartzitz killed, and three Pacholets 
wounded. This action, and: ſeveral other little 
rencounters, in which they always came off 
_ victorious, gained them great reputation at that 
time among the French; and it was this, 
which prompted count Saxe to introduce ſome 
of hem into the French ſervice ; which ac- 
HER OY cordingly 
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| cordingly. he did a while aſter, as will be ſeen 
in the ſequel, 
The fich of December, in- the fame. yea 
| 2741, was remarkable for a very ſurprizing 
event in Ruſſia, That day, about ſix in the 
evening, eight grenadiers, deputed from the 
guards, went to the palace of princeſs Elizabeth, 8 
to engage her, by the moſt preſſing motives, to 
take the reins of government. The princeſs 
agreed to it, and went with but a ſmall atten- 
dance to the Hotel of the Preobrafinſki guards, 
where ſhe aſſembled the company of grenadiers, 
conſiſting only at that time of three hundred 
men: ſhe put herſelf at their head, and marched 
on foot towards the winter palace, occupied 
by the dutcheſs regent; and having declared 
her intentions to thoſe who were on guard, the 
officers and ſoldiers promiſed to be faithful to 
her. Upon this the princeſs ſent ſome detach- 
ments of grenadiers to the apartments of the 
young emperor, the princeſs his ſiſter, the prin- 
ceſs regent. and the prince her ſpouſe, with 
orders to conduct them to her palace. They 
ſecured the ſame night the counts Oſterman and 
Munich, baron Mengden, and ſeveral others; 
who were all conducted priſoners to the palace 
of this princeſs. As this affair made a great 
noiſe in the city, although it was night, the 
people came in crouds out of their houſes, and 
appeared in the ſtreets with an air of diſcontentz 
But in order to quiet them, a report was ſpread, 
that the young emperor dying ſuddenly, prin- 
ceſs Elizabeth was proclaimed empreſs, as the 
only lawful heireſs of the throne; ſo that every 
thing paſſed very _ and when, the leaſt 
diſorder. | 1 
; Next 
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Next day the marquiſs de la Chetardie, am- 
baſſador from France at that court, diſpatched 
Aa courier to Verſailles with an account of this 

revolution; to which this miniſter had greatly 
contributed. But the ſecrecy and prudence, 
which he employed to make this enterprize 
ſucceed, will always do him honour, The 
young emperor, and his whole family, were 
conducted ſome days after to their German do- 

minions, and the counts Oſterman and Munich, 
with baron Mengden and others, were firſt 
carried to the fortreſs, and neee ſent into 
Siberia. 

The chancellor of this new empreſs ſerie 
forthwith expreſſes to their miniſters in foreign 
parts, to inform them of what had happened; 

with orders to notify to the courts where they 
rehided 3 3 * That the ſtates, the clergy, and the 
other members of the regency, had not been; 
able to bear that the ſupreme power ſhould 
remain any longer in the hands of thoſe, who 
ſince the death of the late emperor, Peter the 

Great, of glorious memory, had poſſeſſed 
themſelves of it by a ſeries of violences, and 
through the want of capacity, as well as reſo- 
lution of the miniſters, to whom that prince 
had truſted the execution of his laſt will : that 
as there was no other way of putting a ſtop. 

to the courſe of. thoſe illegal poſſeſſions, but 

that of beſtowing the crown upon the lawful 
heireſs ; the ſaid ſtates had, with an unant- 
mous conſent, proclaimed princeſs Elizabeth, 
daughter to the ſaid emperor, Peter the Great, 
empreſs and ſovereign of all the Ruſſias: that 
moreover this new empreſs had ordered decla- 
rations ſhould be made on her. part, at the 

reſpective courts, that, after the . 
ex 


C 


* ann A „ A 


258 Hiſtory of Maurice Count Saxe. 


her anceſtors, ſhe would not only maintain 
with them the good intelligence already eſta- 
bliſhed; but would likewiſe ſeek all poſſible 
© "means to augment it, &c.“ And on the 6th 
of December 1741, the following manifeſto 
was, publiſhed, by order of the new empreſs, 


5 


E Elizabeth Petrowna,. firſt of the name, 
a" empreſs.and ſovereign of all the Ruſſias, &c. 
Ht is known to every body, that in conſequence of 
letters patent exhibited the 16th of October 1740, 
the late grand-dame and empreſs Anne Foannoꝛuna 
had named, before her death, for ſucceſſor to the 
athrone of Ruſſia, her nephew, who was then only 
ome months old : but in as much as, upon account 
F this minority, ſeveral perſons have governed the 
empire in fo imprudent and diſagreeable a manner, 
that many troubles, and inconveniencies, have been 
the conſequence, both withm and without the coun 
 (izry; and that even great damages and confufions 
might in the ſequel have reſulted from it; our 
Faithful ſuliects, the ecclefiaſtical and ſecular ſtates, 
and in particular aur regiments of guards, have 
unanimouſſy invited us to mount the throne of our 
Fathers, which belongs to us by right, as the neareft 
Heireſs by our birth; in order to prevent, by this 
means, all the troubles which are to be apprehended, 
in the time to come. In conſequence of this invita- 
ation, and by the right of ſucceſſion, handed down 
10 us by our moſt dear father and mother, the em 
peror Peter the Great, and the grand-dame and 
empreſs Catharine Alexewna ; as alſo to comply 
with the unanimous wiſhes of our faithful ſubjects, 
awe have moſt graciouſly accepted of the paternal 
£rown and government of all the Ruſſias, as it will 
le more amply declared in an other manifeſto. In 
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the mean time we were willing to give notice of this 
event to our faithful ſubjects, that purſuant thereto, 
fry may fake the oaths of Jdulrty W. 
F hree Hays Her; this princeſs cauſed 1 to be 
publiſhed a ſecond manifeſto, more particular 
than the firſt; by which.ſhe explained her in- 
conteſtable right to thi e ſovereignty: after this 
ſhe gave inſtances of her juſtice and clemency, 
by recalling thoſe who had been exiled; and 
even cauſed count Biron and his family's con- 
finement to be made a little eaſier. She difmiſſ- 
ed a Swediſh officer, who had been made priſo- 
ner; and committed the puniſhment of death, 
pronounced by the commiſſaries who had judged 
the counts Oſterman and Munich with the reſt, 
into perpetual impriſonment. She made neu- 
regulations, which in diſcovering the eutent of 
her · genius and capacity, at the ſame time diſ- 
played the gaodneſs of her . and __ far 
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on the 19th of December 1741, the 

homage of the four ſtates of the king- 

dom, as king of Bohemia; on the 28th his 
majeſty left Prague to return to Munich; and 
took his rozte by Dreſden; accompanied by 


the command of the Saxon troops to the che- 


- 


play the military talents, which ſeemed to be 


- different parties of the enemy, he conſtantly 
beat them, though much ſuperior to him in 


had made himſelf maſter of Fravenberg ; a very 
advantageous poſt, both for its ſituation and 
proximity to Budweis, into which the Auſtri- 


his brother, who had their head quarters at a 
the marſhals Broglio and Forring, having joined 


count Auvignon at Fravenberg, with the troops 
which were upon the Moldava, they were pre- 


N n Ro ——— Fan a th. Fw) 


T HE elector of Bavaria having received, 


count Saxe and count Rutowſki, who had left 


valier de Saxe. This laſt took the advantage 
of the time in which he acted as chief, to dif- 


ingate in him; for having fought and met with - 
Count Aubigne, lieutenant-general, who- 


ans had thrown their ſtrength ; did not fail to 
perplex the grand duke, and prince Charles, 


place not far diſtant, named Wittinga. For 


paring to make ſome attempt againft Budweis: 
dut being informed, that the grand duke was 
. marching 


marching a conſiderable body of troops towards 
the place, and that the — alſo had been 
reinforced they thought proper to remain upon 
the defenſive, in order to obſerve the motions 
of the enemy, and poſt themſelves the moſt ad- 


vantageouſly they could, that they might not 


be ſurprized. For this reaſon they doubled the 


gariſon of Fravenberg, and left the chevalier 


de Mortagne to command in it: they likewiſe 
threw-ſome troops into other places, and parti- 
cularly Piſæa; which the enemy in vain at- 
tempted to take ſome days after. | 
While matters were thus in Bohemia, the. 
queen of Hungary cauſed a body of troops to 
march towards Bavaria, under the command of 
* major-general count Bernklau; who made him. 
ſelf maiter of ſeveral towns, and threw the whole 
electorate into a great conſternation, by the ſe- 
verity with-which he treated the inhabitants. 
The new king of Bohemia, elector of Bava- 
ria, who had arrived at Munich the 2d of Ja- 
nuary 1742, was gbliged, upon the approach of 
the Auſtrians, to abandon his capital; and to 
retire, on the 16th, to Manheim, the capital 
of the elector palatine. There he remained with 
the queen his ſpouſe, and the prince royal and 
_ electoral his ſon, until the election of a king of 
the Romans and an emperor ; which was made 
in his favour, on the 24th of the ſame month 
of January, with all the uſual ceremonies, un- 
der the name of Charles VII. Upon this he 


repaired to Frankfort, where he was crowned 


the 12th of F ebruary following, with extraor- 
dinary pomp, worthy of the monarch who bore 
the expences. 

Mean time the Auſtrians, who, on one hand, 
bad rendered themſelves maſters of all Bavarias 


: and 
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and Munich itſelf, made likewiſe, on the other, 
very rapid prog :refſes: for marſhal count Keven- 
huller having — in the Lower Auſtria, 
an army of between fifteen and twenty thou- 


fand 'men, (formed partly of troops which came 
from Hungary, and partly of others ſent out of 


Italy) had begun his march towards Upper Au- 


ftria, and paſſed the river Enns in two places, 
above and below the town of Steyr. The Ba- 


varian lieutenant-general Minuzzi, who was in 


theſe quarters, With two thouſand troops of his 
nation, perceiving, that by thoſe motions the 
enemy had cut off his communication with 
count Segur, lieutenant- general in the ſervice 
of France, had thought it beſt to go to Everſ- 
berg on the Traun. On the other hand count 
Segur, who was at Enns, having been informed 


of the paſſage of the Auſtrians, held a council 


of war; in which it was reſolved to aban- 
don the town of Enns, and the lines the 


had made along the river. In conſequence of 


this reſolution he left Enns, with his detach- 
ment, and ſent orders to the gariſon of Kron- 
ſtorff to join him, that they might march to 


Everſberg; ; where the Bavarians were. After 
this, breaking the bridge upon tbe Traun, he 


retired to Lintz; which retreat was conducted 
with all the prudence worthy of ſo great a ge- 
neral. 

All the troops of M. de Segur re- united at 


Lintz, compoſed a body of eight thouſand ef- 


fective men. He had in that town proviſions 
for two months, and did not want ammuni- 
tion: ſo that he propoſed to make a vigorous 
defence, in order to give marſhal Broglio time 
to come to his aſſiſtance, in caſe he ſhould be 


l the enemy. But ſo ſoen as the 


grand 
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grand duke was informed, that the count was 

ſhut up in Lintz, he oalved to have him at-- 
tacked. Marſhal count Kevenhuller, who was 
charged with this expedition, having ſummoned: 
him by a trumpet to ſurrender ; M. de Segur 
anſwered, * That he was determined to defend 
« himſelf to the laſt-extremity;* which made 
the Auſtrian general reſolve on blocking up the 
town, and to guard the Feigen _ Hoy 
more ſhould enter into it. 

The grand duke being arrived at the camp 
before Lintz, the 21ſt of January, had given 
orders to attack the town in form. On the 
fame day his royal highnefs went to reconnoitre 
the place, and approached as near as poſſible, 

notwithſtanding the repreſentations of the ge- 
nerals ; who were much againſt his expoſing 
his person. He could not, however, go ſo 
— to the ſuburbs, as to diſcover where the 
ground was propereſt for making the attack. 

On the 22d the order of battle was concerted, 

combuſtibles were given to the ſoldiers to ſet 
fire to the ſuburbs, and all the other diſpoſitions 
made, which were neceſſary for the execution 
of the enterprize. The following night was 
employed in aſſembling and ranging the troops 
_ deſtined for the attack, which was to begin two 
hours before day. 

When they were arrived at the render vont, . 
they diſcovered a hollow way, which hindered 
the great artillery from advancing ; and it was 
obſerved that, from the mountain on the left, 

to the place where the right wing was to be 
poſted, there was ſcarce ground enough to place 
half the army; which a little diſconcerted the 
diſpoſitions made by count Ke venhuller. Some 
| general were even for retiring ; but the ke ; 
, uge 


duke perfiſtin 8 and heck e that 3 
ſhould put off the attack till day-light, inſtead 


of one line they formed two; and his royal 


highneſs changed the order of battle, och had, 
| theen ſettled the day before. 


Every thing being duely diſpoſed, the army 


marched at break of day. The artillery ad- 
vanced along the great road, covered by the 
grenadiers; the great guns, with the bombs, 
being on the left, and the field-pieces on the 
right, commanded by general Mercy. Baron 


'Trenk, at the head of two hundred Pandours, - 


Was poſted on the left upon a riſing ground, 
behind the Capuchin convent, with orders to 


attack the enemy in flank, if they ſallied out; 


but as the gariſon kept cloſe in the churches, 
convents and houſes, he was ſent to poſt him- 
ſelf in the convent: accordingly he made one 
half of his corps advance along a little wood; 


and,; being followed himſelf by the reſt, at- 


racked the convent, and ſet. fire to all the 


neighbouring houſes. This done, he drove the 


beſieged from three places fortified with pali- 
ſadoes, and from a convent of nuns, which he 
was likewiſe obliged to burn. After this he 
| demanded a reinforcement of two hundred 
Croates to ſupport him, and to. continue his 


attacks ; fill burning all before him, General 


Mercy at the ſame time having received orders 

to take poſt on the right wing, cauſed all the 
houſes to be burnt, as far as the convent of the 
Carmelites; to which not being able to ſet fire, 
he reſolved to carry it by making a breach. 


M. de Segur having learned, that the rein- 


forcement of three thouſand men, which he 
expected from Bohemia, had been totally routed 


by major-general n near Schardingen, 
found 
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found himſelf greatly perplexed. Proviſions, . 
which were beginning to fall ſhort, gave him 


much uneaſineſs, as he had no proſpect of a 
ſupply. He had made ſeveral (allies without 
ſucceſs ; and the mixture of troops, of which 
his gariſon was compoſed, added to his trouble: 
Soldiers of different nations ſeldom agree' among 


| themſelves, although employed in the ſame cauſe; 


and the officers do not willingly obey the orders 
df a ſtranger : from thence ariſe miſunderſtand- 
ings, which too often are attended with bad 
conſequences to allied powers. 

Beſides theſe inconveniencies, he had the lie 
tred of the inhabitants of Lintz to ſtruggle 
with, whoſe inſolence had increaſed, upon the 
approach of the Auſtrian army, to ſuch a 
height, that they fired from their windows on 
the French and Bavarians: ſo that they were 

obliged to retrench themſelves in the churches 
and convents, which ſtill augmented the diſor- 
der. In theſe extremities M. de Segur, after 


holding a council of war, in which all the 


French and Bavarian officers aſſiſted, cauſed 
the white flag to be hung out, and demanded 
to capitulate. He obtained all the honours of 


war, but obliged himſelf not to ſerve for a year. 
Lintz is a large city, the capital of Upper 
Auſtria, on the banks of the Danube, by which 
its trade is eaſily carried on, and becomes ex- 


tenſive. The publick edi fices are magniſicent; 


the numerous nobility make a very reſpectful 
body; and the people are generally handſome. 


The town is tolerably well fortified, having 
two good caſtles which defend it: bit had there 
been a hundred, M. de Segur could no longer 
have held out; for proviſions failing, and all 
communication being cut-off, he choſe rather 
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to ſurrender upon honourable conditions, than 
be forced to accept of ſuch as the enemy pleaſed 
to grant him. 

Count Sage, who had left Dreſden the 25th 
of the ſame month of January, with count Ru- 
towſki, in order to return to Bohemia, repaired 
to marſhal Broglio at Pilſeck, where he held 
his head quarters. Count Palaſtron, at the head 
of a detachment of French, Pruſſians, and 
Saxons, having advanced to Iglau, a ſtre 
town of Moravia, with a deſign to inveſt it; 
the Auſtrians withdrew the gariſon, compoſed 
of five thouſand men, as alſo that of Budweis, 
.and marched towards Neuhaus : with deſign to 
form a body .of an army, under the orders of 
prince Charles of Lorrain ; to whom the grand 
duke, on his departure for Vienna, had left the 
general command of the troops. 
In the beginning of March 1742, the gene- 


nals on both ſides began to take the field. In a 


grand council of war, held at Prague, it was re- 
ſolved, that while the Saxons and Pruſſians ſhould 
act in Moravia againſt Brinn, a body of twelve 
thouſand men ſhould be detached to go and at- 
tack Egra; an important town of Bohemia by 
its ſituation, and in which the Auſtrians had 
their magazines, guarded by a ſtrong gariſon. 
Count Saxe had the conduct of this expedition; 
and accordingly, the 15th of March, he left 
Prague, and advanced to that place; which he 
inveſted on-the 2d of April; and, after receiving 
the artillery, with reinforcements, of which he 
had occaſion, he opened trenches the 7th at 


night, having under his command Meſſ. Mire- | 


poix, Bouflers, and Luxembourg, camp- mar- 
ſhals. The regiment of Rochechouart, under 
the duke of EN was the firſt which 

| open 
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-opened the. trenches on the fide of the river: 


and count Saxe choſe to begin his operations in 
this place; becauſe, being only defended by a 


ravelin, which covered the head of the bridge, 
he judged. it to be weakeſt hereabout, The 
trenches were relieved by the duke of Bouflers, 
'on the gth, with the regiment of Berry ; and 
on the roth, by M. de 1 at the head 
of the regiment of Beauce; which was relieved 
by that of Luxembourg, commanded by the 
duke of Bouflers. / 

The works of theſe four nights were puſhed 
to the glacis, when count Saxe raiſed two bat- 
teries, which produced the effect propoſed from 
them, During the eleventh night the work 
advanced flower : for the water came in upon 
the ſappers or under-miners; which gaye the 
beſieged time to make a retrenchment of trees 
upon the bank of the river, to hinder the be- 
ſiegers from penetrating into the ravelin by 

the gorge of that work. On the 12th, although 
the gariſon had unmaſked a battery of four 
pieces of cannon in the old caſtle ; yet advances 
were made during the night to the ſaliant- angle 
of the covered way: fo that on the 13th, in the 


morning, a lodgment was made in it; from 


whence they were in a condition to fire upon 
the battery of that old caſtle, which was ſoon 
diſmounted. On the 14th, they began to fire 
upon, the body of the place, in order to make 
a. breach ; and the firſt wall was ſoon thrown 
down. The beſieged made a little ſally that 


day to come and attack the workmen; but they 


were repulſed with loſs by the guard of the 
ker, K 


On the 15th, the lodgment was lengthened 


on the left; where they made a redoubt for 
1 three 
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three mortar- pieces to play upon the ravell n: 


they opened a gut on the right to make them- 
ſelves maſters of a little fortreſs, the fire from 
which might have annoyed them; and carried 
the covered ſappe to the palliſado; fo that the 


lodgment was a check upon the covered way. 


On the 16th, this Jodgment having been ex- 


tended in the covered way, count Saxe cauſed 


a battery to be raiſed, in order to make a breach 
in the ravelin. The following days were em- 
ployed in erecting a new battery, and making 
"a deſcent into the ditch, whoſe counterſcarp 
was pierced in the night of the 18th. During 
all this time the beſieged kept a conſtant fire of 


their artillery and muſkets, by which the French 


S bt 


had only twelve men killed and a few wounded: 


but the commander, who ſaw the enemy ſo 
near the body of the place, did not think proper 


to hold out longer ; and in order to procure A 


more advantageous compoſition, on the 19th, 


at eight in the morning, he cauſed the white 


flag to be diſplayed, and a parley to be ſounded. 


The fame day the articles of capitulation were 


reduced to writing, and en on both ſides, 
in the following manner. 


* 1 72 E E town and fortreſs of Eera ft ſhall "4 
delivered to his imperial majeſty. 
II. The gariſon ſhall be permitted to go 


<© out with the honours of war, having their 


arms, colours flying, drums beating, match 


< lighted, fix pieces of braſs cannon, and twelve 


charges, thirty-ſix carrouches for every man, 
and three grenadoes for every grenadier.“ 


{ have orders to mak? the gariſon priſoners of 
war, which I muſt have executed, if the agreement 


tad only been aca 700 _ : however I will 


Fee 


G O M a. a. a. a wu a  £a 
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tate upon me to let them go out with the honours of 
war ſpec ified in the above article, under this 12 
Ariction; - that they ſhall not ſerve againſt his im 
perial majeſty and his allies, till they are exchanged. 
or ranſamed. As for the fix cannons, no more 


than twa 1 erg 3 pal will be allowed, to * 
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. eſcort given with a ere waer, 
Cranted. 
IV. As to the march of the gariſon, the, 
* commander ſhall be permitted,” immediately 
after the concluſion of the agreement, to ſend 
© without delay an officer to the moſt ' ſerene, 
c 135 of Lorrain, commander in chief in the 

eingdom of Bohemia; and he, the com- 
c mander' of Egra, ſhall be allowed to. march, 
* with his gariſon ſtreight to the Hungarian 
army in Bohemia: and with reſpect to the 
: length of each ſtation, he ſhall make it of 
two or three miles, at his option.? 

This article fhall be granted, with this reftric- 
tion, that the march all not ; to Bohemia, hut 
e to Paſſau. 

. Five covered waggons ſhall 'be allowed: 
< 9 gariſon. | 

Two ſhall be allnwed, but on condition, that na- 
deſerter 5 be concealed in them. 

VI. Forrage ſhall be furniſhed the officers: 


"M during the march, for what horſes Ib may 
© have.” 


. Granted, 5 . 


A 


| Q 
4 


VII. The ſoldiers Wall be Furniſhea! 45 
with two pound of meat daily, as well here, 


< as during the march, till they reach the army 


of the queen of Hungary.” 
Granted to Paſſau. _ POL: 
VIII. When the gariſon When, out, no 
attempts ſhall be made to debauch the ſoldier 
from the ſervice i in which he! bs. now engaged.” N 

Granted. N h 
| IX. All the ſick and wounded of the gari-. 
< ſon, who cannot be carried away, ſhall have 
<. liberty to remain in the place, until they re- 


<. cover their health; and then they ſhall be 


provided with paſſports to conduct chem phy 
_ © 36 Weir corps. | 75 
C . 
KX. The priſoners of the free oba of 


© colonel Galeau, who ate here, ſhall” be ex- 


6 changed againſt other priſoners. of war of the 
< regiments of Ogilvie! and Bathiani, who are 
© in the city of Prague; and ſufficiens ſecurity 
© ſhall be given for this im writing. = 

Marſhal Broglis ſpall be written id upon this 
occaſion ; but a horſes ſhall be returned, and the 
e reimburſed the expences of their feedin ing. 

* Fee) Liberty of going out, is not only 

to be underſtood, with regard to the garifon 
< already. mentioned, and to the purveyors, 
engineers, and perfons belonging to the artil- 
« rage fo but likewiſe to all thoſe of the chamber 

of finances, of her majeſty the queen of Hun- 

gary, and eſpecially the keeper of the caſtle 
E © Hacker, who ſhall be allowed to carry .away 
« his equipages and furniture, with the records 
6 of the queen, which are in his hands. 


;; (Grantee, n the carry 7 the records. | 
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XII. The town, and all its inhabitants, 
* notwithſtanding the change which has hap- 
pened, ſhall be preſcrved, *without trouble or 

moleſtation, in their poſſeſſions and goods, 
immunities, privileges, and eſtabliſhed cuſ- 
toms ; and conſequently in the government of 

the town, ſuch- as it has been time out of 
memory, and ſhall continue with. 1 et to 
its political ſtate, in Statu quo.“ 

The burghers and inhabitants ſhall enjoy their 
p?ſſeſfiens and goads. As for their privileges, his 
er majeſty ſhall diſpoſe of them according to 
his good pleaſure ; and it is preſumable, that be 

will not fail to give them marks of his clemency. 
XIII. The artillery and ammunition be- 
. * longing to the town ſhall be left in it.” 

Tith regard to the town, the ſame anſwer is 


- 


A 


* * Ln ** * 


even as to the preceding article: all that can le 


promiſed. is, that good order and good diſciplins 
50 be obſerved. 
© XIV. If any inhabitant thinks proper to 
© retire with his effects he hall be al- 
„ ek 

Granted, =" „ "A 

XV. All the churches, cloiſters; and: 
© ſchools, ſhall remain unmoleſted in their 
< preſent ſtate.” 

Granted. | 

XVI. Nnmedistely after the e and 
« ſigning of this agreement, the rayelin of the 
„bridge ſhall be poſſeſſed by a hundred and 
© fifty men of the royal troops of France; and 
© to the 22d current, the term fixed for the 
0 evacuation, the gates and poſts ſhall remain 
in the gn of the royal troops of 


a Hungary. 
N 4 De 
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The ravelin on the ſide of the bridge- gute ſhall 
be 22415 by two hundred men. 
VII. In order to make this capitulation 
0 ſtrongly binding, and under the royal, faith, 
© without. fraud or malice, we have made out 
two copies of. the ſame tenor, and ſent them 
to the reſpective parties. Thus mutually 
concluded and agreed at the head quarters of 
Lightſtein, and in the fortreſs of Egra, the 
Iqth of April 1742. Signed 
MARIE DE SAXE, commander of 
the ſiege, and DEFFING, com- 
„ mander of Egra, and colonel of the 
© regiment of Botta.“ 


It is proper for clearing up the tenth article 
of this capitulation, to take notice; that ſome 
time before the ſiege of Egra, twenty-five dra- 
goons of the free company of colonel Galleau, + 
in the ſervice of France, with three of their 
officers, being come to a village near Egra to 
buy horſes ; colonel Deffing, who was informed 
— detached two hundred men, who ſur- 
r and took them priſoners of war. 

The gariſon of Egra conſiſted of one thouſand 
two hundred and thirty-three men: they found 
in it thirteen braſs guns, ten iron ones, fix 
mortars, a hundred and ſeven bombs.; ten 
thouſand three hundred and minety two balls; 
twenty barrels of powder, and a large quantity 
of proviſions. The taking of this place was 

the. more important, as beſides ſecuring the 
conqueſt of Bohemia, it opened a free commu- 
nication betwixt that kingdom, Bavaria, and 
the Aber palat.nate. It was moreover regu- 
my fortified, * and abundantly provided, with 

| every 
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every thing neceſſary. Prince Charles had ſuch 
confidence in the ſtrength of this place, that he 
had no thoughts of going to ſuccour it. In ef- 
fect, this conqueſt aſtoniſhed the whole world; 
and gave ſo great reputation to count Saxe, that” 
ever ſince they conceived an idea of him, far: 
above what they had of him at the ſcaling of 
Prague. As ſoon as the emperor received. the 
news at Frankfort, he cauſed Te Deum to be 
ſung ; at which their imperial majeſties aſſiſted; 
and. this prince wrote, with his own: hand, the 
following letter to count Saxe. 44355 
Letter from the emperor Chartes VIE to count: 
| Saxe. | = 


AL LO ma, Ai count: Saze, to put to the 

account of friendſhip, the zeal which yon only 
owe to the powerful manarch t0h5m you ſer ue, that 
1 may have the pleaſure of giving you my thanks, 
and of complimenting you on the important congueſt, 
which you have made of the ſtrong town of. Egra. 
J owed you already, that of Prague, which. was 
enough to intitle you to my particular eſteem > but 
you avant to make me obliged to you.: My am I nat 
able to render you as eſſential ſexvices, as ge 
tohieh you have rendered me? 

My enemies have evacuated ſame: Milos ot my 
 deminions, upon the approash of: the French army; 
but the diſorder s they have there committed are ir- 
reparable. Ny cannot you be every where 2 c 
I pray God, dear count Saut, that as _ be ene 
conſtaut guard, 3 | «#6 255 

Ar Frankfort this 25th of April 174. 12520 

After un ile count Saxe went for 
Dreſden; where * arrived the firſt of May 

NS5 .. following. 
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following, He was received by their Poliſh ma- 
jeſties, and the whole court, with the applauſes 
due to his yalour and experience. Count Bruhl 
was one of thoſe who careſſed him moſt, and 
invited him to an entertainment which he gave. 
to duke Saxe-Weiſſenfeltz. 
In. the mean time prince Charles, who had: 
gone to Vienna to concert the operations of the 
next. campaign, was returned from it; and as 
ſoon as he had received the Hungarian rein- 
forcements, which he expected, inſtead of coaſt- 
ing along Moravia, he marched his army, all 
of a ſudden, into the inward part of that pro- 
vince. The king of Pruſſia, who till then 
ſeemed to intend the ſiege of Brinn, did not 
think proper to wait for him; the rather, as 
he had. advice that a large body of Hungarian 
militia, joined to five or fix thouſand regular 
troops, were in full march to enter Sileſia, hav- | 
ing already reached Teſchen : hereupon this 
monaich detached eight thouſand men of his 
army, who, marched towards.Troplaw, with a 
view. to cut-off the communication on that. 
ſide ;: and afterwards: returned to Bohemia, to 
gut his troops, fatigued with winter operations, 
into quarters, diſpoſed in ſuch a manner, that 
they could re- aſſemble in a very ſhort time. 
The adjacent parts of Czazlaw ſeemed very. 
proper for this deſign; and it is, to ſpeak the 
truth, the moſt fertile canton in all Bohemia. 
That country abounds with little towns and 
boroughs, very cloſe to one another. It is wa- 
tered on one ſide by the Sazava, and on the 
other by the Elbe; which does not a little con- 
tribute to the paſturages with which it abounds. 
By this poſition he could not be attacked, but 
in Hank; and a body of. eight or ten e e 
men, 
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men, which prince d'Anhalt was bringing to 
join him, ſecured him from all attempts. 


The queen of Hungary, impatient to act in 


Bohemia with the ſame ſucceſs as in Bavaria, 
and, depending much on the experience of count 


| Konigſeck, whom ſhe had ſent to be about 
prince Charles; ; gave very ſtrict orders to act 


deciſively, and embrace the firſt opportunity 


of giving the king of Pruſſia battle, the event 


of which might determine the fate of one ſide 
or other. The Pruſſian army was divided into 
three bodies: one was at Leutomiſſel, under 
the orders of lieutenant- general Je; the 
other at Chrudin, where his majeſty had his 


quarters; and the third betwixt Czazlaw and 
Ruttamberg, commanded by lieutenant: general 


Kalchſtein. 
Scarce was the reinforcement arrived; which 
the king of Pruſſia expected, when he was in- 


formed, that prince Charles of Lorrain was ad- 
vancing towards Bohemia, with a conſiderable 


army, by the way of Prague. This news was 
no ſooner confirmed, than he re- aſſembled his 


whole forces at Chrudin ; ; and on the 13th of 


May they entered the camp marked -out for 
them, on a riſing ground; the right wing 
reaching to the village of Midlefreſh, and the 
left to the rivulet of Chrudimſka. On the 1 4th 


they had advice, that the Auſtrians were arri- 
ved upon the banks of the Sazava. The maga- 
z ines of the Pruſſian army were diſtributed along 


the Elbe, in places where the communication 
was eaſy by means of a bridge; but the enem) 
made themſelves maſters of it, as well as of 
Czazlaw. | 
The king of Pruſſia, watchful of prince 
Charles, s motions, ſuſpected, that this prince's 
| . inten- 
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intention was to cut-off the communication 
with his magazines, and with the French 
army. Theſe circumſtances were too preſſing, 
not to. require a ſpeedy reſolution on his part; 
and her he loſt no time, but put himſelf 
at the head of his van- guard, which conſiſted 
of about ten battalions and twenty ſquadrons 
of dragoons and huſſars, and marched ſtreight 
to Hermanſtek ; giving prince d'Anhalt orders 
to follow him next day, with. the reſt of the 
army. As ſoon as the proviſions: were arrived, 
and that he had choſen an advantageous. poſt 
upon a rifing ground, he went himſelf to recon- 
noitre the enemy from the top of a little hill ; 
where he diſtinctly perceived. a body of Au- 
ſtrians, which he gueſſed to conſiſt of ſeven or 
eight thouſand men, incamped at Willimow. 
The next day that body having diſappeared, 
his Pruſſian majeſty marched for Ruttemberg, 
where be had a magazine. His deſign was to 
ain at leaſt a march upon the enemy if. they 
intended to go to Prague, and to be at hand 
o join the reſt of the army, if occaſion offered 
to give battle. Prince d' Anhalt ſent the king 
word, in the evening of the 16th, that the 
enemy was in motion; and that e deſer- 
ters had declared to him, that prince Charles 
had drawn out all his different gariſons to rein- 
force his army; that it was their van-guard 
which had appeared the day before; but that: 
having taken the king's detachment for the 
army itſelf, they had retired. in the night-time 
to the main body; and that next day, about. 
noon, the Auſtrians, re- united, had begun 
their march. 
On theſe advices, afterwards confirmed, the 
king of Pruffia on the 77th, at five in the 
„ morning, 


- "right, had attacked with ſucceſs the village of 


Hiſtory of Maurice. Count Lane: 277 


morning, gave orders to his army to advance. 
The enemy alſo decamped the evening before, 
and was advancing behind Czazlaw in three 
columns. Of this his Pruſſian majeſty being 
informed, he ſent orders to prince d' Anhalt to 
gain the height, to reinforee the firſt line of 
infantry, and to leave in the ſecond a ſufficient 
interval to place the ten battalions and twenty 
ſquadrons, which the king himſelf was bringing 
up; and which no ſooner arrived, than they 
began to cannonade the enemy, - 

The Pruſſian cavalry was drawn up, upon 
the height, in ſuch a manner, that they formed 
a larger front than the Auſtrian cavalry. The 
king ordered lieutenant-general. Bodenbrock to 
begin the attack; and the ſhock of the Pruſſian 
cavalry was at firſt ſo violent, that thoſe of the 
enemy, in the firſt column, were thrown into 
confuſion, Count Rottemberg pierced the ſe- 
cond, and made two' regiments of infantry, of 
the left wing, recoil ; a thick duſt, which roſe. 
of a ſudden, hindered the Pruſſian cavalry from 
taking the benefit of this firſt advantage. The 
right wing of the Pruffian army, who had form- 
ed the attack gibbet-wiſe, was taken in flank 
by a part of the Auſtrian cavalry of the ſecond 
column, which made it give way: but pending 
this attack, the ſame wing of the Pruſſians had 
gained a conſiderable advantage on the enemy's 
cavalry on the left wing, during the time that 
its infantry, which had made a half- turn to the 


Sohoſiffow; where there were poſted two batta- 
lions of the regiment of Schwerin. . 
The cavalry of the left wing of the Pruſſians 
having returned to the charge, the regiments 
of prince William and of Waldau pony the 
ond 
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ſecond line of the leſt wing of the Auſtrians, 


and cut to pieces the regiment of Wertes. The 
Pruſſian cavalry being deſirous to flank the ene- 
my's infantry, by this means weakened its left, 


and gave the Auſtrians an opportunity of ad- 
vancing ſome ſquadrons of dragoons ; which 


took the Pruſſian infantry, poſted on the other 


| fide of the Ckotozio, in flank : this infantry 


ſuffered a little, becauſe the Auſtrian grena- 
diers, who advanced behind the cavalry, having 
taken the village backwards, fet it on fire. The 
two battalions of Schwerin, who were forced to 
_ retire out of it, poſted themſelves on the flank 
of the infantry,. which faced it; while that 
which had been poſted on the other ſide of the 
village, placed itſelf behind a hollow way at a 
diſtance, The whole Pruſhan infantry redou— 


bled then its fire; and the Auſtrian cavalry, 
both on the right and left, being no more in a 


condition to act, the king of Pruſſia took the 
advantage to advance with the whole right wing 
of the infantry ; and the fire was then ſo hot 


on this ſide, that the enemy, not able to re- 


cover out of the diſorder into which they were 


thrown, were obliged to fly, and retired three 


or four different ways. 


What contributed to augment this diſorder, 


was, an action of the Pruſſian Huſſars, who 
having attacked the infantry of the ſecond line 


of. the Auſtrians, it was obliged to form a hol- 


low ſquare; ſo that, being as it. were wedged 
in by this poſition, it ſuffered equally on all 


ſides. Three or four ſquadrons ſtood as yet 


firm on the ſide of Czazlaw ; but retired on 


the approach of the king of Pruſſia to attack 


them : for that monarch was every where, and 


in the hotteſt of the — with an intrepidity 
| whioh 
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which made his courtiers tremble for him. His 


Majeſty,. after chacing the Auſtrians out of- 


Czazlaw, and making himſelf maſter of it, 


detached lieutenant- generals Bodenbrock and 
Kleiſt, with thirty ſquadrons and the Huſſars, 


in purſuit of the enemy, who were much in- 
commoded by them in their retreat. 
This victosy was the more glorious for the 


king of Pruſſia, in that the Auſtrians fought 


with all imaginable bravery : their right wing 
had repulſed three different times the left win 


of the Pruſſians, without the leaſt ſigns of diſ⸗ ö 


couragement, after having made them recoil as 
far as Chotozitz, to which they ſet, fire. Prince 
Charles, watchful of all the enemy's motions, 
did all which was poſſible for a general to do: 


but his diſadvantageous ſituation contributed to 


the defeat of his troops; which he could not. 


rally, on: account of the incommodity of the 
ground. This prince expoſed himſelf ſo oſten, 


during the action, that he ſeveral times nar- 


rowly. eſcaped being killed or taken priſoner... 
The battle was very bloody on both ſides: the 


Auſtrians had about five thouſand men killed. 


and wounded, without reckoning the priſoners, 
who were abut twelve hundred. The loſs of 


the Pruſſians was leſs on the ſide of the killed 
and wounded,. but more -on that of. the pri- 
ſoners. They loſt two pair of colours and 


thirteen ſtandards. The Auftrians were obliged” 


to abandon eighteen pieces of cannon and a 
fowler in their camp; and they took the route 
to Teutſchbrod. 

On the ſame 17th of May 1742, prince Lob- 
kowitx, who with a conſiderable army hemm'd 
in that of marſhal Broglio on every ſide, ſent a 

detachment of three hundred men, under the 
orders 
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orders of baron Nimbtſch, to go and take poſt 
at the place where he deſigned to open the 
trenches, before the caſtle of Fravenberg; and 
that very evening made five hundred Croats take 
poſſeſſion of the town; after which the trenches 
were opened before the caſtle. The fire of the 
beſieged was ſo hot that night, and the follow- 
ing nights, that the works were not far ad- 
vanced, before marſhal Belliſle (who joined the 
army at Prague the 23d of the ſame month, 
and took the command of it under Mafmal 
Broglio) arrived on the 25th in the neighbour- 
hood of Fravenberg, with a dehgn to raiſe the 
ſiege of the caſtle of that little town: but the 
Auſt.ians abandoned their enterprize, with a 
| deſign to unite their troops, and give marſhal _ 
- Bellifle battle, if poſſible ; in order to which, 
they took polt in a plain, extending one of 
their wings to the village of Sahay. Count 
Saxe was detached, at the head of the brigades 
of Navarre and Anjou, to attack this wing, 
which was forced to retire. After this firlt 
check the enemy retreated into a wood, which 
was behind them; from whence they came out 
alittle time iter, in order of battle, with their 
cavalry in the center: but having been briſkly 
repulſed, they were obliged to re-enter the 
wood: they indeed ventured out a fecond time 
with twelve pieces of cannot; but that did not 
hinder their being forced a third time into their 
covert, from which they came no more out, 
but left the French maſters of the field. Mar- 
ſhal Belliſle purſued them, expecting to fall in 
with their rear, if they attempted to paſs the 
Moldau; but they took another route to gain 


Budweis. 


This 
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This action began at four in the aſter- 
| noon, and laſted till nine. at night ;. the loſs 
being equal on both ſides. The duke of Chev- 
| reuſe received three ſhot, but not dangerous. 
Monſieur de Surgeres had his horſe killed under 
him, and was ſlightly wounded ; but the che- 
valier de Broglio had his arm much ſhattered. 

| Theſe different advantages obtained. againſt 
the queen of Hungary by her enemies, deter- 
mined that princeſs to ſacrifice every thing in 
order to bring off the allies from the intereſt of 
France, that ſhe might afterwards turn her 
whole forces againſt the Gallick monarch, In 
conſequence of this reſolution, ſhe cauſed, ſuch 
advantageous propoſals to be made te the king 
of Pruſſia, that ſhe granted him, in a manner, 
more than he had aſked; in conſequence of 
which, peace was concluded betwixt her and 
that prince at Breſlaw, on the LIth of May 
following. 

The king of Poland being 1 of. this 
treaty and at the ſame time tempted. by. the 
fineſt promiſes in the world made him, on the 
part of the court of Vienna, (among which, 
that to reimburſe the expences of the war, was 
none of the leaſt influencing) thought no more 
but of recalling into his electorate his troops 5 
which were in a very bad condition, and ſtill more 
diminiſhed in proportion, than thoſe of France: 
for of twenty-eight thouſand. men, which he 

bad when he entered Bohemia, there remained 
no more than twelve thouſand. 

As ſoon as the report of theſe agreements 
reached Prague, marſhal Bellifle, in order ta 
be more politively aflured, repaired to the king 
of Pruſſia; and after declaring the ſubje& of 
bis journey, that monarch told him, © That 

_ 0 finding 


1282 Hiſtory of Maurice Count bare 
+ finding the moſt favourable occaſion, which 
© ever could happen, of enlarging his domini- 
ons, and of getting poſſeſſion of a. province, 
which belonged to him, he had embraced: 
the opportunity ; and that any other, as-well 
as he, would have laid hold of it in the like 
caſe: that his army being extremely fatigued, 
he was charmed to procure it the repoſe, 
which it ſtood ſo much in need of: that in 
abandoning the alliance of the emperor in 
this particular, he did not abandon his in- 
© tereſts, as chief of the empire: and that, in 
fine, as the queen of Hungary had granted 
him all which he demanded, he had no far- 
ther pretence to make war with her.” 

An anſwer ſo preciſe, and ſo far from being 
equrvocal, diſconcerted. the projects of the 
French; who expected to have gene and at- 
tacked prince Lobkowitz at Budweis, before 
prince Charles had joined him. But now the 
ſcene was changed, and inſtead of attacking, | 
they were to act upon the defenſive. 

Marſhal Broglio left Fravenberg to go to 
Pyſeck ; from whence he ſent orders for re- 
alfembling all the French and Bavarian troops, 
which were ſcattered up and down in different 

quarters; and all together compoſed an army 
of twenty thouſand men, including the troops 
under the command of M. Bouflers and Au- 
bigny. The former he left at Crumaw, and 
the other at Thein, only four leagues from 
Pyſeck, and two from Fravenberg; with or- 
ders however to both, to prepare themſelves 
for a vigorous defence in caſe they were at- 
tacked. Thus this general propoſed to remain 
in quiet, till the recruits, which he expected 
from F rance, ſhould arrive; and being in- 
: formed, 
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formed, that twelve thouſand militia, to re- 
cruit his army, were arrived in the neighbour- 
hood of Egra, he reſolved to go and meet 
them; with deſign afterwards to return and 
take poſt at Fravenberg, that he might be at 
hand to ſupport” the troops poſted at Thein and: 
Crumaw, on the other ſide of the Moldau. 
Theſe diſpoſitions were as well concerted, 
as the prefent conjuncture would permit; but 
they failed of having the deſired effect: for 
prince Charles had made ſuch diligence, that 
his van- guard. appeared upon the Moldau, 
when they leaſt expected him. Monſieur 
d-Aubi ny, not having had time to make any 
diſpoſition for the leaſt defence, was obliged to 
abandon Thein, and to repaſs the river, in 
order to ſave his detachment, without having 
even time to break the bridge; ſo cloſely was 
he purſued by the Huſſars. Monſieur de Bou- 
flers, who was alfo obliged ts abandon Crus 
maw, retired to Pracholitz, and from thence: 
to Pyſeck, where was the groſs, of the army: 
but not without the loſs of his cannon and bag- 
gage, and the greater part of his detachment 
being cut to pieces. 
Prince Charles, after he had paſſed the Mol- 
dau with his whole army, marched in two co- 
lumns, in Hopes of finding the French troops; 
but marſhal Broglio, informed of his motions, 
and having but twelve thouſand men againſt 
more than forty thouſand, divided his arm 
into three little bodies, of four thouſand each.. 
He then paſt a little rivulet,. betwixt the ene- 
my and him; and ranging his people in order of 
battle,” ſeemed diſpoſed to an engagement with 
prince Charles. So bold a'ſtep' in preſence of 
à formidable enemy, not only encouraged his 
OWN: 
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own people, but likewiſe made the enemy 
cautious: for a though they appeared on the 
oppoſite bank of the rivulet, and even preten- 


ded to pals it, yet the Colton general did not 
think proper to hazard an action; ſo that they 


only cannonaded each other, and ade 
during the whole dax. 
Night coming on, the French general too 


the adyantage of it, to ſteal a march upon 


the enemy: he decamped without noiſe, and 
marched with all poſſible djligence for fix days, 
and on the ſeventh arrived, at ſun- riſe, before 


r. from which he immediately departed ; 
aft 


er leaving a gariion, of twelve hundred men 


in it. However prince Charles came up the 
next day, and took it, as alſo Pilſen; ; after 
which he marched towards Prague in Purſuit 
of marſhal Broglio. _ | 

Although the French army was ineamped 


in the moſt advantageous manner, under the 


cannon of that city; yet was, it reduced to 
ſuch a fate, that it was eaſy to foreſee it 
muſt ſoon. yield to ſuperior force, and” receive 
ſuch terms, as ſhould be granted. The queen 
of Hungary was withdrawing her troops out of 
Sileſia, and marching them into Bohemia: all 


the paſſages were ſhut up againſt men and pro- 
viſions coming from France and Bavaria ; and 


all communication with Saxony cut-off : theſe 
inconveniencies engaged the court of France to 


ſend full powers to the two marſhals to treat of 
an agreement, with reſpe& to Bohemia; but 


the Auſtrian generals rejecting all propoſals, 
they prepared for a vigorous defence. „The 
French army within and without the one 
made twenty two thouſand men. 
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The month of July was then beginning, and 
cut ſome paſſages to Prague were ſtill open, 
proviſions were monſtroufly dear, Marſhal 
Broglio made all neceſſary preparations for a 
vigorous defence; and all the officers of his 
army, exaſperated with the procedure of the 
Auftrian generals, aſſured the marſhal that the 
would ſhed their laft drop of blood for the ſervice 
of the king, and glory of the nation. In order 
to prevent all inconveniencies from the intelli- 
gence which the Auſtrians might have with 
the inhabitants, they were diſarmed, guards 
placed all over the town, aud their moſt valu- 
able effects carried into a church, as pledges of 
their conduct; with threats to 'burn all theſe 
effects, in caſe they ſhould aſſemble or make 
the lealt attempt : t further ſecurity likewiſe 
a little fortreſs was built, and ſeveral redoubts, 
mounted with cannon. 
The grand duke, who arrived at the camp 
before Prague, gave orders to haften the works 
of the ſiege, for which an immenſe artiflery 
was brought. On the 28th of the ſame month 
of July, the place was inveſted on all ſides. 
The Wedeged made ſeveral ſallies, which were 
not favourable to them; and the ſcarcity of 
proviſions perplexed them no leſs, if not more 
than all the diſpoſitions of the beſiegers. Mon- 
ſieur de Sechellis, who was purveyor of the 
i r had taken ſuch wiſe precautions for ſto- 
ring the magazines, that the troops wanted not 
bread : but what bread was it! and beſides this 
they had no other proviſion. There was a neceſ- 
ſity of killing the horſes, and diſtributing the 
fleth among the troops, which alſo ſerved to 
make broth for the ſick, who were very nume- 
- Xous. The officer was often reduced to feed 
dis 14 as 
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as the ſoldier, but to what will not people ac- 
cuſtom themſelves when neceſſity preſeribes? 
and particularly a Frenchman, A petit. maitre 
at Paris, but a Ceſar in the field, knowing how 
to ſuit himſelf to circumſtances. The marſhals 
Broglio and Belliſle gave themſelves an ex- 
ample of the moſt auſtere ſrugality, during the 
whole ſiege. Their tables were ſerved with 
nothing but horſe fleſh : which yet did not 
hinder them from undergoing the greateſt fa- 
tigues, nor from appearing in every, Place where 
their preſence was neceſſary. 
Ot all the ſallies which. the beſieged made, 
the moſt remarkable was that on the 22d of 
Auguſt. In a council of war held the 21ft, at 
which aſſiſted all the general officers, it was 
reſolved, that a ſortẽe ſhould be made next day 
with twelve thouſand men, commanded by the 
duke of Biron, colonel of the king's regiment. 
Accordingly on the 22d, at three o'clock in 
the afternoon, while the grand duke was ſtill 
at table, word was brought him, that a great 
number of troops appeared upon the walls of 
Prague. Prince Charles, count Konigſeck, ge- 
neral Feſtititz, and ſeveral other general offi- 
cers, were with him; becauſe there was to be 
a council that day after dinner, which was very 
ſumptuous: for although the French were in 
great want, there was plenty enough among 
the Auſtrians, in whoſe camp all ſorts of pro- 
ſions were very cheap. They were at the ſe- 
cond courſe, when this news was brought: 
What, (cried prince Charles) will they not 
< give us time to eat our dinner? But one of 
the grand duke's adjutants coming directly, and 
confirming the ſame advice, this prince roſe 
len table, and going p. 50 4 high ground, 
percei ed 
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perceived diſtinctly, by help of a ſpying-glaſs, 
that what had been told him was true: for he 
ſaw not only the walls filled with troops, but 
_ alſo the red flag, which the beſiegers had diſ- 
played, as a token of ſome deſperate reſolution. 
He gave orders directly, that ſome regiments 
ſhould march out of the camp, to ſupport the 
troops in the trenches, and thoſe which guarded 
the batteries. 

Towards four in the afternoon the French, 
with the duke of Biron at their head, ſallied 
out, extending themſelves to right and left, and 
fell with ſuch impetuoſity upon | the approaches, 
that they drove all before them, workmen and 
ſoldiers, who were in the trenches, maſſacring 
without diſtinction, and without quarter, all 
who came in their way, Their attack was ſo 
furious, that they penetrated to the firſt paral- 
lel; threw down the gabions; filled as much 
of the trenches as they could; made themſelves 
maſters of a, battery of twelve pieces of cannon, 
- nailing up what they could not ſend to the 
town; took three pair of colours; and made 
more than two hundred priſoners, among 
whom was old general Monti, who com- 
manded the artillery and engineers. After ſo 
. conſiderable an advantage, they ought, no 
doubt, to have retired : but hurried on by that 
. ardour ſo natural to the French, they engaged 
themſelves farther than was prudent ; ; and were 
ſtopped, in the midſt of their career, by a body 
of troops detached from the camp: _ 
There was a neceſſity then of coming to a 
\ cloſe engagement : the regiment. of Navarre, 
1 with their bayonets ſcrewed to their pieces, 
; i change two regiments of Auſtrian dragoons, 
diſmounted, where there was a Greta) flaugh- 
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ter on both ſides, in cloſe fight. At the ſame 
time the king's regiment was attacked by that 
of Szirmay Hungarians, and ſuffered greatly. 

In fine, after two hours combat, very hot on 
both ſides, the French were obliged to retire; 
not being able longer to withſtand the Auſtri- 
ans, whoſe numbers augmented every moment 
by freſh troops from the camp. They however 
made their retreat in very good order, carrying 
with them cannon, colours and priſoners. This 
action, which laſted, as is already ſaid, two 
good hours, might very well paſs for a battle 
gained by the French. 

The beſieged loſt about fix hundred men 
killed, and three hundred ſlightly wounded. 
The marquis de Teſſée was of the number of 

the former; the dukes of Biron, d'Eſtrees and 
prince Deuxponts, were dangerouſly wounded ; 
particularly the duke of Biron, who received a 
* Thot in the head, for which he underwent cruel 
operations. The enemy's Joſs was ſtill more 
conſiderable than that of the French, who loſt 
not one ſingle pair of colours in the action; 
which will for ever do great honour to the 
bravery and experience of the duke of Biron. 
Since this memorable ſally, the beſieged made 
no more but little ones, as circumſtances re- 
_ quired. In the mean time the ſcarcity ſtill aug- 
mented in the town. A fingle pound of ox or 
"cow's fleſh was fold at forty ſous; butter at five 
livres the pound; a lean hen for a ducat ; falt 
ſix livres 2 pound ; white bread two livres the 
pound, and the reft in proportion. In fine, the 
dearth mounted to ſuch a height, and the ſcar- 
city. was fo great, that the troops, extenuated 
with hunger and be were ue eee 
by their courage. 125 | 
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It will, no doubt, appear incredible to poſte- 
rity, that twenty thouſand men ſhould chuſe to 


periſh with hunger and miſery, rather than ſur- 


render upon diſhonourable terms : but ſuch is a 
Frenchman : and this occaſion has let all Eu- 
rope fee, that nation's way of thinking, who 
make it a point to yield to none in ſentiments 
of honour. It is true, the like courage and re- 
ſolution have been ſeen in a ſmall number of 
men; but that they ſhould be found in a whole 
army, is a thing of which hiſtory affords us no 
Example. It muſt however be allowed, that 


the officers made one third of this; becauſe all 


the regiments were ſo ſhattered, that there were 


ſome of them, in which they reckoned more 


officers than ſoldiers. 
The grand duke having learned, in the be- 


ginning of September, that marſhal Maillebois 


was in full march with an army, to come to 


the aſſiſtance of the beſieged; and doubting of 


the ſucceſs of his enterprize againſt Prague, be- 


gan to think of raiſing the ſiege : accordingly, 


on the Sth of the ſame month, he cauſed his 
artillery to be tranſported to Piſeck ; and on 


the 14th, at five in the morning, his whole 


army decamped, and took the route to Braun 
and Pilſen, leaving only ſome regiments of light 
troops before Prague, to block up the place: 

but ſo ſoon as the Auſtrian forces were. at a 


certain diſtance, the gates were. opened ; and 
the French parties were out in all the adjacent 


parts. Marſhal Broglio departed from Prague 
with twelve thouſand men, and marched to- 
wards Troplitz; where the junction with mar- 
ſhal Maillebois was to have been made: this 


however did not happen; becauſe the whole 
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attention of the grand duke was to prevent it, 
and he ſucceeded. 

In ſine, marſhal Bellifle, now left alone at 
Prague to command the French army, finding 
that the ſeaſon advanced apace, and deſpairing 
of the ſuccours which he wanted, gave his 
court notice of the difficulties he had to ſtruggle 
with, and his fears ſor the event. Cardinal 
Fleury ſent him orders to evacuate Prague, and 
to ſave the army at any rate. Marſhal Belliſle 
took great care to keep this order a ſecret; 
and, like an able general, made all the diſpo- 
iitions neceſſary to induce the enemy to believe 
that he intended to paſs the winter in that place. 
Prince Lobkowitz, who watched him, was the 
Arſt who gave into the ſnare : he could not 
imagine, that troops, fatigued with ſuch a ſiege 
as they had ſuſtained, would undertake, in fo 
ſevere a ſeaſon, to march through ſuch an ex- 
tent of country, 2s, they had to traverſe, He 
was ſo far from ſuſpeRing any ſuch deſign, that 
he removed his quarters to a greater diſtance, 
where he was more commodiouſly ſituated; and 
only left in the adjacent villages Feſtititz's huſ- 
ſars; who were night and day upon the look- 
out round the town, to attack convoys, and to 
hinder proviſions from being brought into it. 

In the interim marſhal Bellifle, who was 
much indiſpoſed at that time, fixed his depar- 
ture from Prague for the 16th of December. 
All being ready, according to the orders he had 
given, he made but one column of his whole 
army, conſiſting of fourteen or fifteen thouſand 
men ; and quitting the place at night, marched 
5 indirect roads, and very cloſe, to ene his 
baggage and artillery : in ſhort, after ſeveral 

8 8 forced 
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forced marches, he arrived on the 26th at Egra. 
This memorable retreat, which does ſo much 
honour to the general Who performed it, could 

not be effected without the moſt cruel incon- 
veniencies. The picture I could draw of it 
here, would only ſerve to renew the horror of 
the gloomy ſpectacle : I ſhall content myſelf 
with inſerting a letter, which marſhal Belliſle 
wrote to one of his friends, when he arrived at 
Egra. I have thought proper to give it word 
for word, as well to exempt me from entering 
into a detail, of which ſome circumſtances 
might eſcape me, as to inſtruct the young war- 
riors how they ſhould behave in the like caſe: 
they could not do better than to take leſſons 
from ſo great a maſter. 


VA. ONSIEUR de Broglio put the Bohemian 
army under my command, en the 27th of 
October laſt, and at that time J had only three or 
four thouſand of ihe enemy's light troops to deal 
with : but I did not long enjoy this liberty; for 
prince Lobkowitz arrived at the gates of Prague on 
the 2d of November following, with thirteen regi- 
ments of foot, eight of cuiraſiers or dragoons, Cro- 
ats and Huſſars, which, joined to what ſurrounded 
me already, formed à body of more than twenty 
thouſand men. I was obliged to abandon my com- 
munication with Saxony, and to call in all my par- 
ties. Thad made the, beji uſe paſſible of my days of 
lwerty, having remounted near two thouſand horſe, 
dragoons or Huars, in that little ſpace of time: 
which put me in a condition to forrage, and to pro- 
cure ſubji/tance ; to get ready harneſs for the artil- 
49, an cave ed waggons for our proviſions. The 
King's Grders Were, that 1 ſhould take advantage 
O2 of 
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of the firſt diverſion, which marſhal Broglio ſhould 
make in my favour, after he had aſſumed the com- 
mand of the army on the Danube, to conduct that 
of Prague to this place. I made it therefore my 
buſineſs to be in readineſs to march at any moment; 
and that, in cafe of obſtacles, which ſhonld render 
this retreat impracticalle, I might be able to ſub- 
Sift the army at Prague till the ſpring, with a 
new to give time, either to the court by negocia- 
tion, or elſe to our armies by vigorous puſhes, to 
relieve us, | 

| Mean while the whole month of November paſt. 
T at laft received two orders, immediately following 
each other, to bring back the king's troops. Ima- 
gine to yourſelf, Sir, what a piece of work it muſt 
be to march out an army at two gates of a city, 
fo large as Prague, with five or fix thouſand 
draught horſes for equipages, bread for twelve days, 
thirty pieces of cannon, with their carriages, þ5w + 
der, ball, &c. having in that place as many ſpies 
pon my motions, as there were inhabitants, For 
prince Lobkowitz had nothing in view, on one hand, 
but to flarve me; and on the other, either to pre- 
vent my joining our other armies, or getting 10 any 
place in the poſſeſſion of our troops. What was 
worſt of all, I was at this juncture ſo diſtreſſed 
with rheumatick pams, that I could not mount a 
horſe. However I employed all the ſtratagems, pre- 
cautions and ſkill, that I was capable of, to execute 
the king's*commands. I marched out of Prague, 
as if I had been going upon ſome expedition, or an 
attack; and ftole a march of full twenty-four hours 

upon prince Lobkowitz, who was only five leagues 
40 an er me. I forced my way through places, 
| == had parties 3 ed; and croſſed a plain 


of ten leagues, with _ trains and equipages al- 
_ 
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ready mentioned, eleven thouſand foot, and three 
thouſand two hundred and fifty horſe. M. de Lob- 


towitz had eight thouſand horſe, and ten or twelve 


thouſand foot. I made at firſt ſuch expedition, that | 


I reached the defiles, or narrow paſſages, before he 
could come up to me; and, what compleated the 
ſucceſs of the enterprize, was, my concealing the 
road which I reſolved to follow : for as he had ta- 


Fen care to place guards in all the defiles, and 


broken the bridges in the two moſt frequented roads, 
one paſſing through Carlſbad and Ellenbogen, the 


other, more to the left, by Rakonitz and Pilſen, 


to Egra ; my two. firſt days marches ſeemed to de- 
note, that I was to take this ſecond way : but I took 
one betwixt the two, where I had only the ob/tacles 
of nature to ſtruggle with ; and I at laſt arrived 
at this place without any diſaſter from the enemy, 
though I was continually plagued with the Huſſars 

in front, in rear, and on my flanks. I only loſt 


thoſe who could not ſupport the fatigue, and into=: 
lerable rigour of the cold, which were both beyond 


expreſſion; and ] believe there is not an inſtance to 
be given of a French army's ſuffering any thing like 
this. e | : 


J reckon that ſeven or eight hundred men have 


periſhed in the ſnow, or remained without ſtrength 


to follow ; and within three days that I have been 
Here, there are more than five hundreg carried to 
the hoſpitals, with their feet and . e 
were obliged to march as much in the mght, as in 
the day; and as the cold and fatigue were common, 
the general officers were no more ſpared than others. 
They are the happic/t, who have only catched great 


colds: Iam of this number, attended with a fever, 


. which has not left me for fix days paſt. This, joined. 


to my other infirmities, and to the languiſhing ſtate 
O 
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under which I have long labour ed, has quite reduced 
me. The courage of my mind and heart has carried 
my machine far beyond its frength : but I think my- 
ſelf well rewarded by the ſucceſs of an enterprixe, 
the most difficult, and the mnft perilous; yet, con- 
1 idering all circumſtances, of greateſt importance 
fer the ſervice of the king, and good of the common 
cauſe. I have eſcaped without a ſcar, and only left 
behind ſuch as died, or could not follow. I burnt 
the carriages of F K and ammunition, when 
any broke down, diſtributing their hads : but my 
thirty pieces of cannon are here, as well as the 
troops, | whom I allow ſome days to ref themſelves : 
after which * reſolve to remove into the palatimate 3 : 
where I ſhall wait the king's orders, in anſwer to 
the advice 1 have ſent, by a courier, F my ar- 
rival. 

J ought to «bt that, eſfectually to conceal my 
debartre, Facilitate in my fit march, and provide 


at the ante time, for the r ger vation of great 
number of ſich, who were at Prague in our hoſþi- 
tals; I left a gariſan of efficers and ſoldiers, com- 
poſed out of thoſe who were recovering, diſeaſed, 
er infirm, and could not have ſupported the fatigue 
of a march ; with inſtructions, to him, whom 1 ap- 
Pointed commander, concerning what he was to do, 
in order to obtain the beſt conditions he could and 
eight or ten days after my departure, 1 learned 
from an officer ſent ly him, that en the 26th he 
capitulated, and obtained all the honours of war ; 
and that he is to be conducted, with all, who are 
in a condition io march, to this His e, at the eu 


pence of the queen. 
At Egra, the 28th of December 1742. 


Count 
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Count Saxe, who, after the taking of Egra, 
obtained leave from court to. make a tour to 
Dreſden, had ſeveral conferences there with 
the Ruſſian miniſter; to whom he communi- 
cated his deſign of ſoliciting the Czarina, ſor 
the reſtitution of an eſtate, Which he had by 
his mother in common, with count Lowen- 
haupt his uncle, and had been forfeited under 
the regency of princeſs Anne. This miniſter, 
in giving him the beſt hopes that could be, 
made an offer of his ſervice at the Ruſſian 
court; which count Saxe accepted of, and ſet- 
ting out for Moſkow, alighted at the marquis 
de la Chetardic's, at that time ambaſſador from 
France. He was extremely well received at 
that court, as well by the empreſs herſelf, as 
the miniſtry, Among others, the great chan- 
cellor had conceived fo high an eſteem for him, 
that he took a pleaſure in his company, and 
gave him ſeveral entertainments at Nis country 
ſeat. 

Beſides the letters of recommendation, which 
count Saxe had brought from Dreſden, the 
credit of the French ambaſſador contribgyted 
greatly to the ſucceſs of his affair. He ob- 
tained what he demanded; and the eſtate in 
queſtion was reſtored to him, by order of the 
empreſs, in the moſt gracious manner z upon 
which he ſet out for Dreſden, where he arrived 
the 24th of July 1742. In a private audience, 
which he had 2 the king of Poland, he gave 
his majeſty an account of his ſucceſs, and de- 
parted for Germany two days after, As he was 
informed of all which had paſſed, he judged, 
that Prague being cloſely beſieged, he could 
not throw himſelf into that city; for which 

| reaſon 


296 Hiſtory of Maurice Count Saxe. 
' reaſon he directed his ſteps to Ratiſbon, to join 
the army under marſhal Maillebois, in Bavaria, 
That general was charmed to fee him arrive, 
and gave him the command of part of the 
troops,, which were under the orders of the 
duke of Harcourt. The firſt thing he did, 
after putting himſelf at the head of this body, 
was to forbid his piquets having any ſkirmiſhes 
with the Huſſars or light Hungarian troops; 
and only recommended their remaining on the 
defenſive, oppoſite to thoſe irregulars, and to 
take care not to be ſurprized, 

This was the moſt effectual way of preſerv- 


ing his people: for it is certain, that moſt of 


theſe ſkirmiſhes, which are never of any great 
uſe to an army, only ſerve to deſtroy the 
braveſt men, and to intimidate others. | | 
Count Saxe made a motion with his troops, 
and intirely changing the diſpoſition of his 
camp, on the 21ſt cauſed ſeveral battalions and 
almoſt all his cavalry to advance towards Deck- 
endorff; with orders to fortify and intrench 
themſelves there; and in fine, .poſted three 
thouſand men more at Stadt-am-hoff, The in- 
habitants of theſe three places made complaints 
to count Saxe, and proteſted againſt the arrival 
of theſe troops; but he gave them to underſtand 
That neceſſity obliged him to take this ſtep; 
< promiſing however, - that the troops ſhould 
< obſerve ſuch ſtrict diſcipline, that they ſhould 
have no cauſe to complain.” 
The deſign of the French generals was to go 
to the aſſiſtance of Prague, after joining velt- 
marſhal count Seckendorff, who commanded 
the Bavarians, they had an interview at Am- 
berg; where, on the 1 Sth of September, 
they 
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157 ſettled their operations: among which it 
was reſolved, that general Seckendorff ſhould 
take the adtantage of count Kevenhuller's ab- 
ſence, to penetrate into Bavaria; while mar- 
ſhal Maillebois and count Saxe ſhould march 
towards Bohemia. Prince Conti arrived at the 
army at the time of this junction. As the Au- 
ſtrians, upon advice of the march of marſhal 
Maillebois, had raiſed the ſiege of Prague to go 
and meet him, they made themſelve maſters of 
the narrow paſſes of Waldt-Munchen, through 
which he had intended to paſs; and that gene- 
ral had been obliged to take his route towards 
Egra, in order to penetrate more eaſily into 
Bohemia, and at the ſame time to be nearer 
his magazines. He ſent before him monſieur 
de Belincourt, who, ſupported by the body 
under the command of count Saxe, marched to 
Plau, a little, but ſtrong place, fituated in Bo- 
hemia, not far from Egra. Mean time the 
groſs of the army, which remained incamped, 
feigned, by its diſpoſitions, to have a deſign of 
attacking the paſſes, which put the Auſtrians 
upon a wrong ſcent: for while theſe ſtratagems 
were acting, count Saxe, having made himſelf 
maſter of other paſſes, and the duke of Har- 
court taken poſt in the plain near Plau, mar- 
ſhal Maillebois decamped the 21ſt of the ſame 
month of September, and arrived at Mering 
on the 23d; from whence he entered Bohemia, 
where the whole army aſſembled. | 
The Auftrian troops having been reinforced 
by that of count Kevenhuller, the grand duke 
took the command, and his army incamped 
_ over-againſt the F rench. Both armies remained - 
for ſome days in the ſame fituation, without 
| any 
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any thing paſſing but little ſkirmiſhes : there 
was however one on the 3d of October, which 
was pretty hot; and in which coynt Saxe was 
wounded ; but fo ſlightly, that it 2 1 not hin- 
der him from going on the 8th at the head of 
a reſerve, to take poſſeſſion of Elnbogen ; 
which he effected, after diſperſing a conſidera- 
ble body of the enemy's Huſſars, who were at 
Falkenaw. This general was become ſo for- 
midable to the Auſtrians, that his very name 
made them tremble, and fly upon his approach, 
unleſs they were treble his number: ſo that, 
although when he appeared before Elnbogen, 
there were in it near five thouſand Croats and 
_ Huſffars, well fortified and provided with every 
thing ſufficient to hold out for a month at leait, 
yet they aſked to capitulate ; and count "ity 
out of contempt, allowed them to go where 
| they pleaſed : contenting himſelf with the ma- 
gaz ines he found in it, pretty well ſtored; and 
'with cauſing the wooden bridge to be burnt, 
which was over the river Egra, near that : 
place, | 
The only thing which remained now to be 
done, was to join marſhal Broglio ; who hav- 
ing left Prague with the greater part of the 
gariſon, had marched to Leitmeritz, with a 
view to advance towards Saltz, where the 
junction was to be made: but the grand duke, 
having foreſeen this deſign, had thrown into 
Saltz the light troops of general Feſtititz, and 
colonel Mentzel; ſo that it was impoſſible for 
the French either to join Broglio, or penetrate 
farther. In the mean time marſhal Maillebois 
made a thouſand attempts to ſucceed; but they 
only ſerved to fatigue his army with ene | 
f and 
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and counter-marches. The ſeaſon now forced 
him to come to ſome reſolution; beſides he 
wanted proviſions, and had many fick in his 
army: theſe conſiderations determined him to 
retreat towards Egra ; and afterwards make the 
beſt of his way to the upper palatinate, for 
Tear of being cut-off by the Auſtrians : who 
ſtuck cloſe to his 8 and followed him as 
far as the Danube; watching him ſo narrowly, 
that it was impoſſible for him to conceal his 
motions from them. 
Marſhal Broglio, being aſſured of M. de 
Maillebois retreat, provided for his own ſafety; 
and for that purpoſe called in all his detach- 
ments, which he had diſtributed in the circles 
of Saltz and Leitmeritz, to raiſe contributions. 
When they were all aſſembled, he carried back 
his forces to Prague, where leaving them under 
the power of marſhal Bellie, he went by the 
way of Dreſden to join the army of M. de 
Maillebois, of which he took the command. 

This marſhal, who had left an army in Bo- 
hemia very much ſhattered, found one here in 
a very bad condition, and exceedingly fatigued. 
The troops ſighed for winter quarters; and it 
was no wonder, as it was then the end of No- 
vember, and the cold extreme: they were 
therefore cantoned betwixt the Iſer and the 
Danube. But while they were taking their 
repoſe, prince Charles was very buſy in the 
field: that prince made himſelf maſter of 
Deckendorff, on the Danube, and of Landau, 
on the Iſer, where he took five hundred pri- 
ſoners. But count Saxe having marched on 
that ſide, diſlodged the Auſtrians, and obliged 


them to retire towards Charding and Paſſau. 
a 
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They afterwards attempted to take Brannau, 
of which they began the ſiege: but were obli- 
ged to raiſe it, upon the approach of a large 
detachment of French and Bavarians. | 
After this expedition, marſhal Broglio, re- 
fuſing to join in general Seckendorff's project 
of attacking general Bernklau, diſtributed his 
army into winter quarters, betwixt the Inn 
and the Iſer; and ordered that of count Saxe 
to be cantoned on the other ſide of the Da- 
nube. Theſe diſpoſitions were not at all 
| agreeable to count Saxe, who could not bear 
the thoughts of removing from Bohemia and 
Egra; the conqueſts of which had been his 
Work. He had fought all along with the troops 
which remained in Prague ; and wanted to be 
at hand to ſuccour and diſengage them ; but 
as this became impracticable by the manner in 
which the army was quartered, he did all in 
his power to get theſe diſpoſitions changed; 
yet to no effect: for marſhal Broglio was a 
poſitive man, and had no regard to the remon- 
ſtrances which the count made upon this ſub- 
ject, in the following letter. 


8 7 R, | al 
of 0 UGH my advices have not Sree 1 
am too much attached to the ſervice of the 
king, to keep ſilence in the preſent conjuncture. 


The' propoſal of going to the Inn 1s a mere chimera. 
It is not a river, which can be paſſed in the pre- 
fence of twenty thouſand men, who have only 
twelve leagues of country to guard. The remain- 
der of the enemy would renew the blockade of 
Prague; and our brave army there would be taken 
priſoners. I cannot conquer the grief with which 
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fo a ffliting an idea ſeixes me: beſides all our 


horſes are incapable of marching ; and the arm 


will periſh with fatigue, eſpecially in ſuch a ſeaſon 


as this 1s, 


There is a meaſure, which might be PA bg 3 and 
that is, to canton behind Naab, ” the right of our 
army towards the Danube, the general quarters at 
Amberg, and the left extending towards Egra. 
You may draw ſubſiſtence by that river, Nuremberg 
and Franconia. The enemy cannot eſtabliſh them- 
ſelves betwixt Bohemia and the Naab, becauſe the 


country is too poor to ſupport this They will - 

therefore be obliged to take up quarters in Bohemia 

at a ſu efficient ar Jifance, for your having timely no- 

tice of their motions. By this means you preſerve 

4 poſition, which will keep all Germany in awe. 
The event of the war is yet ſo doubtful, that the 

minds of all concerned are ftull in ſuſpence. In 


fine, if it is the king's pleaſure, that his army © 
fhould draw near the Rhine, we have time to pro- 


vide magazines, and to march by different columns 
in the way of cantonment, The princes of Ger- 
many may require of the queen of Hungary, that 
her army ſball not follow ours, to avoid the ruin 
of their country; which will preſerve our troops, 
and put them in a condition , arriving in good 
order upon the Rhine. Without theſe precautions 
we ſhall. be obliged to incamp and forrage. Me 
ſhall likewiſe provoke the inhabitants of the coun- 
tries through which we march, and loſe our army. 
This is what 1 thought my duty to repreſent, 1 
have the hanour to be, &c. Signed 


MAURICE DE SAXE. 


While the troops of the reſpective armies 
were looking-out for winter quarters, many 


{kirmiſhes 


* 
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; ſkirmiſhes paſt between them. The Auſtrians 
made themſelves maſters of the town of Leut- 
meritz, where they took ſeven or eight hun- 
dred prifoners, commanded by the marquis 
d' Armentieres. The reducing of this place was 
ſo much the more important, as it ſerved the 

French to favour the paſſage of their proviſions 
from Saxony, and contained a part of their ma- 
gaz ines. This was the principal reaſon, which 
determined marſhal Belliſle to ſave, at any rate, 
the gariſon of Prague. 
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